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Members of the Marine Research Group surveying on the 
rock platform at Point Lonsdale.  Photo Barbara Burns. 

Emu Eggs. Hattah Kulkyne N.P. 
Photo - Barbara Burns. 

2013 has come and gone and 2014 is already nearly half 
done. It is my pleasure to present this 2013 President's 
Report for the FNCV. 
 

2013 was a year of many comings and goings for the 
Club. At the last AGM we farewelled some members of 
Council and welcomed new Councillors Su Dempsey and 
Max Campbell. Hali Ferguson stepped down as admini-
stration officer after 4 years in the role. I would again like 
to take this opportunity to thank her for all the time that 
she put into the Club over those four years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hali stepping down made way for local Blackburn-ian 
Wendy Gare to take over as the FNCV's only employee. 
After taking a little while to get her head around what the 
FNCV is all about, Wendy has settled into this role 
admirably. She has even learnt to keep me on the ball 
when needed. 
 

The saddest happening of 2013 was the passing of Dr 
Noel Schleiger a life member of the FNCV. Noel passed 
away in April some 4 months after his long term partner 
Dorothy Mahler. Noel and Dorothy were instrumental in 
starting the Field Nat News which is up to edition 241 as 
of May 2014. It was my honour to be asked to present 
part of the eulogy on behalf of the Club at his funeral. A 
long time friend of Noel's, and fellow Club member, who  
wishes to remain anonymous, gave the Club a substantial 
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Biodiversity Symposium Excursion to the western 
Treatment Plant.  Photo Max Campbell. 

birds, frogs and other wildlife. Other presenters spoke on 
creating wetlands, the Murray River wetlands, the Gipp-
sland Lakes and research into shore birds undertaken 
near Melbourne. On the Sunday a bus trip went to the 
Werribee Treatment Plant. An education officer from the 
Plant took us around the area describing the process by 
which sewage was treated and looking at sections which 
were set aside for fauna such as the Growling Grass 
Frog, migratory waders and the Orange-bellied Parrot. A 
big thank you to Patrick Guay and David Cheal for their 
organisation of the symposium and to June Anton for the 
catering. 
 

For much of 2013 many hours have been spent on 
revising the FNCV constitution to bring it into line with 
the changes to the rules for non-profit associations 
arising from the Associations Incorporation Act 2012. A 
Council sub-committee worked over many months to 
update the constitution in line with the new require-
ments, but at the same time, to keep its FNCV flavour. 
Thank you to Joan Broadberry, Robin Drury, Jurrie 
Hubregtse, Virgil Hubregtse and Barbara Burns for their 
work on this document which members will be asked to 
ratify at the 2013 AGM. 
 

The new FNCV website was brought online in Decem-
ber, after much time was spent developing what is now 
an up-to-date and modern looking gateway to our 
organisation. A huge thank you must go to Jurrie Hu-
bregtse for all the time and effort he spent creating the 
new-look website. Hopefully it will be a good advertise-
ment for the Club and even bring us some new mem-
bers. That said, it is only as good as the contributions 
made to keep it current. This responsibility will be on all 
the Special Interest Groups and members. 
 

After a lull of some time, the bookshop is back up and 
running. In September Kathy Himbeck took on the role 
of Bookshop Coordinator. She has endeavoured to 
source books of interest right across the spectrum from 
juniors’ books to field guides etc. that would be of 
interest to members and non-members alike. It is not an 
easy task to keep up-to-date with all of the new publica-
tions that are coming out across a number of publishing 
houses, suppliers and the like. 
 

Finally a personal thank you to the members who 
support the range of activities that this Club offers. 
Without you the Club would not be as it is. One group  
deserve special recognition; they are the members that 
sit on Council whether they be elected or are SIG 
representatives. Without these people and the many 
tireless hours that they put in, the Club would not func-
tion as effectively as it does now. 
 

To the editors of both the Field Naturalist News and The 
Victorian Naturalist, I extend my thanks. Without the 
hours of diligent work that Joan and Sally and Gary, 
Anne, Maria and Virgil, respectively, have put into these 
two publications, they would not exist as they do today. 
Both are informative to the members and respected 
flagships of our Club. May this continue for many years 
to come. 
 

John Harris, President,   Yours in all things "green". 

donation to recognise Noel's contribution. The Council 
decided that the best way to do this would be to donate it 
to the Science Teachers Association of Victoria, Science 
Talent Search, in Noel's name. This is an apt way to 
remember his contribution as a teacher, a lover of 
science and a naturalist. Bursaries totalling $1000 per 
annum will be awarded over 5 years to primary and 
secondary school students taking part in the Science 
Talent Search. 
 

The FNCV was well represented at many public events 
including the Yarra Plant Show, the Whitehorse Spring 
Festival, the Rhododendron Gardens and a number of 
fundraising activities such as the secondhand book stall 
and sausage sizzle at Masters Hardware in Knox. I 
would like to thank all of those people who volunteered 
their time for each of the activities.  
 

The Club hosted a number of events throughout the year 
including the VNPA discussion on the proposed changes 
to native vegetation regulations and what these changes 
meant to how vegetation will be managed in Victoria. 
 

Dr Euan Ritchie gave a presentation on the Tenkile 
Conservation Project which involves research into the 
fauna of  the Torricelli Mountain region of PNG. The work 
is carried out together with Deakin University and the 
tribal communities of the region. Euan will present some 
of his findings at our AGM this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Bat Weekend was held in late August, with Ian Kitchen 
organising the fabulous two day event which focused on 
microbats on the Saturday and flying-foxes on the 
Sunday. Saturday afternoon was spent checking nest 
boxes with Robert Bender at Ivanhoe, followed by a "fly-
out" barbeque at the flying-fox roost on the Yarra. The 
topics presented ranged from the ecology of microbats 
and flying-foxes to research around Melbourne and the 
care of injured animals. It was good to see a number of 
wildlife carers among the attendees and to be able to 
assist them in learning how to help these underrated 
animals. 
 

This year's Biodiversity Symposium was based around 
water and cooperation with biodiversity. The speakers 
included Will Steele from Melbourne Water who spoke 
about managing the Werribee Treatment Plant for its 
primary purpose of sewage treatment, as well as for 



FNCV Annual Report 2013 Page 3 

Administration 

This is my first Annual Report and I must start by 
thanking Hali Ferguson, who spent over four years in 
the role of Administration Officer, which I took over in 
August 2013.  Before she left, Hali spent a lot of time 
showing me the ropes which I greatly appreciate.  We 
all wish her well and thank her for the high standard of 
her administration work, and for going the extra mile 
particularly after the fire in 
2011. 
 

Membership 
Our membership 
database has been 
updated, which has 
altered the calculation 
of member numbers so 
they are not able to be 
properly compared to 
previous years. Mem-
bership as at 31st 
December 2013 was 
859. This includes 63 
non-paying member-
ships comprising Honorary members, Life members, 
Government institutions and exchange memberships 
with fellow field naturalist groups. There are also 12 
Long Term members who have been members for over 
40 years, and who pay half rates for their memberships. 
 

We have 44 institutional members, both from Australia 
and overseas, which are mainly universities and large 
public libraries. We also have 12 schools and clubs. 
 

The remainder are our grass-roots members. These are 
made up of 223 single memberships and 94 family 
memberships, which encompass a total of 232 mem-
bers. There are 52 junior members (this includes 
parents and siblings), and 31 individual student mem-
berships. 
 

Finally, we have 160 concessional members, who are 
either remote members, who don’t live in suburban 
Melbourne, or those on a pension card. 
 

Although a direct comparison with last year is not 
available, the membership numbers during the year 
have remained stable, with roughly the same number of 
new members as leaving members. 
 

Hall Hire. 
Money received from hiring out our hall increased from 
$2665 in 2012 to $3541 (before expenses). The in-
crease was mainly due to increased hiring from an 
existing casual hirer. 
 

Promotion 
Our website, and its associated Face book page, have 
been steadily increasing in popularity through the year. 
The new website, which will be ready for uploading 
early in 2014, should accelerate the increased interest. 
Our other promotional tool, the Calendar of Events, 

which is produced every four months, is distributed to 
libraries, universities, neighbourhood and community 
houses and other environmental groups.  
 

We held the Bat Workshop weekend in August which 
proved to be very popular with 44 participants, of whom 
approximately half were from other organisations. The 
Club also took part in the Whitehorse Spring Festival 
and the Yarra Yarra Festival. We are working on creat-
ing a pack of banners and promotional items to take to 
future festivals, to make it easier to participate. Thank 
you to those who helped to man the stalls. 
 

Thank you to all of you for making me feel so welcome 
in the Field Naturalists’ office, and for being understand-
ing when I looked blankly at you as you asked for 
something I’d never heard of!  Also I would like to give a 
huge vote of thanks to Andy Brentnall who has been an 
exemplary, hard-working, long suffering and good 
humoured Office Sidekick.  
 

Finally I would like to say that I feel very lucky to be 
working for an organisation buzzing with so many 
interesting, knowledgeable and friendly members. 
 

Wendy Gare, Administration Officer 

The management of the FNCV Bookshop was taken 
over on a voluntary basis by myself, Kathy Himbeck, in 
September 2013. The stock available for sale on the 
bookshelves is slowly being replenished, updated and 
improved since the devastation caused by the fire at the 
club rooms in 2011. The sale of the resulting soot-
damaged books has almost been completed with 
heavily discounted prices and clear advertising. 
 

In October, the bookshop bought and became the sole 
distributor for Part VI of the Handbook of the Destructive 
Insects of Victoria, by Charles French. Sales have 
almost recovered the initial cost of purchasing the fifty 
books. 
 

In December, the bookshop purchased a small number 
of copies of a 2014 calendar produced by the Royal 
Society of Victoria, featuring some of Ludwig Becker's 
images of the Burke and Wills expedition.  
 

Just in time for Christmas, a Bookshop Christmas 
Edition Catalogue was produced highlighting 12 book 
titles, compete with a colour image of the cover and a 
brief description of each, plus a list of other books and 
products available for order.  
 

The bookshop continues to provide new, interesting, 
updated and known favourite titles to all FNCV mem-
bers and similarly interested naturalists. 
 
Kathy Himbeck,  
Volunteer Bookshop Manager 

Bookshop 
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Field Naturalists News 

February 13 (227) John Harris, Barbara Burns, Pat & Ed Grey, Russell Thompson, Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis  

March 13 (228) John Harris, Joan Broadberry, Kaye Oddie, Neil McLachlan, Sally Bewsher, Barbara Burns, Gary 
Presland, Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis  

April  13 (229) John Harris, Cecily Falkingham, Joan Broadberry, Hali Ferguson, Roger Needham, Gary Presland, 
Platon Vafiadis  

May 13 (230) John Harris, Hali Ferguson, Gary Presland, Ken & Michelle Hancock, Joan Broadberry, Platon 
Vafiadis  

June 13 (231) John Harris, Roger Needham, Joan Broadberry, Ed Grey, Rob Hamson, Sue Bendel, 
Hali Ferguson, Robin Drury, Platon Vafiadis 

July 13 (232)  John Harris, Ed Grey,  Wendy Clark, Gary Presland, Joan Broadberry, Hali Ferguson, Maxwell 
Campbell,  Platon Vafiadis 

August 13  
(233) 

John Harris,  Kaye Oddie, Joan Broadberry Ed & Pat Grey, Hali Ferguson, Gary Presland, Sue 
Bendel, Ray Gibson 

September 13  
(234) 

John Harris, Ed & Pat Grey, Gary Presland, Hali Ferguson, Bill Leithhead, Kaye Oddie, Sue 
Bendel, Platon Vafiadis 

October 13  
(235) 

 John Harris, Joan Broadberry, Pat & Ed Grey, Wendy Gare, Ian Kitchen, Platon Vafiadis 

November 13 (236) John Harris, Kaye Oddie, Ed & Pat Grey, Joan  Broadberry, Raymond Gibson, Les Hanrahan, 
Cecily Falkingham, Kathy Himbeck, Platon Vafiadis 

December 13 
-January 14 

(237) John Harris, Kaye Oddie, Ed & Pat Grey, Claire Ferguson, Ruth Hoskin, Joan Broadberry, June 
Anton, Gary Presland, Kathy Himbeck, Wendy Gare,  Platon Vafiadis 

In 2013 Field Nats News issues ran from no 227 to 237 inclusive. With the help of our valued contributors, (see 
table below) and our wonderful editorial, indexing and collation teams, the production of the FNCV’s monthly news-
letter always gives me great satisfaction and pleasure.   
 

FNN is very much a Club effort. My grateful thanks go to Sally Bewsher who assists in many ways, but in particular 
with the vital work of proofreading.  Su Demsey also helps out with this task from time to time.  Thanks also go to 
Gary Presland for supporting us with his IT skills and for assistance with archival material and obituaries. This year 
Gary solved the mystery of why the FNN computer showed the wrong date. Like many mysteries it was simple; we 
were not using the computer frequently enough for it to recharge the battery. Solution, don't switch the power off at 
the wall.  Special thanks to Hali Ferguson and, later in the year, Wendy Gare, for preparing the four-monthly calen-
dar on which our activities page is based, assisting with our advertisers, supplying mail-out labels and supporting 
and backing up the editorial team in countless ways.  
 

An index for the previous year's 11 issues of FNN is now always included in the March newsletter.  Last year Pat 
Grey volunteered to take on the responsibility of preparing it. An index such as this requires many hours of exacting 
work.  Pat has done a great job and we are very grateful for her dedication to this task.  
 

We would once again like to convey our appreciation to the many SIG members who provide our copy each month.  
It is never easy to supply details of activities, check the calendar and especially to report on meetings, excursions, 
camps and symposiums.  I am continually impressed with the high standard of articles and images submitted and 
recognise the many hours of work that go into them. Without our hardworking writers there would be no newsletter. 
 

People sometimes ask about deadlines. It is easy, just think Tuesday.  FNN's deadline is always 10 am the first 
Tuesday of the month, with the finished newsletter being emailed to the printers on the second Tuesday of the 
month.  
 

Collation takes place in the hall at about 10.30 am on the third Tuesday of the month. We are extremely fortunate 
to have a very reliable and hardworking team of people who willingly volunteer their time each month for the essen-
tial job of readying the newsletter for posting. The four monthly calendar of events (COE) is a supplement to the 
newsletter, but is also posted out far and wide, as part of the Club's publicity strategy. In 2013 the collation group 
took over this onerous task from the office. It occurs three times a year and we always find people are willing to go 
the extra mile to complete it.  
 

Finally, a request to readers.  We would like to encourage even more members to receive the FNN via email and 
enjoy the full colour version. Importantly it saves our Club money and reduces the time taken for collation. Please 
contact Wendy with your email address at, admin@fncv.org.au and she will swap you from print to email.  It's that 
simple. 
 

Joan Broadberry, Editor 
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The Victorian Naturalist 

Australian Natural History 

Medallion 

Library 

Six issues of The Victorian Naturalist, comprising Volume 
130, were published during 2013. This volume consisted of 
two issues of 64 pages each and four issues of 32 pages 
each (one of which, June 2013, included the Index for 
Volume 129). This spread resulted in the publication of 
252 pages for the year, which was about 15% more than 
the previous year’s output. A total of 28 substantive papers 
were published in Volume130, comprising seven Research 
Reports, 16 Contributions, and five Naturalist Notes. The 
‘Special’ issue for 2012, was the August issue (number 4), 
which contained five of the papers from the 2012 Biodiver-
sity Symposium on the theme of achieving ecological 
outcomes in the year of international cooperatives. In 
addition, the editors had the sad duty of publishing tributes 
to three former active FNCV members who had passed 
away; Dorothy Mahler, Noel Schleiger and Arthur Thies.  
 

Sixteen books were reviewed in the pages of the journal in 
2013. Of these works, at least half were donated by the 
reviewers to the FNCV library; the list includes Curious 
minds: The Discoveries of Australian Naturalists, by Peter 
Macinnis and Flora of the Otway Plain and Ranges 2, by 
Enid Mayfield.  
 

I am grateful for the efforts of all the members of the 
editorial team: Co-editors Maria Gibson and Gary 
Presland, and Editorial Assistant Virgil Hubregtse. Virgil 
has been particularly helpful, in expanding her role to 
include the work previously done by the late Dorothy 
Mahler. Throughout the year, all of them always brought 
professionalism, attention to detail, and support, making it 
a pleasure to be part of the team that produces The 
Victorian Naturalist. 
 

Anne Morton, Executive Editor 

The Australian Natural History Medallion has been 
awarded annually since 1940. Following a regrettable 
break in this tradition in 2012, the Medal was presented in 
2013 to Ms Marilyn Hewish, of the Geelong Field Natural-
ists Club. The citation for Ms Hewish was published in the 
first issue of The Victorian Naturalist in 2014. 
 

The Secretary wishes to record his thanks to the mem-
bers of the General Committee who have provided 
support through advice and discussion throughout the 
year, and to the members of the Award Committee who 
have the unenviable task of choosing a suitable winner 
from a very good field of nominations. 
 

Gary Presland, Secretary ANHM 

A total of 68 new volumes were added to the FNCV Library 
during 2013. The majority of these are government reports 
and came as part of a large donation made by David 
Cameron of the Department of Environment and Primary 
Industry. These books were surplus to requirements at the 
Arthur Rylah Institute and David felt they deserved a better 
home than the recycle bin. Among other acquisitions were 
books donated by reviewers for The Victorian Naturalist. 
One of the more interesting (and certainly the more attrac-
tively presented) of these was Curious minds: The Discov-

eries of Australian Naturalists by Peter Macinnis (2011) 
(donated by Gary Presland). The Librarian also donated 
Snarls from the tea tree by David Waldron and Simon 
Townsend, which he had reviewed for another journal. 
Other review copies were donated by Margaret Corrick, 
and John Morgan, and Bill Fenner donated various items 
through the year. Thanks are extended to all these 
people. 
 

During the year about 100 books and periodicals were 
borrowed from the Library. Loans were mostly enacted on 
evenings on which there was a SIG meeting at the Hall.  
 

Archives and photograph collections 
 

Management of the FNCV archives is an on-going task. 
Additions to the holdings consist largely of documents 
and records created in the normal day-to-day operation of 
the Club: items such as minutes of Council meetings, the 
program and list of presenters at the annual biodiversity 
symposium. In the past couple of years significant collec-
tions of photograph have been donated to the Club, 
particularly by John Courtney, a Long-term Member who 
lives in Inverell, NSW; these have been added to the 
Club’s already substantial holdings.  
 

Through the year both the photographic collections and 
the archival holdings have been listed in computer 
databases, by Yvonne Fitzmaurice. The purpose of doing 
this was primarily that of management of the resources.  
Computerised databases make it easier to exercise 
control of items, make comparisons between different 
groups within the holdings, and appreciate where defi-
ciencies exist within the range of holdings. 
 

There was a relatively small number of archival enquiries 
during the year; these included a request to access the 
membership lists for the period 1950s to 1970s, and 
another to consult the lists compiled by J Ros Garnet 
relating to the printing blocks that had been used in 
printing The Victorian Naturalist.  
 

Graham Patterson and Yvonne Fitzmaurice have pro-
vided invaluable support throughout the year. My thanks 
go to both of them for their ready assistance and cheery 
company. 
 

Gary Presland, Honorary Librarian and Archivist 

 
Vic Nat Team: 

 

Maria Gibson, 
Gary Presland,  
Anne Morton 

Virgil Hubregtse. 
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FNCV Environment Fund 

Botany Group 

The FNCV Environment Fund is a tax-deductible fund that was set up in 2003 to aid individuals and community 
groups who are involved in environmental research and education.  Its purposes are: 
• To support and finance environmental research, in particular research into the biodiversity of Victoria 
• To support and finance dissemination of information on the natural environment by any legitimate means, 

including public lectures, seminars, field trips, courses and publications  
• To support and finance practical projects aimed at preserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Victoria. 
 

The Fund is administered by a committee consisting of Malcolm Calder (Chair), Barbara Burns (Secretary and 
Treasurer), Bob Rogers, John Harris, Cathy Willis and Ian Moodie.  Each year the Fund contacts the regional field 
naturalist clubs in Victoria and advertises in the FNCV Newsletter and on the Web for grant applications.  The com-
mittee meets in April to process the submissions and decide on the successful applicants.   
 

The projects supported in 2013 were: 

 

Each project is to be completed within 12 months of receipt of funding, with a report on completion to be forwarded to 
the FNCV.   
 

Donations to the fund are tax-deductible and most welcome and gratefully accepted. Thank you to everyone who 
donated in 2013. Your support will enable the Fund to continue providing grants for worthy projects in the future.  
 

Barbara Burns, Secretary 

Steve Meacher showing us the oldest specimen of Round-leaf 
Pomaderris at Toolangi. 

 

Photo - Sue Bendel. 

♦ FNCV Botany Group, Conservation of the Maroon Leek-orchid. Clyde Grassland. $985 
♦ Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum, I Pad and GPS, $989 
♦ Patrick Guay, Satellite tracking Grey Teal, $1000 

♦ Lucy Johanson, Masters Student, Research on Native Bees, $470 

The Botany Group has continued to attract informative 
speakers and visit a diverse array of interesting loca-
tions during the past year.  
 

The Botany Group members wish to acknowledge the 
effort taken by the speakers, excursion leaders and 
members who made the activities interesting and 
enjoyable. Thank you to Heather Eadon for assisting in 
arranging speakers and setting up the hall for meetings.  
 

A special thank you to the speakers and excursion 
leaders referred to in the following paragraphs.  
 

Peter Syme spoke to us about The Royal Botanic 
Garden Melbourne; from efficient irrigation to integrated 
water management, including the rain-garden and 
Guilfoyle’s volcano. Colin Arnold showed us before 
and after photos of weedy areas grazed by goats and 
planted out with native grasses and discussed pulse 
grazing of goats and weed management of native 
vegetation. Andrea Kodym brought us some samples 
of bracken ferns she had propagated by tissue culture 
and presented on  the topic of propagating native plants 
for revegetation using tissue culture.  Steve Sinclair 
from ARI informed us about western grasslands re-
serves and DSE's vision for their management and also 
showed us some amazing grasslands on the western 
side of Melbourne. Jeff Yugovic spoke about saltmarsh 
and estuary vegetation of Victoria, with reference to 
Mud Islands,  explained why this type of vegetation is 
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Thanks to Barbara Burns for the produc-
tion of the FNCV Annual Report 2013 

Geology Group 

Ten meetings were held in 2013, each with a guest 
speaker, plus one excursion.  A list of the talks is given 
below. Reports of talks are published in the Field 
Naturalists News. We thank Roger Needham, Kaye 
Oddie, and Ruth Hoskin for undertaking this task. We 
also thank John McCallum for maintaining the Geology 
website. The Geology SIG representative on the FNCV 
Council is Ruth Hoskin. 
 

In April, 2013, the Geology Group was saddened by the 
death of Noel Schleiger, who was an active member, 
supporter and contributor to the activities of the Group 
over a long period. He was also the Geology SIG 
representative on Council for many years.  His enthusi-
asm for geology was widely shared and many members 
of the Group were the lucky beneficiaries of his knowl-
edge and expertise.  
 

Meetings 2013   

Could we find signs of life in minerals on Mars. 
Speaker: Dr. Sasha Wilson, School of Geo-
sciences, Monash University. 

The Secret Millennial History of Port Phillip 
Bay. Speaker: Dr. Guy Holdgate, School of 
Earth Sciences, University of Melbourne. 

Megafauna and Trace Fossils: An Alternative 
View of the Pleistocene Vertebrate Diversity of 
Australia. Speaker: Dr. Stephen Carey, School 
of Science, IT & Eng, University of Ballarat. 

Kilauea, Hawaii.  Speaker: John Bosworth, 
Museum Victoria. 
Magmatic and phreatomagmatic eruption 
styles of the Mt. Gambier volcanic complex. 
Speaker: Dr. Jozua van Otterloo, School of 
Geosciences, Monash University. 

A canary in the coalmine of climate change: 
Dramatic reductions in Arctic sea ice. Speaker: 
Professor Ian Simmonds, School of Earth 
Sciences, University of Melbourne. 

 Fossil Marine Birds of Australia: A Fragmen-
tary Tale. Speaker: Travis Park, School of 
Biological Sciences, Monash University. 

The Flourishing Forests of the Aurora Aus-
tralis: The Fossil Flora of the Chatham Islands. 
Speaker: Dr. Chris Mays, School of Geo-
sciences, Monash University. 

Precambrian reefs of the Flinders Ranges and 
the rise of animal life. Speaker: Ms. Ashleigh 
Hood, School of Earth Sciences, University of 
Melbourne. 

Forecasting the Weather: Advances of the past 
40 years. Speaker: Dr. Mark Williams, retired 
meteorologist (Bureau of Meteorology). 

February 

 

March 
 

 
April 
 

 

May 

 
June 
 

 

July 
 

 

August 
 

 
Sept 
 

 

October 
 
 

 
Novem-
ber 

Excursion 
 

April 20th  -  AstroTour: “Bigger than Big – A 3D Virtual 
Tour of the Universe”. Virtual Reality Theatre, Swinburne 
University. Centre for Astrophysics & Supercomputing. 
 

Kaye Oddie  

important, and led us on a field trip to The Inlets Water-
way Reserve in Koo Wee Rup. Paul Piko provided 
wonderful photographs of the orchids of north-east 
Melbourne and took us to a reserve with a large variety 
of orchids in flower, where we had the opportunity to 
take photographs. Leon Costermans ran a eucalypt 
identification workshop, where we learned to identify 
leaves, buds and fruit, and ran an accompanying field 
trip to apply the knowledge gained. John Patykowski 
explained why Round-leaf Pomaderris (Pomaderris 
vaccinifolia)  is rare and discussed recent findings 
regarding its conservation ecology. John, together with 
Steve Meacher, showed us many species of Pomader-
ris in the Castella and Toolangi region. Debbie Rey-
nolds’ topic was  “Factors affecting recruitment in 
populations of Spiny Riceflower, Pimelea spinescens 
subsp spinescens”. We are looking forward to seeing 
the Pimelea in flower in the middle of 2014 with Debbie. 
 

Thank you to Karen Lester for again assisting with the 
management of the Clyde–Tooradin disused railway 
plains grassland area. We did some monitoring of 
threatened species this year and the grasslands were 
looking good after a cool burn and pulse grazing. We 
have formed a working group for management and 
threatened species recovery for Clyde with DSE, CFA, 
VicTrack, City of Casey and Westernport Swamp 
Landcare. 
 

Thank you to the FNCV Environment Fund for a grant 
that allowed us to collect seed from Prasophyllum 
frenchii (Maroon Leek Orchid), The seed will be cleaned 
and stored at the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. 
 

Sue Bendel, on behalf of the Botany Committee 

Wax-lip Orchid  (Glossodia major) 
 

Photo - Barbara Burns. 
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Marine Research Group 

environment and with other animals.  The data and 
specimens collected by the Marine Research Group 
contribute to on-going research conducted by the group.  
MRG members are actively researching Opisthobran-
chia (sea slugs and related animals), micro-Gastropoda 
(very small snails), Holothuroidea (sea cucumbers), 
Amphipoda and Isopoda (small crustaceans), 
Stauromedusae (stalked jellyfish), and Nemertea 
(ribbon worms), as well as conducting general studies 
of marine invertebrates.  We also identify and monitor 
pest species found during our field work.  
 

The MRG has identified over 60 species of Nemertean 
on the Victorian coast, none of which have been re-
corded previously.  DNA identification is being per-
formed in conjunction with Museum Victoria to describe 
previously undescribed species. 
 

In 2013 our field work included locations around Port 
Fairy and Phillip Island as well as Stony Point and Point 
Addis. All fieldwork is performed under collecting per-
mits issued by DSE and DPI. 
 

The Marine Research Group prides itself on its knowl-
edge of marine invertebrates and works with other 
groups including interstate groups to expand their 
knowledge and assist with their projects. 
 

The existing committee remained in place. 
President   Michael Lyons 
Secretary   Leon Altoff 
Fieldtrip coordinator Audrey Falconer 
Committee member Platon Vafiadis 

 

I would like to thank all our speakers for sharing their 
knowledge with us, Platon Vafiadis for preparing the 
MRG page for the Field Nats News and Audrey Fal-
coner for coordinating our field trips.  
 

Leon Altoff, Secretary 
 

The Marine Research Group held 8 meetings and 
undertook 12 field trips throughout 2013. On average 12 
people attended our meetings with the highest atten-
dance being 14 people.  
 

The program for the year was: 
 

February  
Hugh Kirkman presented an interesting talk on Sea-
grass in Victoria. 
 

April  
Leon Altoff spoke on a trip to the Spencer Gulf in South 
Australia with the South Australian Conservation Re-
search Divers (SACReD) 
 

May   
2012 Field Trip Roundup narrated by Leon Altoff, with 
presentations from several members. 
 

July  
Mel Mackenzie from Museum Victoria spoke of her 
return to the Falkland Islands, the marine life and her 
work with a local group that is similar to our MRG. 
 

August  
Mark O'Loughlin, honorary associate at Museum 
Victoria,  spoke on the reproductive strategies of Echi-
noderms. 
 

September  
Wendy Roberts from Reef Watch spoke about building 
community awareness of areas in the Port Phillip and 
Westernport Catchment that are of significance. 
 

October   
Michael Lyons spoke on the Bivalves of Victoria. 
 

December   
Members’ night.  
 

Field work is an important activity for the group, provid-
ing members with the opportunity to observe animals in 
their natural habitat and their interactions with their 

A ribbon worm (Nemertean) found at the San Remo 
Westernport.  Photo - Leon Altoff. 

The MRG surveying the intertidal marine invertebrates on a 
rocky reef west of Port Fairy.  Photo - Leon Altoff. 
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 Fungi Group 

Aims 
The Fungi Group aims to ‘widen our knowledge of fungi 
in the field’. Through our activities we hope to improve 
the knowledge and understanding of the distribution and 
ecology of Victorian fungi. 
 
Activities 
Our program of weekly forays attracts a wide range of 
people of various ages and experience. Experienced 
guides lead each foray. 
 
 The following locations were surveyed: 
 

• Gembrook (Whites Corner) 21 April. Species 
recorded: 28 

• Gembrook (Shiprock Falls) 21 April. Species 
recorded: 9 

• The Beeches, near Marysville 28 April. Species 
recorded: 74 

• Neds Gully, Cathedral Range, 5 May. Species 
recorded: 21 

• Toorongo Falls, near  Noojee, 12 May. Species 
recorded: 76 

• Woodlands Historic Park, Greenvale 16 June. 
Species recorded: 56 

• Sanatorium Picnic Ground, Macedon Ranges 
National Park, 23 June. Species recorded: 63 

• Anglesea district (Cecil Track) 30 June. Species 
recorded: 36 

• Anglesea district (Santa Monica Camp) 30 June. 
Species recorded: 48 

• Jack Cann Reserve, Blackwood, 7 July. Species 
recorded: 84 

• Upper Yarra Reservoir, Reefton, 14 July. Species 
recorded: 61 

• Mortimer Nature Trail, Bunyip State Park, 21 July. 
Species recorded: 64 

• Greens Bush, Mornington Peninsula National 
Park, 28 July. Species recorded: 102 

 
In each case, the appropriate ranger was contacted 
prior to the survey to check any special requirements, 
and each ranger was sent a copy of the relevant survey 
report. 
 

New locations visited in 2013 were two sites near 
Anglesea, both of which contained interesting fungi. 
Visits to the burnt sites at Gembrook were a little disap-
pointing this year, but Woodlands Historic Park again 
yielded some interesting finds. 
 

All foray activities are covered by a Research Permit 
from the Department of Sustainability and Environment 
to facilitate our project: ‘The collation of data on distribu-
tion and ecology of Victorian fungi’. This permit will 
cover our foray activities until 2014. 
 

A number of collections were made for the National 
Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. 

Claussenomyces australis.  

Photo - Paul George. 

During the year a series of talks, plus a planning meet-
ing, were held at the FNCV clubhouse, Blackburn. 
Topics included: 
 

• ‘Towards a checklist of Victorian macrofungi’ by 
Dr Tom May 

• ‘Fungi in the Wombat Forest’ by John Walter 
• ‘Storm clouds gathering over our forests and rural 

landscapes’ by David Cameron 
• ‘Molecules in mushrooms’ by Bill Leithhead 
• ‘Fungi – an arborist’s perspective’ by Alannah 

Matheson 
• ‘Mini Conference’ with speakers Ed Grey, Virgil 

Hubregtse, Bill Leithhead, Pat Grey, Richard 
Hartland, Jurrie Hubregtse and Ian Bell. 

• Jurrie Hubregtse gave presentations about fungi 
at the Mooroolbark Library and to the Manning-
ham Group. He also led an excursion at Jumping 
Creek, Warrandyte, for the Manningham Group. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Fungi CD: Fungi in Australia, 3rd edition, produced 
by Jurrie Hubregtse, continues to sell. This useful guide 
contains images of 300 fungi species, together with a 
search key. 
 
Interesting finds in 2013 included Claussenomyces 
australis, a gelatinous green disc fungus found at 
Toorongo Falls. Some specimens of these discs were 
collected and sent to Pam Catcheside in South Austra-
lia, who identified the fungus for us. 
 
The Auriscalpium sp., which we have seen on the same 
eucalypt tree at Jack Cann Reserve every year, has not 
been found anywhere else to date. This year we found 
only one fruit-body, which was collected and sent to 
David Catcheside in South Australia for DNA analysis. It 
will be some time before any results are obtained. 
 

Jurrie Hubregtse 
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Juniors’ Group 

In 2013, the Junior’s group celebrated their 70th birth-
day which provided a wonderful opportunity to reflect on 
the past, with a presentation by leader Claire Ferguson, 
including recollections from past members, some of 
who have rejoined us with their own children/
grandchildren and others who are still involved with the 
wider FNCV community.  
 

As usual, we had plenty of fun outings, camps and 
informative speakers including several FNCV members 
who gave us an insight into other SIGs. Our link with 
other groups was strengthened by outings with the 
Fauna Survey and Fungi Groups, the attendance of 
John and Kathy Harris at our Easter Camp, and in-
creasing attendance by our members at the FNCV 
annual Christmas party. A growing number of Junior 
members also submitted entries into the Club’s photo-
graphic competition, with six of them winning awards.  
 

Once again, the Juniors’ Group represented the FNCV 
with a stall at the Rhododendron gardens’ Family Fun 
Day, during the April school holidays. While it has 
proved a useful event for promoting our Club to the 
wider community, we have decided not to attend again 
in 2014 due to the great effort required by only a few 
people before and during the event, as well as the need 
to update our ageing promotional resources to better 
represent the Club. 
 

Meetings 2013 

Camps 
 

Easter Camp - Kiata Campground, Little Desert N.P:  
Activities included visits to the Mallee Fowl Project, 
Clive Crouch’s captive breeding program in Nhill, Lake 
Hindmarsh and Pink Lake (salt lake); various nature 
walks; fauna survey/trapping with John Harris; insect 
trapping with Michael Nash; annual visit by the Easter 
Bilby; and the campfire and concert. 
 

Cup Weekend  “Christmas Camp” - Carrajung, 
Gippsland: 
We camped at Carrajung Memorial Reserve, Carrajung, 
Gippsland and explored Tarra Bulga N.P, Won Wron/
Mullungdung State Forest, McLoughlin’s Beach board-
walk and Port Albert. 
 

Outings 2013 

 Robyn Goode 
 
  
  
,   
 

January 

February 

 
 
 

March 
April 
 

May 

 

June 

 
July 

 
August 
 
September 
 
October 
November 
  

Council Member talks  

Ray Thomas (Co-ordinator, Regent 
Honeyeater Project), “Regent Honeyeater 
Project” 

No meeting due to Easter Camp 

Sue Bendel (FNCV), “Wildlife Rescue and 
Rehabilitation” 

Lisa Nink (Volunteer Geology Melbourne 
Museum/FNCV member), “Fossils” 

Trevor Turner (Juniors’ Group Parent), 
“Snorkelling at Lady Musgrave Island” 

Vicki Lowing (Crocs’n’Critters), Wildlife 
Demonstration 

Juniors’ 70th Birthday Party, theme “Ocean 
Life” 

Tiana Preston (Researcher), “St Kilda 
Penguin Research” 

Wendy Clark (FNCV), “Orchids” 

Mel Klamt (PhD student), “Platypus Re-

search”  

January 

 

February 

 
March 
April 

 

May 
 

June 

 

July 
 

August 

 

September 

 

October 

 

November 
December 

Beach Day, Woolamai Beach, Phillip 
Island 

Plenty Gorge, survey weekend with 
Fauna Survey Group 

No outing due to Easter Camp 

Snorkelling at Black Rock, led by Trevor 
Turner (Juniors’ parent) 
Mount Rothwell Discovery Centre, You 
Yangs   

Fungi Outing to Macedon Regional Park 
with FNCV Fungi Group 

Dingo Discovery Research Centre, 
Toolern Vale 

Bugs Alive Exhibit tour, Melbourne 
Museum 

Edithvale Wetlands – Melbourne Water 
Information Centre and walk 

St Kilda Penguins led by Tiana Preston 
(Researcher) 
No outing due to Cup Weekend Camp 

Amphibian Research Centre and Moonlit 

Sanctuary [Council members only] 

Anastasia with a sugar glider  
(at Clive Crouch's home and breeding 

program).  Photo - Peter King. 
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Some of the campers at Tarra Bulga National Park at our Cup Weekend Camp 2013. 
Photo -  Scott Ferguson.  

Article appearing in the Whitehorse Leader ,(11 Dec 2013 I think) on the occasion of the 
Juniors’ Group turning 70.  Photo - Clare Ferguson. 
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Terrestrial 

Invertebrate Group 

There were five meetings held in 2013. An average of 13 
people attended each meeting involving 33 people 
overall.  Speakers presented at four of the meetings and 
covered subjects including, Victorian butterflies, inverte-
brate palaeontology, leaf-litter invertebrates and the 
ecology of invertebrates of the Victorian alpine region. 
The remaining meeting was devoted to a members’ night 
where several brief presentations were made by those 
attending.  There was only one planned butterfly excur-
sion resulting from the March meeting.  
 

The Group has a dedicated core membership and some 
level of participation from other groups and visitors. From 
discussions held at meetings it is clear that members 
would like to participate in field excursions, workshops 
and broader community activities.  The preferred activities 
include: 
 

Surveys for potentially threatened species such as the 
Emperor Gum Moth in the urban environment. This 
will require liaison with other institutions such as 
Museum Victoria, the public and urban schools. 

Holding monthly meetings with alternate months devoted 
to members’ nights and workshops. Other Special 
Interest Groups will be encouraged to participate in 
the workshops since many of the methods and 
subjects covered will be pertinent to other groups. 
For example, microscopy, photography and fieldwork 
strategies. 

Formal scheduling of field excursions. We would like to 
liaise with other fieldwork-oriented groups to increase 
cooperation and share the organisational load as well 
as carry out independent activities. Collection permits 
and related ethical considerations for invertebrate 
work need to be organised. There needs to be a 
focus on what is to be collected/studied.  There must 
be clear objectives for the fieldwork. 

 

The viability of these activities are currently being investi-
gated and every effort is being made to implement them 
in 2014. 

Observations of a convenor after 10 months 
 

The microscipal and audio-visual equipment available to 
the FNCV members is, in many instances, antiquated and 
needs to be supported by current technology and newer 
models.  Much of it can be brought into effective service 
again with maintenance and the addition of some new, 
inexpensive technology such as LED lighting. Neverthe-
less, modern dissecting microscopes, compound micro-
scopes and digital audio-visual equipment are needed to 
support the activities of the FNCV as a whole. It is essential 
for the facilitation of workshops, displays and teaching 
activities. In particular, it would enhance the active partici-
pation and enthusiasm of Junior Naturalists who are the 
future of the Club. Young naturalists live in a contemporary 
society where they are immersed in audio-visual communi-
cation and social media.  We need to offer them a 21st 
century approach rather than the limitations of the 19th and 
20th centuries. In addition, provision of a small supply of 
basic consumables such as slides, coverslips, vials and 
disposable pipettes would help facilitate the running of 
workshops for all groups who use microscopes. It would be 
of considerable advantage to have equipment such as 
microscopes conveniently located, ready for use and easily 
available to all of the members who use them for their 
activities.  

 
 
 

A stocktake of all current equipment and a status report 
on its usefulness and condition, needs to be undertaken 
so that the gaps and shortcomings that impact on the 
Club’s ability to pursue its core activities are identified 
and addressed.  
 

It is clear that there is also a need to improve and en-
hance the interactions of the SIGs who all rely to some 
degree on similar disciplines and processes to undertake 
their activities. Microscopy, photography, display, promo-
tional activities and educational workshops are carried 
out throughout the Club and require access to shared 
facilities/equipment and the expertise of other groups.  
Investment in basic, centrally-owned, modern resources 
and effective inter-group (SIG) communication is, I 
believe critical to the future of the FNCV and all of its 
SIGs. 
 

Maxwell Campbell, Convenor 

Victaphanta atrimentaria. Photo - Max Campbell. 

Musgraveia sulciventris.  Photo - Max Campbell. 
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Microscopy Group  Day Group 

In 2013 the Day Group continued to provide to mem-
bers and friends the widest range of subjects within the 
realm of natural history. In addition to the usual few 
offerings on the flora and fauna of areas outside Austra-
lia, there were presentations that focused on a variety of 
topics within the purview of the natural world. As in 
previous years, meetings were consistently well at-
tended. Interest in the Day Group has remained high, 
with an average attendance at meetings through the 
year of just over 20 people. In 2013 Day Group atten-
dees were treated to the following presentations: 
 

22 January:  Dr Ursula Smith (MV): ‘What palaeon-
tology can tell us about the past, and 
the beginning of life on earth’  

28 February:  Wendy Clark (FNCV): ‘Australian 
cicadas: harbingers of summer’ 

26 March:  Joan Broadberry (FNCV): ‘Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands’ 

23 April:  Fiona McKinnon (Artist & teacher): 
‘Creating botanical illustrations’ 

28 May:  Anne Morton (FNCV): ‘Naturalising on 
Cape York Peninsula’ 

26 June: David Morrison (BoM):  ‘Antarctica 
2011: sustainability, climate and life at 
Mawson Station’  

23 July:  Mary Gibson (Deakin Uni): ‘Our disap-
pearing bryophytes: a battle for sur-
vival’ 

27 August:  Tania Ireton: ‘Birdlife of Macquarie and 
Heard Islands’ 

24 September  Mary Gibson (Deakin Uni): ‘Meet the 
weeds’ [Mary stepped in at the last 
minute to fill a sudden vacancy] 

22 October: Excursion to the Maranoa Gardens, 
Balwyn, lead by Cecily Falkingham  

26 November: Peter Homan (RMIT University): 
‘Survival and recolonization following 
wildfire at Moyston West’ 

 

The Convenor is pleased to thank all of the year’s 
presenters and the excursion leader, who so willingly 
gave of their time and knowledge. Once again, a special 
‘thank you’ is extended to Joan Broadberry who, 
through the year, has provided invaluable assistance 
with maintaining a record of the Group’s activities for 
the Field Naturalists News. 
 

Gary Presland, Day Group Coordinator 

FNCV Christmas Breakup December 2013. 
 

Photo - Barbara Burns. 

1 Gardenia St Blackburn. 
Photo - J Hubregtse. 

The Microscopy Group saw another year of interesting and 
diverse subject matter; certainly a bit of something for 
everyone, with wonderful speakers and great presenta-
tions, fabulous photography through the microscope and 
interesting samples brought in for us to view. 
 

We are all grateful for our volunteer speakers’ time and 
expertise, and recognise and share in their passions for 
their subjects. 
 

Sabine Perrone entertained us with her very enlightening 
presentation on bees, informing us of the respect and 
admiration they deserve and that she certainly has. We 
enjoyed looking at some fabulous images through the 
electron microscope.  
 

Ian Smith, from Melbourne University, shared with us his 
work for the agricultural industry in encouraging helpful 
insects in cropping, orchards and vineyards, through 
diversifying shelterbelt plantings. In particular, he is con-
cerned with increasing the population of native wasps, 
which lay their larvae in the eggs of the destructive brown 
moth. Ian brought in his sticky traps to show us, which are 
used to gauge population numbers and to indentify the 
spread of insects throughout the cropping area. 
 

Phillip Littlejohn, from the quarantine aquarium industry, 
spoke to us on all the extra, unknown and unwanted 
populations existing in aquariums. He explained that it is 
quite normal to have many inhabitants other than fish as it 
is an enclosed body of water, rich in nutrients and organic 
matter. Whether pathogenic or not, microscopic identifica-
tion will aid in the correct diagnosis. Microlife abundance 
and species diversity can also be used as indicators of 
water quality 
 

Valentina Columbo, from Melbourne University, is studying 
Freshwater Ecotoxicology and examines the effects that 
different agricultural pesticides have on freshwater life and 
the environment. In particular, through her experiments, 
she detects biochemical, physiological and population 
changes on her study insects. She also notices changes in 
behaviour, mortality and the mating success of her 
charges.  
  

Phillippa Sterpin 
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Fauna Survey Group 

This year was marked by the groups’ involvement in an 
extensive fauna survey in the parks of eastern Mel-
bourne, which will continue into 2014. Although most of 
our activity was focussed around this project, we had 
camps at Seymour, Plenty Gorge, Mt Samaria and 
Hattah-Kulkyne. We were also able to maintain our nest
-box program at Rushworth as well as our Leadbeaters 
 Possum 
Survey pro-
gram. Over 
200 people 
attended our 
activities 
throughout the 
year. 
 
The eastern 
Melbourne 
survey covers three parklands, containing a total of 17 
parks and nature conservation reserves. The Dande-
nong Valley Parkland, which follows the Dandenong 
Creek, includes the area from Jells Park in the south to 
Koomba in the north and also includes Wattle Park. The 
Berwick Parkland includes Churchill and Lysterfield 
Parks and the Police Paddocks, those on the Cardinia 
Creek and at the Cardinia Reservoir. It also includes 
Baluk Willam, Selby and Critchley Parker Junior Re-
serves. The Sandbelt Parkland includes Braeside and 
Karkarook Parks. The study involves surveyed for 
mammals, including bats, birds, reptiles and frogs.  
 

The main survey techniques used are remote cameras, 
harp-trapping, hair-tubing, spotlighting, visual and audio 
bird surveys, audio frog surveys and the establishment 
and monitoring of artificial habitats (roof tiles and tin) for 
reptiles, amphibians and small mammals. Also included 
were fox scat analysis, nest-box checking and kangaroo 
counts.   

The preliminary results for species identified in 2013 are 
set out in the table below. 
 

At Seymour Bushland Reserve, we checked nest 
boxes, put out cameras and set some traps. We were 
rewarded with two videos of Brush-tailed Phascogales. 
The Plenty Gorge weekend was a joint venture with the 
Juniors’ Group where we shared most of our survey 
techniques, including cameras, nest-box checking, 
Elliott trapping, spotlighting and frog surveying. All our 
techniques yielded results, including the capture of a 
Tiger Snake in an Elliott trap. At the Mt Samaria week-

end, a small 
group of us 
explored the 
d i v e r s e 
habitats of 
 the area. 
Notable were 
the number of 
Greater 
Gliders and 
the sighting of 
a Dingo.  At 

Hattah-Kulkyne a group of 30, including Monash stu-
dents from the Biological Society, camped by the 
Murray River. The camp was notable for the parrots, the 
reptiles and the bats.  
 

There were four stagwatches throughout the year and 
good numbers of Leadbeaters Possum were seen in the 
Ada River and Big Creek forests. 
 

Two surveys to Rushworth Forest allowed time to carry 
out the normal nest box checking as well as mainte-
nance of the boxes. We also set out tile arrays for small 
terrestrial mammals and reptiles. 
 

We had ten speakers at our monthly meetings, one of 
them was an FSG member. We thank them all for giving 
their time to come and share their passion, research 
and knowledge with us. 
 

Speakers 2013 
 

February - Dr. Jenny Martin, Lecturer in Zoology and 
Science Communication, The University of Melbourne. 
“A tale of two sites: the behavioural ecology of the 
Bobuck”. 

March - Keith Johnson, leader of Desert Discovery Inc. 
“Recent findings of fauna, including the Marsupial Mole, 
and other research activities in the Gibson Desert”. 

April - Dr Mark Antos.  Environmental Scientist – 
Fauna, Parks Victoria. “Drought, flood and fire and their 
impacts on Northern Victoria’s cryptic grassland fauna”.  

May – Mel Hardie, Senior Biodiversity Curator, Informa-
tion Services Branch, D S E. “Working with the Web-
based Biodiversity Atlas”.  

June - Dr Greg Holland, Research Fellow, School of 
Life and Environmental Sciences, Deakin University. 
“Box-Ironbark Experimental Mosaic Burning Project”.  

July - Dominique Potvin, Museum Victoria. “Frogs and 

Survey type Amphibians Bats Birds Mammals Reptiles 

Cameras 2 1 22 19 1 

Hair tubes       12   

Bat trapping   7       

Spotlighting 7 1 18 11 1 

Frog Surveys 8         

  

Powerful owl observed during a survey of Cardinia 
Parklands. Photo -  Sally Bewsher. 
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 fire: impacts of the 2009 bushfires on frog communities 
in the Kinglake region”.  

August - Paul Oliver, Department of Zoology. The 
University of Melbourne. “New Guinea's 'lost world’; a 
journey to the Foja Mountains”.  

September - Dr. Patrick Guay, Victoria University. ‘Bird 
Flight Initiation Distance as a management tool for 
human disturbance in Australia’. 

October - Maxwell Campbell, Executive Officer WSI-
AEC and Club member. “Remote cameras and related 
issues”.  

November - Claire Keely, University of Melbourne. 
“Conservation genetics of Growling Grass Frogs around 
Melbourne”. 

Three members gave talks to outside groups. They 
were to the Toolangi Fauna Group on surveys in the 
Moyston area, to the Peninsula Field Naturalists on bats 
and to the Friends of Damper Creek on frogs. In addi-
tion one member led a stagwatch and spotlighting event 
for the Friends of Yarran Derran.  
 

Our survey work is carried out by named permit holders 
and Fauna Survey Group members under the condi-
tions of our DSE Flora and Fauna Permit which is valid 
until May 2015. All results are forwarded to the Victorian 
Biodiversity Atlas, following surveys, as required by this 
permit. 
 

Robin Drury 

FSG Hattah Kulkyne National Park, October 2013.  
Photo Barbara Burns. 

Shingleback Lizard.  
FSG Hattah Kulkyne National Park,  

 

Photo Barbara Burns. 
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