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President’s Report
As President of the FNCV it has once again been my privilege to
be at the helm of this great organisation. 2012 was a year of
consolidation in many areas, not the least being the finalisation of
matters arising from the fire. The kitchen was finally completed,
along with everything else.
Trends in membership have began to look healthier with only a
slight fall-off of 14 in total membership for the year.
As mentioned in the FNN at the time, two murals were created by
artist Lori Duncan. The first depicting an adult, child and bush
scene was completed in January 2012 and paid for by an anonymous donor, while the second was completed in the mid-year
university break. This one depicts many creatures, plants and all
other aspects of the FNCV. It was funded by various members.
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Eastern Water Dragon,
Physignathus lesueurii,
Mallacoota.
Photo: Sally Bewsher

Members of the Fauna Survey Group processing bats
at Mallacoota. Photo: Barbara Burns
The murals definitely “brighten” up the walls of the hall which was
the idea behind them after seeing displays at Blackburn Lake
Sanctuary during our meetings there in 2011.
Our website is being subject to a major overhaul and the work
has made steady progress over the latter half of 2012, with the
assistance of a group of Monash University I.T. students. Robin
Drury, Jurrie Hubregtse, John McCallum and Rod Barker have
been consulting with the students to look at how we could improve our online presence. This was a very worthwhile exercise
for the students involved (as it was part of their assessment) and
also for the Club. Jurrie continues to work on the project, with the
new-look website to be launched later in 2013.
The installation of Solar Panels at the hall was a significant step
forward for the Club in 2012. As Victoria’s oldest environmental
(Continued on Page 2)
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organisation, it is rewarding to be able to now say that most of
our activities at the hall are carbon neutral and environmentally friendly. I don’t have enough data yet to say all, but
here’s hoping!!
With the roof replaced the previous year, a solar system was
our next aim, but, due to a larger operating loss than expected
in 2011, it looked like it would have to go onto the backburner. That was until Andy Brentnall put up a donation of
$3,000 on the proviso that it be used to purchase a solar
system. That was just the spark that was needed and a
President’s Appeal was launched. Many people donated, with
a couple of individuals giving $1,000 each (they wish to
remain anonymous). The appeal was so successful that in
the end the Club itself only had to come up with a few hundred dollars and my dream of a Rolls-Royce installation could
be realised. The Council settled on a 5kW system, costing

the Geology Group, Robin Drury from the FSG, Phillippa
Sterpin from Microscopy and June Anton from the Day group.
The 2012 Biodiversity Symposium was themed around cooperation for positive ecological outcomes. There was a wide
variety of speakers from Parks Victoria, Trust For Nature,
Latrobe University, Mange Management, The Orchid Society,
ARCUE, Blackburn Lake Sanctuary, DPI, Friends of Leadbeater’s Possum and Conservation Volunteers Australia. All
speakers stressed how co-operation between groups, individuals and government departments had benefitted their
work. It was pleasing to hear about the activities of Mange
Management Inc as they had received an Environment Fund
grant at the AGM earlier in the year.
The Club took the opportunity through the year to put itself
into the community at the Whitehorse Spring Festival, Australian Plant Society show and Rhododendron Gardens. Thanks
to all those who helped with the organisation and running of
these days.

Awarding prizes at the FNCV Inaugural Photographic competition. Photo: Barbara Burns
just over $11,000 installed. The finishing touches were
completed in 2012 and the meter was finally changed at the
beginning of 2013.
One of the more pleasant duties at the AGM is to make
presentations to the Environment Fund recipients. In 2012
the Fund supported a number of different projects including
research into mange in wombats and methods to reduce its
impact, IT equipment for meetings, research into the endangered Pomaderris vaccinifolia, the production of education
leaflets about bats and the purchase of cameras for various
types of fauna survey field work. At the 2012 AGM the 2011
recipients gave short presentations on how the grants had
benefitted their organisations or projects.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Hali and the 2012
Council for the great job they have done under somewhat
trying times.
We had a number of Councillors and SIG representatives
retire at the 2012 AGM and I would like to personally thank
Noel Schleiger, Ray Gibson and Victoria Aitken for their
contributions over many years and, in Noel’s case, decades.
While some have left, new ones have come on board and I
would like to welcome Roger Needham, and Ruth Hoskin from

At the September Day Group meeting I had the pleasant duty
of presenting Noel Schleiger and Dorothy Mahler with FNCV
Life Membership for their decades of service to the Club, in a
range of positions. Not everyone will be aware that they were
the founding editors of the Field Nats News, which Noel
continued with until last year. It was fortuitous timing as in
early December, after returning from an overseas cruise, and
only days after the FNCV Christmas Party, Dorothy passed
away. It was a testament to her contribution to the FNCV and
to SEANA, that so many naturalists from across Victoria
attended her funeral.
Finally, thank you to all those that make a significant contribution to the running of our club; to Hali, for all the time and
effort she puts into the administration, to Andy Brentnall her
offsider and Council secretary, to Joan and Sally for their
efforts with the Field Nats News, to Gary, Anne, Maria and
Virgil for their production of The Victorian Naturalist, to
Barbara for her ongoing work as club treasurer, to each of the
SIG convenors and, last but not least, to the members of
Council, a sincere thank you, one and all.
John Harris, President
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Administration
In 2012 the Club focused on decreasing costs and one way
we have done this is through the generous donations of
kitchen goods by members. I have also been ably assisted in
the office by Andy Brentnall this year. and through his help I
have been able to cut back the hours that I work, another
saving for the Club. Member donations have enabled us to
install a 5kw Solar System which will mean that we will pay
little if anything for electricity in the future and will actually
receive payments back for power fed into the grid. Two
murals have been painted in the hall as part of a makeover to
create a more lively and interesting space that reflects the
essence of the club.
Membership
Membership as at 31st December 2012 was 873, 14 members
less that for the same time last year. We attracted 115 new
members over the year, but unfortunately lost 129. This year
the largest membership categories were Family memberships
(251) and Ordinary full fee members (215).
Book Sales
Total profit from the book shop for 2012 was $174, as we
struggled to get our book shop restocked and functioning
again after the fire. FNCV publications continue to sell well
with a total profit of $1,162. A new edition of the Fungi CD
was produced in 2012 and this is selling well, making $746
profit to date.
Hall Hire
We continued to hire out our hall to various groups this year
and received a total income (before expenses) of $2,665. We
are slowly increasing the number of casual hall hirers and we
now have five groups that hire on a regular basis throughout
the year. The hall is cleaned by our new cleaner on a fortnightly basis ensuring the premises are ready for use by hirers
as well as Club members.
Promotion
Our four monthly Calendar of Events is distributed to libraries,
Universities and other environmental groups. In 2012 we
looked at where we could improve its distribution and as a
result are now delivering to Neighbourhood Houses and U3As
throughout Melbourne. We also started a Club Facebook
page, which is updated regularly.
In 2012 a small group was formed to look at the FNCV
Website with a view to updating and redesigning it. With the
help of some students from Monash University, we examined
what we did and didn’t want to include. This is an ongoing
project which it is hoped will be completed in the coming year.
In the meantime, our website team continues to keep the
current website as up to date as possible. I would like to
thank Rod Barker and John McCallum for their continued work
on the existing website as well as their contribution to the new
site project being overseen by Jurrie Hubregtse and Robin
Drury. Thank you gentlemen. We all look forward to seeing
what you come up with.
The Club participated in several community festivals, including
the Whitehorse Spring Festival, the Family Day at the Rhododendron Gardens and the Yarra Yarra Festival. Festivals
provide us with a wonderful opportunity to promote the Club to
the general public. It is hoped that we will be able to participate in many more of these types of events in 2013, utilizing
the Volunteer Register to man the stall.
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At the end of last year, the Club designed and offered for sale
some FNCV Club jackets. These polar fleece jackets have
the Club name and emblem embroidered on them and will be
an ongoing item for sale.
Advertising in FNCV Publication
Paid advertising placed in the Field Nat News (FNN) during
the year totalled $389.
Fundraising
This year we had some new fundraising ideas. We have been
selling the old Vic Nat printers blocks and so far have made
$56 from them. We held our inaugural FNCV Photographic
Competition, attracting 63 entries and raising $487. Our 2nd
hand books sales raised $502. We also now have a Sale table
in the hall which raises a small amount of income.
I would like to thank the Council and all the members of the
Club who have supported me, through another busy year. I
would like to also thank Andy Brentnall, my right hand man.
Last, but definitely not least, a big thank you to all the volunteers who have generously contributed their time to the
various aspects of running the Club and have assisted me by
offering their support in my role as administration officer. You
make my job so much easier.
Hali Ferguson, Administration Officer

Juniors’ Group
The FNCV Juniors’ group had another busy year. With our
club president, Georgia Lloyd, leaving after the Easter camp,
the Juniors’ were led primarily by Claire Ferguson, with the
assistance of junior council members and their parents. As
usual, there were plenty of fun outings and a great variety of
interesting speakers at our monthly meetings and our thanks
go to all who have come along to share their knowledge and
passion with our young members. Further offers for speaking
at meetings, leading outings or places to hold camps are
always appreciated!
As well as our regular schedule, the Juniors’ participated in
several other events including the FNCV Christmas party and
the Club’s inaugural Photographic Competition where two of
our members won awards.
For the second year running, the Juniors’ Group represented
the FNCV by manning a stall at the Rhododendron Gardens
Family Fun Day during the April school holidays. Displays
included microscopes for viewing creatures collected from the
gardens’ pond, quizzes, skulls and shells. A number of new
families were recruited as a result and we plan to be there
again this year.
MEETINGS
January:
February:
March:
April:
May:
June:

Council Member talks
Robert Bender (Bat researcher), “Bats”
Danielle Stokeld (Melbourne Uni), “Freshwater
turtles in an urban landscape”
Wendy Clark (FNCV & past Juniors’ member),
“Victorian Mammals”
Jurrie Hubregtse (FNCV), “Fungi”
Micah (Reptile Rescuer), “Australian Reptiles
and reptile rescue”

(Continued on page 4)
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July:

David Howell (President of Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater), “Helmeted Honeyeater”
August:
Juniors’ Birthday Party, theme “Desert Life”
September: Leon Altoff (FNCV Marine Group), “Life at the
Water’s Edge”
October:
John Bosworth (Museum Vic Geology), “New
Zealand North Island Volcanics”
November: Gerry Marantelli (Amphibians Research
Centre), “Frogs”
OUTINGS
February:

Queenscliff Marine Discovery Centre
(Scheduled boat trip cancelled again due to
high winds)
March:
Bat Research at Wilson Reserve Ivanhoe,
led by Robert Bender
April:
No outing due to Easter Camp
May:
Fungal Foray at Bunyip State Park with FNCV
Fungi Group
June:
Sherbrooke Forest Walk, led by Barbara Vegh
(Juniors’ parent)
July:
Dingo Discovery Research Centre,
Toolern Vale
August:
Planting with Helmeted Honeyeater project at
Yellingbo, led by David Howell.
September: Serendip Sanctuary, Lara
October:
Werribee Gorge walk
November: Derrimut and Werribee Zoo Grasslands, Botany
Group and Juniors’ Group

CAMPS
Easter Camp at Wedderburn:
This involved camping on private land with activities including
nature walks and bird watching around Wedderburn, Mt
Egbert and the Melville Caves, an annual visit by the Easter
Bilby, campfires and a concert.
Cup Weekend “Christmas” camp - Port Campbell
National Park:
We camped near the 12 Apostles on private land owned by
Paula Tovey and family, exploring Port Campbell National
Park and the Gellibrand River.
Robyn Goode

Juniors’ Christmas Camp
at Port Campbell and the
Gellibrand River.
Photo: Robyn Goode

The Victorian Naturalist
Six issues of The Victorian Naturalist, comprising Volume 129,
were published during 2012. This volume consisted of five
issues of 32 pages each, and one issue of 64 pages (which
included the Index for Volume 128). This spread resulted in
the publication of 220 pages for the year, which was about
20% less than the previous year’s output.
A total of 26 substantive papers were published in Volume
129, comprising 10 Research Reports, eight Contributions,
and six Naturalist Notes. There was no ‘Special’ issue during
2012, but two papers and an abstract from the 2011 Biodiversity Symposium on forests were published in issue number 5.
In addition, nine books were reviewed in the pages of the
journal in 2012. Of these books, two were donated by the
reviewers to the FNCV library; these were The Victorian bush:
its original and natural condition and Burke and Wills: the
scientific legacy. The citation for the 2011 Australian Natural
History Medallionist, Dr John CZ Woinarski, was published in
issue number 1.
I am grateful for the efforts of all members of the editorial
team: co-editors Maria Gibson and Gary Presland, Editorial
Assistant Virgil Hubregtse, and Administrative Assistant, the
late Dorothy Mahler. Throughout the year, each of them
always brought professionalism, attention to detail, and
support, and made it a pleasure to be part of the team of The
Victorian Naturalist.
Anne Morton
Executive Editor, The Victorian Naturalist

FNCV Annual Report 2012

Field Nats News
In 2012 Field Nats News issues ran from No. 216 to 226
inclusive. With the help of our valued contributors, (see table
below) and our wonderful editorial and collation teams, the
creation of the FNCV’s monthly newsletter always gives me
great satisfaction and pleasure.
The production of FNN is very much a group effort and there
are many people to thank. Unfortunately Dr. Noel Schleiger,
the founding editor of FNN, had to step down from the editorial
team in 2012 due to ill health. Noel has always given his
talents and time unstintingly to the FNCV. The Club will
forever be in his debt, not the least for his enormous contribution to the newsletter over 22 years. Special thanks to Sally
Bewsher, an invaluable member of our current team and to Su
Demsey who has generously helped out at times with the vital
task of proofreading. Also thank you to Gary Presland for so
often saving the day with his IT problem solving skills and for
help with archival material and obituaries. Many, many thanks
to Hali Ferguson for preparing the four monthly calendar on
which our activities page is based, keeping the lines of
communication with Club members open through the newsletter, assisting with our advertisers, supplying mail-out labels
and supporting and backing up the editorial team in countless,
much appreciated ways.
We would once again like to convey our thanks to the many
dedicated SIG members who provide our copy each month.
It is never easy to supply details of activities, check the
calendar and especially to report on meetings, excursions,

Page 5
camps and symposiums. The editorial team are continually
impressed with the high standard of articles and images
submitted and recognise the many hours of work that go into
them. Without our hardworking writers there would be no
content and no newsletter.
After the fire, the Club changed collation from the afternoon to
the morning. This has been a great success and allows
people to make better use of their day. In years past we
sometimes struggled to complete the collation task due to a
low number of helpers. In 2012 this has never been so. We
are very fortunate to have a reliable and enthusiastic group of
people who willingly volunteer their time each month for this
essential job. Particular thanks to Keith Marshall.
People sometimes ask about deadlines. It is easy, just think
Tuesday and count to 3. FNN's deadline is always 10 am the
first Tuesday of the month with the finished newsletter being
emailed to the printers on the second Tuesday of the month
about 4 pm. Collation takes place in the hall at about 10.30
am on the third Tuesday of the month.
Finally a request to readers. We always attempt to make Field
Nats News as attractive and relevant as possible by including
many images and diagrams. However, as the newsletter is
printed in black and white, the impact of these illustrations is
muted. Sometimes a bonus page of photos, that is only
available to those who receive an electronic copy, is included.
We would like to encourage even more members to receive
FNN via email and enjoy the full colour version. It also saves
the Club money and reduces the time taken for collation.
Please
contact
Hali
with
your
email
address,
admin@fncv.org.au and she will swap you from print to email.
It's that simple.
Joan Broadberry, Editor

February 12

(216

Cecily Falkingham, Joan Broadberry, David Gibson, Platon Vafiadis, Gary Presland, Hali
Ferguson

March 12

(217)

John Harris, Joan Broadberry, Peter Fagg, Russell Thompson, Sheila Houghton, Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis

April 12

(218)

John Harris, Robin Drury, Sally Bewsher, Joan Broadberry, Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis

May 12

(219)

John Harris, Cecily Falkingham, Fred Aslin, Robin Drury, Kaye Oddie, Pat Grey, Phillippa
Burgess, Joan Broadberry, Platon Vafiadis

June 12

(220)

John Harris, Roger Needham, Pat & Ed Grey, Ian Kitchen, Russell Thompson, Robin Drury,
Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis

July 12

(221)

John Harris, Kaye Oddie, Ruth Hoskin, Ed & Pat Grey, Gary Presland, Joan Broadberry,
Phillippa Burgess, Robin Drury, Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis

August 12

(222)

John Harris, Kaye Oddie, Joan Broadberry Ed & Pat Grey, Hali Ferguson

September 12

(223)

John Harris, Colin Hutchinson, Ruth Hoskin, Phillippa Burgess, Ed & Pat Grey, Gary Presland,
Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis

October 12

(224)

John Harris, Joan Broadberry, Roger Needham, Phillippa Burgess, Les Hanrahan, Virgil
Hubregtse, Pat Grey, Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis

November 12

(225)

John Harris, Kaye Oddie, Ed & Pat Grey, Joan Broadberry, Raymond Gibson, Ian Kitchen, Su
Demsey, Sally Bewsher, Russell Thompson, David De Angelis, Neil McLachlan, Knud Hansen, Hali Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis

Dec 12 /January
13

(226)

John Harris, Kaye Oddie, Ed & Pat Grey, Julie Simms, Joan Broadberry, Gary Presland Hali
Ferguson, Platon Vafiadis
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FNCV Environment Fund
The FNCV Environment Fund is a tax-deductible fund that was set up in 2003 to aid individuals and community groups who are
involved in environmental research. Its purposes are:

To support and finance environmental research, in particular research into the biodiversity of Victoria

To support and finance dissemination of information on the natural environment by any legitimate means, including public
lectures, seminars, field trips, courses and publications

To support and finance practical projects aimed at preserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Victoria.
The Fund is administered by a committee consisting of Malcolm Calder (Chair), Barbara Burns (Secretary and Treasurer), Bob
Rogers, Noel Schleiger, John Harris and Cathy Willis. Each year the Fund contacts the regional field naturalist clubs in Victoria
and advertises in the FNCV Newsletter and on the Web for grant applications. The committee meets in April to process the
submissions and decide on the successful applicants.
The projects supported in 2012 were:
FNCV Fauna Survey Group
Mange Management Inc

2 Little Acorn Cameras and accessories
Notebook computer and screen

$568
$992

FSG Bat Group

2000 Bat Flyers

$300

Maryborough Field Naturalists
John Patykowski
Deakin Uni – Hons Research project

BenQ MX710 projector & bag

$1,000

Research on Pomaderris vaccinifolia

$1,000
$3,860

Each project is to be completed within 12 months of receipt of funding, with a report on completion to be forwarded to the FNCV.
Donations to the fund are tax-deductible and most welcome and gratefully accepted. Thank you to everyone who donated in
2012. Your support will enable the Fund to continue providing grants for worthy projects in the future.
Barbara Burns Secretary

Botany Group
The Botany Group has continued to attract informative
speakers and has visited a diverse array of interesting
locations during the past year.
The Botany Group members wish to acknowledge the effort
taken by the speakers, excursion leaders and members who
made the activities interesting and enjoyable. A special thank
you to the speakers and excursion leaders mentioned below.

 Karen Bell from RBGM for presenting on Geographical
origins of pan-tropical plants, their invasive status and a
biogeography of their natural enemies, insects.
 Russell Best who demonstrated “Natureshare”, or the field
guide in your pocket, with the use of a net-connected
Smart Phone.
 David Cameron who presented on “When functional and
Linnaean taxonomies meet, a preliminary ethnobotanical
investigation in the Cordillera Administrative region of the
Philippines”.

 Dr Mary Gibson who presented on “Sphacelariales: sex a









rare event”, describing the reproduction of these fascinating algae, and who braved the cold at Mushroom Reef,
Flinders in May to introduce us to many species of algae.
Dr Graeme Lorimer who gave us an introduction to
sedges and rushes, and provided us with a user friendly
key that we used with him on an excursion to the Bonview
Wetlands, Ruffey Lake Park, Doncaster.
Damien Cook who spoke about the effect of rain on
wetlands after many years of dry, and showed us around a
few quite different wetlands in the Castlemaine area.
Bruce Fuhrer who took us through a wonderful evening of
botanical photographs, including vascular plants, briophytes, seaweeds, and some fungi, all while answering
our many questions on tips for photography.
Dan Murphy from the Herbarium, RBGM, who explained
the interesting evolution of Acacia, and also the story of
how Australia managed to keep the name Acacia.
Jill Burness for explaining the history of the Australian
Garden at RBGC and for taking us for a tour of stage 2,
before its official opening.

Pat Grey and Sue Gymer at Willis Nature Reserve.
Photo: Sue Bendel
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 Brian Bainbridge who, discussed Grassland flora conservation in the Merri Creek catchment, with information
about three trials to help restore floral diversity in urban
grassland reserves and secure the future of the rare Plains
Yam Daisy. This was followed up with a visit to the Ngarridjarrang grassland in Reservoir at the peak of wild flowering display.
 Colleen Miller who presented a PowerPoint and Video of
the endangered grasslands of the Basalt Plains. The
Juniors’ Group then joined us to visit the William Anglis
Grasslands and the indigenous nursery and new grasslands at the Werribee Open Plains Zoo.
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the production of a number of the FNCV publications. She
brought her knowledge of plants and birds to Geology excursions, adding to our understanding of the underlying geology.
It was with great sadness that we learnt of Dorothy’s passing
in December 2012.
Ruth Hoskin and Roger Needham have taken over the joint
representation of the Geology SIG on the FNCV Council.

During 2012 the Botany Group also visited Fourth Hill,
Warrandyte, where we saw many Acacias and just a few
orchids in flower and a Trust for Nature property at Willis
Nature Reserve in Smith’s Gully, where we began work on a
species list. We intend to visit this lovely patch of bushland
again to continue our work.
A special thank you to Karen Lester for again assisting with
the management of the Clyde–Tooradin Disused Railway,
Plains Grassland Area. Unfortunately it was too wet this year
to look for and monitor threatened species and habitat with
much of the Grassland being under water. We have formed a
working group management and threatened species and
recovery team for Clyde with DSE, CFA, VicTrack, City of
Casey and Westernport Swamp Landcare. A burn plan has
been prepared by the CFA, and burns are planned for early
2013 and 2014 given suitable weather conditions.

Coronet Bay, Western Port,
View over Baxter Sandstone in foreground,
gravel and sandy parallel bars with Phillip Island in background.
Photo: Kaye Oddie

Sue Bendel, on behalf of the Botany Committee
Meetings 2012
February:

Geology Group
Ten meetings were held in 2012, each with a guest speaker,
in addition to one weekend excursion. A list of the talks is
given below. Reports of talks are published in Field Naturalist
News and also put on the FNCV Geology website. We thank
Joan Broadberry and John McCallum respectively for undertaking these important tasks.
The weekend excursion was to Western Port on Mar 3-4
under the expert leadership of Dr. Eric Bird, Geostudies,
University of Melbourne and former professor in Geography at
the University. Two full days of exploration and learning about
the geology of the coast of Western Port Bay from Flinders to
San Remo were greatly enjoyed by Field Naturalists Clubs’
members, visitors and families.
The year saw the retirement of long-serving Geology SIG and
FNCV members, Dr. Noel Schleiger and his partner Dorothy
Mahler. Noel’s involvement in the Geology SIG dates back
over twenty-seven years. He was also a long-term member of
the FNCV Council and took on very many other important
roles in the FNCV. Over the years he was the author of many
articles in The Victorian Naturalist. Dorothy was also a
Council member, held a variety of organisational positions,
including FNCV excursion secretary, was involved in organising tours for FNCV members and contributed her expertise in

An Insight into How Minerals Form. Dr. Stuart
Mills, Museum Victoria
March:
Secrets in the Sediments –Evidence for our
ever-changing Climate. Prof. Peter Gell,
University of Ballarat
April:
Working with the Melbourne Museum Palaeon
tology Collection. Ms Lisa Nink, Melbourne
Museum
May:
Groundwater-Surface Water Interactions. Dr.
Peter Dahlhaus, University of Ballarat
June:
New Zealand North Island Volcanics. John
Bosworth, Member, Mineralogical Society of
Victoria
July:
Aurora Photography Adventures. Mr. Phil Hart,
Astrophotographer
August:
Rocks in Space: Using Meteorites to Under
stand Extra-Solar Planets and the Next Mining
Frontier. Mr. Andrew Langendam, University of
Melbourne
September: Exploring the Scablands, Washington State,
USA. Dr. Peter Jackson, Geologist, Morning
Star Mine
October:
Travels in the Canadian and Russian Arctic
regions – Geology, Plants and Animals. Kaye
Oddie and Neil McLachlan, Members, FNCV
Geology Group
November: The Recent Fossil Record of Insects in Austra
lia and the Indo-Pacific Region: Past Climates,
Environments and Human Impacts. Dr. Nick
Porch, Deakin University
Kaye Oddie
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Marine Research Group
The Marine Research Group held seven meetings and
undertook 13 field trips throughout 2012. On average 13
people attended our meetings with the highest attendance of
22 people.
The program for the year was:
February

Fiona Warry from the Department of Sustainability and Environment spoke on "Using
fish as indicators of the ecological condition
of Victoria's estuaries".

May

2012 Field Trip Roundup narrated by Leon
Altoff, with presentations from several
members.

July

Mel Mackenzie from Museum Victoria spoke
of her participation in an Antarctic expedition, "A Voyage South – Ice, animals and
adventures in Western Antarctica".

August

Ursula Smith from Museum Victoria spoke
on "Palaeontology: Thinking past the
present".

September

Barbara Hall presented on
Victorian shallow water crabs.

identifying

cucumbers), Amphipoda and Isopoda (small crustaceans),
Stauromedusae (stalked jellyfish), and Nemertea (ribbon
worms), as well as conducting general study of marine
invertebrates to increase their own knowledge and that of
others. We also identify and monitor pest species found during
our field work.

After three to four hours in the water the MRG partake of
some refreshments and make use of a microscope and small
mobile library to identify specimens found on the day.
Photo: Leon Altoff

In 2012 our field work included locations in Portland and
Inverloch areas, as well as Point Danger Torquay, Honeysuckle Point and The Jawbone Williamstown.
All fieldwork is performed under collecting permits issued by
DSE and DPI.
The Marine Research Group prides itself on its knowledge of
marine invertebrates and works with other groups including
interstate groups to expand their knowledge and assist with
their projects.
The existing committee remained in place.
A Stauromedusa found at the Jawbone Port Phillip Bay - one
of only 4 species documented for Australia.
Photo: Leon Altoff

October

Mark O'Loughlin spoke on "Some frontiers
of Antarctic marine research".

December

Members night.

Field work is an important activity for the group, providing
members with the opportunity to observe animals in their
natural habitat and their interactions with their environment
and other animals. The data and specimens collected by the
Marine Research Group contribute to on-going research
conducted by the group. MRG members are actively researching Opisthobranchia (sea slugs and related animals),
micro-Gastropoda (very small snails), Holothuroidea (sea

President
Secretary
Fieldtrip coordinator
Committee member

Michael Lyons
Leon Altoff
Audrey Falconer
Platon Vafiadis

I would like to thank all our speakers for sharing their knowledge with us. I would also like to thank Platon Vafiadis for
preparing the MRG page for Field Nats News and Audrey
Falconer for coordinating our field trips.
Leon Altoff, Secretary
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Fungi Group
Aims
The Fungi Group aims to ‘widen our knowledge of fungi in the
field’. Through our activities we hope to improve the knowledge and understanding of the distribution and ecology of
Victorian fungi.
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In each case, the appropriate ranger was contacted prior to
the survey to check any special requirements, and each
ranger was sent a copy of the relevant survey report.
Locations visited included five new sites, two of which
(Gembrook and Kurth Kiln, Shiprock Falls) had burnt areas
where fungi that grow after fire could be seen. Woodlands
Historic Park, Greenvale, being an area where dry land fungi
were abundant, was also very interesting.
All foray activities are covered by a Research Permit from the
Department of Sustainability and Environment to facilitate our
project: ‘The collation of data on distribution and ecology of
Victorian fungi’. This permit will cover our foray activities until
2014.
A number of collections were made for the National Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.
During the year a series of talks, plus a workshop, were held
at the FNCV clubhouse, Blackburn. Topics included:








‘Macrophotography’ by Paul George
‘Phoenix fungi – mushrooms and other fungi appearing
after fire’ by Dr Tom May
‘Fungi under the microscope’ by Virgil Hubregtse
‘Dry land fungi’ by Richard Hartland
‘Fungi under the microscope’ workshop, introduced by
Jurrie Hubregtse
‘Molecular systematics of Cortinarius from southern
Australia’ by Dr Franck Stefani.

Two Members’ Nights were held so that members could show
their photographs to the group.
'Chlorovibrissea - bicolor'.
Photo: Jurrie Hubregtse
Activities
Our program of weekly forays attracts a wide range of people
of various ages and experience, and experienced guides lead
each foray. The following locations were surveyed:















Toorongo Falls, near Noojee, 15 April. Species recorded: 60
Gembrook, 22 April. Species recorded: 25
Badger Weir, near Healesville, 29 April. Species
recorded: 58
Upper Yarra Reservoir, 6 May. Species recorded: 82
Mortimer Reserve, Bunyip State Park, 13 May. Species
recorded: 69; 1 July. Species recorded: 40
Mount Worth State Park, Moonlight Creek area, 20
May. Species recorded: 74
Ned’s Gully, Cathedral Range, 27 May. Species
recorded: 96; 29 July. Species recorded: 95
Greens Bush, Mornington Peninsula National Park, 3
June. Species recorded: 87
The Beeches, near Marysville, 10 June. Species
recorded: 85
Jack Cann Reserve, Blackwood, 24 June. Species
recorded: 89
Woodlands Historic Park, Greenvale, 8 July. Species
recorded: 55
Dom Dom Saddle, 15 July. Species recorded: 70
Kurth Kiln Regional Park, 22 July. Species recorded: 38

This year, The Fungi CD: Fungi in Australia, 3rd edition was
produced by Jurrie Hubregtse and continues to sell. This
useful guide contains images of 300 species, together with a
search key.
Interesting finds
Three Fungimap target species that we don’t often see
included the drab grey Stalked Hairy Cup Helvella fibrosa in
leaf litter at Toorongo Falls; Two-toned Pin Chlorovibrissea
bicolor on a log in the running water of Whitehouse Creek at
The Beeches; and Brown-headed Pin Vibrissea Dura at Mount
Worth.
Cordyceps menesteridis, a fungus that grows on beetle
larvae, was found at both Gembrook and Kurth Kiln. This is a
small Cordyceps, rarely growing taller than 50 mm. The head
is coloured orange to ochre and is only about 6 mm long.
One of the highlights of our foray near Bunyip was a group of
huge Laccocephalum sp. growing under eucalypts beside the
road some distance from the Mortimer nature walk. The fruitbodies were up to 350 mm across, and their surface resembled polished brown leather.
Ductifera sucina, a jelly-like fungus, was found on wooden
posts at Dom Dom Saddle.
An Auriscalpium sp., which we have seen on the same
eucalypt tree at Jack Cann Reserve every year, has not been
found anywhere else to date.
Jurrie Hubregtse
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Group Photo FNCV Juniors.
Photo: Robyn Goode

Sugar Glider,
Petaurus breviceps.
An unusual capture in
an elliott trap at
Alexandra.
Photo: Barbara Burns
John Harris President FNCV
presenting life membership to Noel
Schleiger and the late Dorothy
Mahler.
Photo: Barbara Burns

Swamp rat, rattus lutreolus. Photographed at
Adobe Flats Mallacoota.
Photo: Joan Broadberry

Members of the Marine Research Group
identifying and photographing interesting
specimens collected whilst surveying at the
Bunurong Marine National Park.
Photo: Joan Broadberry
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Vbrissea - Dura.
Photo: Jurrie Hubregtse

In the summer of 2012-2013, unprecedented
numbers of the harmless cantharid beetle
Chauliognathus lugubris, have been present in
Victoria. They are sometimes called plague soldier
beetles because of the large numbers that
congregate on the branches, trunks and flowers of
Myrtaceous plants.
Photo: Alan Yen

Members of the Marine
Research Group surveying at the
Bunurong Marine National Park.
Photo: Joan Broadberry

Small Wax-lip orchid
Glossodia minor
Mallacoota.

FSG Rushworth Crew having lunch.

Photo: Barbara Burns

Photo: Sally Bewsher

Page 12 FNCV Annual Report 2012

Terrestrial
Invertebrate Group
The Terrestrial Invertebrate Group had five meetings during
2012. Due to the increased interest in moths with publication
of the booklets on Victorian moths by Peter Marriott, the TIG
decided to start the year with a talk on moths. Unfortunately
Peter Marriott had to pull out of the evening due to family
reasons, and the TIG is grateful to Jim Tuttle for stepping in at
the last moment. Jim gave a talk entitled, A look at the hawk
moths of Australia. Hawkmoths belong to the family Sphingidae, a family of large-bodied moths that rest with their wings
out and at a 45 degree angle to their body. They are fast
fliers, hence their common name, and feed on nectar. Jim
gave an outline of his work on collecting and documenting the
Australian hawk moth fauna for his proposed book on the
group.

One of the activities undertaken by the TIG has been identification of insects for members and also the general public. For
example, the summer of 2012-2013 has seen unprecedented
numbers of the harmless cantharid beetle Chauliognathus
lugubris, sometimes called plague soldier beetles because of
the large numbers that congregate on the branches, trunks and
flowers of Myrtaceous plants (see photo page 11).
The last meeting of 2012 had John Wainer talking about his life
Collecting beetles in Victoria. John, trained as a marsupial
biologist and was involved with fauna surveys many years ago,
but as collected beetles for his whole life. He gave a reflective
talk on some of his experiences as a young collector when his
forays as a school boy were dependant on public transport to
get to collecting localities – an echo of FNCV excursions 100
years ago. John displayed a part of his extensive beetle collection and encouraged younger members to get involved in beetle
collecting.
Alan Yen

Microscopy Group
Our group has kept similar numbers of regular attendees all
year, and has also welcomed new faces from other groups at
various times.
Danilla Grando; a medical diagnostic microbiologist and project
leader for biotechnology at RMIT spoke on several eye diseases, each accompanied by illustrative photos and videos
taken through the microscope. We learnt about river blindness,
pastella, gas gangrene, trachoma and acanthamoeba.
Phil Littlejohn works in importation and quarantine of freshwater
and marine fish and is a specialist in Victorian freshwater fish.
We learnt from his talk about the life cycle and treatment of
White Spot Disease. Rarely found in nature, it is an all too
common parasite in aquarium conditions, which if not treated at
the correct point in the reproductive cycle, will kill all species in
the tank. There can be many thousands of ‘louse’ infecting the
tank.

John Wainer speaking about Collecting beetles in
Victoria. Photo: Alan Yen
The April speaker was Ken Walker, the Senior Curator of
Entomology at Museum Victoria. Ken spoke on a topic that is
of interest – Native Australian bees. As most, but not all,
native Australia bees are small-bodied, many people associated “bees” with the introduced honeybee. Ken gave a
fascinating talk about the morphological characters of the
hundreds of species of Australian bees that let them pollinate
Australian plants. In August, Sabine Perrone talked about the
European honey bee, Apis mellifera. Sabine also discussed
the morphological features of honey bees related to their role
as pollinators of many of our introduced plant species. Sabine,
an amateur bee-keeper, described how honey bees can be
kept in backyards to produce honey.
The June meeting was a Members’ Night. Members brought
along specimens and photographs for discussion. This is
always a night that generates a lot of interest and discussion.

Lee Hudek, PhD student from Deakin University spoke to us on
Cyanobacteria, or blue green algae. Evidence of Cyanobacteria
existence goes back 3.5 billion years, since they first began
oxygenating the atmosphere, which led to the development of
oxygenated organisms. He is working on the metal uptake and
efflux of cyanobacteria and hopes to remove the negative
stigma associated with blue green algae by establishing its role
in heavy metal absorption and its symbiotic relationship with
rice, wheat, liverworts, hornworts and grasses through nitrogen
fixation.
Sue Cornish, a medical scientist in pathology from the Australian Society for Microbiology spoke to us on microorganisms
and their link to infectious diseases with many micrographs of
the organisms. We covered Malaria, Giardia, Staphylococcus,
tetanus, food poisoning and gastroenteritis.
Our group also enjoyed a great activity with a display evening
whereby our wonderful collection of microscopes, old and
modern and fabulous old slides was utilized. Many interesting
specimens were brought in for our experienced members to
help identify.
2012 has been another year of interesting and varied speakers
showing their deep passion and expertise in their areas. Our
members recognise the wonderful opportunities they have
provided us with by giving up their time to expand our knowledge on so many topics.
Phillippa Sterpin
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Day Group
In 2012 the Day Group continued to provide to members and
friends the widest range of subjects within the realm of natural
history. In addition to the usual few offerings on the flora and
fauna of areas outside Australia, there were presentations that
focused on a variety of topics within the purview of the natural
world. As in previous years, meetings were consistently well
attended; interest in the Day Group has remained high, with
an average attendance at meetings through the year of just
over 20 people. In 2012 Day Group attendees were treated to
the following presentations:
24 January: John Harris: ‘Bird watching in New Caledonia’
28 February Ian Moodie: ‘Nature photography – how not
to take bad pic-chewers’
27 March
Peter Fagg: ‘Silviculture in Victorian forests’
22 May
Joan Broadberry: ‘Birdwatching and nature
on Christmas Island’
26 June
Bec Carland: ‘History of science in Museum
Victoria’
24 July
Mary Gibson: ‘Surviving the Zambesi’
28 August
Don Garden: ‘FNCV and the beginning of
the VNPA’
25 September Lynsey Poore: ‘Plants of the Little Desert
and Western Grampians’
23 October Excursion to Wandinong Sanctuary,
Blackburn, lead by Bill Ellemor
27 November Mary Gibson: ‘An introduction to the study
of Lichen’

The Convenor is pleased to thank all of the year’s presenters
and the excursion leader, who so willingly gave of their time
and knowledge. Once again, a special ‘thank you’ is extended
to Joan Broadberry who, through the year, has provided
invaluable assistance with maintaining a record of the Group’s
activities.
Gary Presland
Day Group Coordinator

Australian Natural
History Medallion
The Australian Natural History Medallion has been awarded
annually since 1940. Regrettably, 2012 presented a break in
this tradition, in that no award was made. This situation arose
because there were no nominations in the past two years.
The General Committee of ANHM was diminished, and its
members saddened, by the passing in March 2012 of Gregory
W. Binns, OAM, a longstanding member of the Committee.
The Secretary wishes to record his thanks to the members of
the General Committee who have provided support through
advice and discussion throughout the year.
Gary Presland
Secretary ANHM
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Library
The major achievement in the Library during 2012 was the
rationalisation of our holdings of reports of the Geological
Survey of New South Wales. A collection of about fifty
reports had been donated to the Library some time ago,
many of which, through the press of other business, had
never been fully entered into the system. On closer examination it was found that a large percentage was lacking the
mapsheets, on which each report was based. As a result of
this review, a further 10 NSW geological reports have been
added to the catalogue and more space has been created on
the Library shelves.
A total of 24 new volumes were added to the FNCV Library
collection during 2012. These acquisition covered a variety of
topics (in addition to geological reports): of note amongst
these were Burke & Wills: the scientific legacy of the Victorian Exploring Expedition, McCann, D.A. and Joyce, E.B
(Eds) (2011) (donated by Anne Morton); A guide to Australia's spiny freshwater crayfish, McCormack, R.B. (2011)
(donated by Gary Poore); Invisible connections: why migrating shorebirds need the Yellow Sea, Kam, Jan van de
(2010); and The Victorian bush: its 'original and natural'
condition Hateley, R. (2011) (donated by Gary Presland)
The Library continues to benefit from members of the Club
who generously donate books to the Library and offer
material for deposit in the FNCV archives. We also regularly
receive copies of books that were reviewed in The Victorian
Naturalist. During 2012 we have received donations from Bill
Fenner, Graham Patterson, Edward and Hazel Brentnall, Eric
Bird, and Gary Poore. Our thanks are extended to all these
people.
102 books and periodicals were borrowed during the year.
There was a relatively small number of archival enquiries
during the year but some of these were of a more than
ordinary interest. One enquirer asked about the FNCV
involvement in a trip organised by the Barrier Field Naturalists Club (Broken Hill) in 1962 to inspect the ‘Depot Tree’,
which was associated with the Burke and Wills expedition;
there was an enquiry about the possibility of the FNCV
holding a photograph of the lilypond in Wattle Park in its
heyday; and the Archivist was able to refute a suggestion
from another researcher that the Geelong FNC was older
than the FNCV.
After a number of years of service, Enid Haarhoff ceased
helping out in the Library early in 2012. Graham Patterson
has provided invaluable support throughout the year and in
the latter part we were joined by Yvonne Fitzmaurice. My
thanks go to all of these people for their ready assistance
and cheery company.
Gary Presland
Honorary Librarian and Archivist

Thanks to Barbara Burns for the
production of the FNCV Annual Report
2012
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Fauna Survey Group
The FSG has maintained regular camps through 2012, except
in the cold, winter months. Camps included surveys at
Alexandra, Chambers Reserve Pakenham, Mt Samaria,
Dergholm in Western Victoria, Rushworth (two trips), Mallacoota and Gobur.

Speakers, 2012.
February - John Harris: “Birding in New Caledonia”.
March - Dr. Mike Weston, Deakin Uni. “Insights into breeding
shorebirds – the research paparazzi”.
April - Mike Sverns, Senior Wildlife Investigator with DSE.
"Regulating the wildlife trade in Victoria."
May - Natalie Briscoe. “Predicting the responses of arboreal
folivores to a changing climate”.
June - Nick Porch. Deakin University. “Islands That Were:
Fossil Insights into the Sad History of Human Impacts on
Indo-Pacific Islands”.
July - Graeme Stockfeld. Turtle research. Australian Freshwater Turtle Conservation and Research Association.
August. - Robin Drury. FSG camera results and experiences.
September - Lisa Godinho. "The Bats of Melbourne". (As
Lisa was unwell, Ian Kitchen presented this talk for her).
October - Dr Euan Ritchie. Deakin University. “Conservation
with bite: the functional roles of predators and their importance
for biodiversity”.
November - Pam Whiteley, Wildlife Health Surveillance
Victoria. Melbourne University, Faculty of Veterinary Science.
“Investigating the health of free-ranging wildlife populations to
detect changes and risks and their impact on biodiversity
conservation, biosecurity and health”.

Putting up a repaired nestbox at Rushworth.
Ray Gibson and Alex Maisey.
Photo: Sally Bewsher

We have used our remote cameras on field trips and gained
further experience in operating them. Results of the native and
introduced species photographed are set out in the table on
the next page. A total of 33 species and 570 individuals were
photographed (see Table).

The week-long club trip to Mallacoota was highly successful
and well attended. It provided a welcome change from our
usual camping activities, as we stayed in accommodation. It
was terrific to have some Club members, who do not usually
attend FSG camps, join us.
There were two Rushworth trips in 2012, May and December.
Each was attended by 15 members and checking nest-boxes
was the main focus. More animals were found in May, 93
Sugar Gliders and 18 Brush-tailed Phascogales compared to
just 23 Sugar Gliders and 6 Phascogales in December. The
reasons for the difference are questions for further investigation, but temperature inside the nest boxes in hot weather
could be a factor. A highlight from these surveys was recording some rarely seen animals; a Common Dunnart and a
Dwyer’s Snake were seen in May and a Feathertail Glider was
seen at the December Camp.
Four stagwatches were held in 2012, these being in January,
March, April and October. (The February one was cancelled
due to a Total Fire Ban). Eight Leadbeaters Possums were
observed at three of the four sites visited. All of the localities
surveyed were on sites where the group had recorded LBP in
the past.
We had eleven speakers at our monthly meetings, two of
them FSG members. We thank them all for giving their time
to come and share their passion, research and knowledge
with us.
(NB. Omission of April speaker from Annual Report, 2011.
Dale Nimmo, Research Fellow, Deakin University. “The effect
of fire on reptiles in the Mallee”.)

Preparing a remote camera site, Mt Samaria.
Photo: Sally Bewsher
Two of the FSG members gave talks this year, one to Warringal Conservation Society about Leadbeaters Possum and the
second to The Patch Landcare Group on possums and
gliders.
Our survey work is carried out by named permit holders and
Fauna Survey Group members under the conditions of our
DSE Flora and Fauna Permit which is valid until May 2015. All
results are forwarded to the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas
following surveys, as required by this permit.
Sally Bewsher
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Remote Camera Results - FSG 2012
Baluk

Cockatoo

William

Island

Australian Magpie

Dergholm

Gobur

13

Malla-

Mt

Grand

coota

Samaria

Total

5

18

Bat
Black Rat
Black Wallaby

1
24

15

1

107

158

1

11

6

7

12

Bush Rat

10

Butterfly

1

2

Brushtail Possum

8

Ringtail Possum

1

2
4

1

Common Wombat

20

Cow

12
5

3

Eastern Grey Kangaroo
Eastern Yellow Robin

20

2

1

23
1

3

European Rabbit
Fallow Deer

3

1

Eastern Rosella

25

1
103

1

5

1

104

19

19

Grey Shrike-thrush

3

3

Insect

1

1

Koala

1

1

Laughing Kookaburra

1

Macropod

3

Magpie-lark

3

93

93

Mountain Brushtail Possum

12

Noisy Miner

12

10

10

Pied Currawong

1

Purple Swamphen

17

Red Fox

12

1
17

4

2

Sambar Deer
Short-beaked Echidna

2
2

2

Sugar glider

1

Superb Lyrebird

1

Number of species

Three toed skink,
Hemiergis decresiensis,
at Alexandra.
Photo: B. Burns

5

1

6
1

5

Wonga Pigeon
Grand Total

2
1

1

Unknown bird

18
4

1

Superb Fairy-wren

1

5

62

271

1

88

22

126

570

9

12

1

13

6

9

33
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