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President’s Report
It is hard to believe another year has passed and it is time to
again put “pen to paper” for the President’s Report. This last
year has been full of activities, whether they are those of the
SIG’s or of the Club itself. A number of those come to mind
which I would like to highlight in this report.
The FNCV Environment Fund continues to fund applications
from within the Club and from individuals and groups outside
of our organisation. Along with the Fauna Survey Group,
which purchased a trail camera, the Christmas Hills Fire
Brigade was another recipient of grant funding. The fire
brigade planned to create a landscaped area around their
facilities, highlighting local native plants and fire sensitive
ways to create gardens. A reminder to all members that
donations to the Environment Fund are tax-deductible.
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Southern legless lizards—Delma australis

Fauna Survey Group Putting up Harp Traps at Harrow.
Photo Sally Bewsher

The last year has been one of much change for the Juniors
with Myriam, Rob and Anna Knottenbelt stepping out of their
positions and then Wendy Clark (the stalwart of the Juniors)
and Evannah also announcing that they would be ceasing
their involvement after many, many years. I would like to
again acknowledge and thank them for their vast contribution over the years to the Juniors’ group. Other parents
Claire and Scott Ferguson, Robyn Goode and Knud Hansen
have since filled the vacancies and are guiding the Juniors’
Council well. Thank you for your willingness to be involved
in this vibrant group.
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In 2010, the FNCV again had a display at the Whitehorse City
Council’s Spring Festival. Thank you to Joan Broadberry,
Barbara Burns, Heather Eadon, Sally Bewsher, Victoria Aitken
and Ray Gibson for their assistance with the stall. There was
much interest with many people taking information leaflets and
chatting about the Club’s activities. The “skull quiz” continued
to be a big hit with the kids and a number of people took the
opportunity of a discounted membership for the day to join our
club.
The annual Biodiversity Symposium was held in November
last year, with the theme “Melbourne’s Biodiversity – Past and
Present” which was tied in with the International Year of
Biodiversity. All of the guest speakers based their presentations around historical information contained in the Handbook
of Melbourne, which was edited by Baldwin Spencer and
published in 1900, and then current information on their
selected topics. The speakers were: Dr Tom May – Fungi, Dr
Alan Yen – Terrestrial Invertebrates, Di Crowther – Aquatic
Invertebrates, Dr Graeme Lorimer – Botany, Michael Lyons –
Marine Invertebrates, Dr Andrew Hamer – Reptiles and
Amphibians, Richard Loyn – Birds, and Peter Menkhorst –
Mammals.
The Symposium also saw the launch of the Club’s “Goodwill
Wine”, a fund-raising idea that combines wines labelled with
our own logo with money from each dozen sold coming back
to the club. Not being a wine drinker myself, I am told that the
wines are “a nice drop”. Thank you to Hali and Victoria for
organising this fund-raiser.
The latest President’s Appeal was launched last year to raise
funds to replace the aging, asbestos roof on the hall. This was
needed to be done before we could take our next step in
becoming more ecologically sustainable by installing a solar
power system on the roof. While the solar system will hopefully be financed by a Climate Community Grant from the
State Government, the cost of the roof replacement (around
$30 000) has come from the Club’s fund, donations from
members through the appeal and many of the fund-raising
activities mentioned elsewhere in this report. A big thank you
to all members who have already donated, or will donate, to
this appeal.
One of the more adventurous activities that the Club undertook in the last year was a “Sausage Sizzle” at Bunnings
Nunawading. Hali suggested that we try to organise a day as
a fundraiser towards the President’s Appeal. At relatively short
notice, she organised the volunteers, food, drinks etc and then
ran the day. While not as profitable as anticipated, the sizzle
raised several hundred dollars and provided an opportunity to
promote our Club and activities. Another one is planned for
later this year and volunteers are sought to help out.
It was my pleasure in November to welcome guests to the
2010 Australian Natural History Medallion presentation to Dr
Don Sands OAM. Don has undertaken research into butterflies and other insects for many, many years as an entomologist with CSIRO. Don’s presentation on the evening was
based on his conservation work involving the Richmond
Birdwing Butterfly. Don outlined the research and community

Thanks to Barbara Burns for the
production of the FNCV Annual Report
and to Alison Houghton for her help with
proof-reading.
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involvement in the protection of this species. This community
involvement was one of the first to bring schools onboard with
“hands-on” projects of growing food plants and monitoring
populations in northern NSW and south-east Queensland.
After a suggestion to Council last year, the Council adopted a
resolution to honour Sheila Houghton for her many, many,
tireless years as Club Librarian and Archivist. While it took
some convincing to get Sheila to attend the Christmas party, I
had the pleasure of unveiling the dedication to her. Above the
library door reads “The Sheila Houghton Library and Archives”, a fitting dedication to the lady I affectionately refer to
as the “font of all knowledge” regarding the FNCV.
As you enter the hall from whichever door, you will have
probably noticed the new signage advertising the Club and its
activities. The issue of how to promote the Club has been
around for a few years with differing opinions on what type of
signage was needed. After much discussion in the past year,
the format of the signage was settled. Thanks again, to
Victoria and Hali for their efforts with the various “mock-ups”
and to Rob, Hali’s husband, for his time up the ladder installing them. There is now no doubt as to who the hall belongs to
and what we are involved in.
The first of four New Members Nights took place in February,
again the brainchild of Hali. It was an opportunity for new
members to hear about the range of club activities and
services. SIG representatives also had the opportunity to
discuss their particular group’s emphasis and answer questions that may arise.
Finally, I would like to thank a number of people for their, often
behind the scenes, contributions to our Club.
To Joan Broadberry and Noel Schleiger for their efforts as
Editors of the Field Nat News. To those members who have
written a piece for publication and to the many volunteers who
collate the FNN for postage each month.
Gary Presland, Anne Morton, Maria Gibson and Virgil
Hubregtse are to be recognised for their continued Editorship
of The Victorian Naturalist, the bimonthly journal of scientific
research, contributions, books reviews and more.
To Hali Ferguson, our Administrative Officer, for all her work
during office hours and often many hours afterwards. It is
pleasing to see Hali at our functions, in the background,
helping out where she can.
Finally, an organisation like ours cannot run by itself so I
would like to thank all members of Council, whether they be
elected or SIG representatives for their efforts throughout the
year. It is no mean feat to turn up to meetings regardless of
what else is happening for you, just so the Council can have a
quorum to enable all the Club’s business to be undertaken
and decisions made.
John Harris, President
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Administration
This is my second complete year at the Club, and I am still
meeting new people every week. 2010 has been a busy year
with several changes to the way things are run in the office.
The data base has been stream lined with membership
categories changed slightly. I have also established a
Volunteer Register in the hope that the various tasks that
volunteers perform for the club can be spread more evenly
throughout the club.

Junior’s Group
2010 was an eventful year for the Junior Field Naturalists group,
not only because of the usual round of speakers, outings and
camps, but also because of big leadership changes within the
group.

Membership
Membership as at 31st December 2010 was 954, 27 members
more than for the same time last year. We attracted 147 new
members over the year, but unfortunately lost 120. This year
the largest membership categories were Family memberships
(290) and Ordinary (full fee) members.
Book Sales
Total profit from the book shop for 2010 was $2071.78, with
several new book titles being added to our stock throughout
the year. FNCV publications continue to sell well with a total
profit of $1412.03. The new 2010 Fungi CD was a bestseller
making $649.46 profit to date.
Hall Hire
We continued to hire out our hall to various groups in 2010
and received a total income (before expenses) of $5721.81.
We have 4 groups that hire our hall on a regular basis
throughout the year and we also accommodate an increasing
number of casual hall hirers. The hall is cleaned on a
fortnightly basis ensuring the premises are ready for use by
hirers as well as club members. A new master key was cut
and distributed in an effort to update our security.
Promotion
Our 4 monthly Calendar of Events provides details about club
meetings, excursions and camps for each of our Special
Interest Groups (SIGs). It is distributed to libraries, Universities and other environmental groups throughout Melbourne
and Victoria and includes a membership application form for
new members to join.
Our website continues to be an excellent marketing tool and
assists in promoting all aspects of the club. Coming events
such as Symposiums and our annual Australian Natural
History Medallion presentation are advertised through our
website providing an additional method of communication.
The club participated, once again, in the Whitehorse Spring
Festival. This was a wonderful opportunity for members to
promote the club to the general public. It is hoped that the
club will be able to participate in more of these types of events
in 2011, utilizing the Volunteer Register to man the stall.
Advertising in FNCV Publication
Paid advertising and flyer inserts placed in the Field Nat News
(FNN) during the year totalled $845.46. There was no income
from paid advertising in The Victorian Naturalist this year.
Fundraising
During 2010 we discovered that we needed a new roof and
undertook some fundraising. Fundraising is a new experience
for the club. I felt that we were quite successful raising
$984.70, through a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle, selling
Calendars, the Roof Appeal Tin and the Xmas Raffle.
I would like to thank all the volunteers who have contributed
their time to the various aspects of running the club and have
supported me in my role as administration officer.
Hali Ferguson, Administration Officer.

Jellyfish — Photo Claire Ferguson

In August, the group’s president Myriam announced her resignation along with her parents Rob and Anna, all of whom had put
much hard work into running the group over a number of years.
Shortly afterwards Wendy Clark, long time Juniors member and
advisor, also announced that it was time for her and daughter
Evannah to move on after many years with the Field Naturalists.
We are very grateful to Myriam, Rob, Anna, Wendy and Evannah
for all that they have done to educate, encourage and inspire our
Junior’s group. Needless to say, their departure left a large void
that needed to be filled, and a number of parents of younger
children, rather than the usual teenage council members and their
parents, agreed to take on organisational roles in order to keep
the club running smoothly. Knud Hansen took on the newsletter
editor position, Claire Ferguson took over organising speakers
and outings assisted by Robyn Goode, and Scott Ferguson
began attending FNCV council meetings as the Juniors Group
representative. Later in the year, Georgia Lloyd agreed to become the group’s new president. Thanks to all who have agreed
to help with the group’s organisation.
MEETINGS
January:
Juniors’ group council members, Erika: “Bettongs”,
Georgia: “Life in hydrothermal vents and the variety of life in such
a harsh environment”, Bianca: “Goannas”
February:
Robyn Drury (FSG), “Frogs in Victoria”
March:
Philip Sutton (author/climate change activist), “How
to create a safe climate for nature and humans alike”
April:
Myriam Amiet–Knottenbelt (Junior’s president),
“The family’s trip to WA”
May:
Peter Homan (RMIT School of Life Sciences),
“Fauna surveys”
June:
Bruce and Sue Tardif, “The Yellingbo Helmeted
Honeyeater Recovery Program”
July:
Dr Gerry Rayner (Monash Uni. Biol. Sciences),
“Aquatic Invertebrates, Food chains and Ecosystems”
August:
Birthday Party Meeting, Dress-up Theme: “Animals
Plants Birds of the Cold Rainforest”
September: Michael Gatehouse (Barrister/Explorer/
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Photographer) on his trips to “Antarctica and the Arctic”
October:
Lisa Godinho (research leader at Wilson
Reserve, Ivanhoe), “Bats”
November: Paul Peake (parent), “River Systems”
OUTINGS
February:
Port Phillip Bay boat trip and Queenscliff Marine
Discovery Centre.
March:
Warburton Aqueduct Nature Walk, led by Myriam
April:
Checking Wilson Reserve Bat Boxes with
Robert Bender.
June:
Fungi Excursion led by Paul George at the
Blackburn Lake Sanctuary
July:
Dolphin Research Institute Excursion, Western
Port Bay including a mangrove boardwalk and talks on Marine
life and Pollution.
August 14th: Yellingbo Tree Planting Excursion planting
shrubs & trees for the Helmeted Honeyeater at Yellingbo
Nature Conservation Reserve
August 22nd:“Raptors of the City” at ‘Full-Flight Birds of Prey
Centre’ in Flemington.
September: Frog Excursion/Spotlighting with Robyn Drury at
Lysterfield State Park.
November: Aquatic Invertebrates led by Gerry Rayner at
Monash Uni Wetlands
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OAM, a locally based life-long dedicated conservationist gave
us a detailed history of the LDNP as well as an outline of the
differences found within different sections of the Park, and
their uniqueness within Victoria. He also led us on various
activities, including nature walks, a visit to an active Mallee
fowl mound, a talk at a roadside vegetation corridor to show
an example of remnant Buloke, spotlighting and a visit to a
Wildlife Shelter.
Christmas camp - Mount Baw Baw:
Weekend staying in a ski lodge at Mount Baw Baw. Nature
walks, ranger-guided walk, exhibits and discussions (as well
as lots of rain and snow).
Stick insects:
In January, Jessie Sinclair from the Melbourne Museum gave
us two different species of stick insects to look after, The
Spiny Leaf Insect (Extatosoma tiaratum) and The Crown Stick
Insect (Onchestus rentzi). Boxes were set up to house them,
with different members taking them home each month. There
was an accompanying book for recording observations, and
these were then presented to the group at the following
meeting. This has been a wonderful learning experience for
the children, and our thanks go to Jessie Sinclair, and also to
Myriam and Anna from our group, for setting this up.
Robyn Goode

CAMPS
Easter Camp at Little Desert National Park: Clive Crouch

Left: Hands after planting
habitat for the Helmeted
Honeyeater
Below Left: Ponding at
Monash University
Below right: Microscope
viewing of aquatic invertebrates
Photos— Claire Ferguson
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Field Nats News
In 2010 Field Nats News reached its bicentenary, with the
publication of its 200th issue. Therefore a little history is
appropriate.
The first club newsletter was produced in November 1990
and was edited by Dr Noel Schleiger and typed by Dorothy
Mahler. It was four A4 sides, consisting of a letter from the
president and a calendar of activities for December 1990 to
June 1991. It was soon decided that the FNCV newsletter
should be bi-monthly, and by issue No 4 it had expanded to
three A4 sheets laid out as twelve A5 pages. In the early
stages, collation was done over three nights by Dorothy and
Noel. Later several more members joined in and completed
the task in one evening.
Issue 24 was a turning point. The newsletter was produced
monthly and was christened Field Nats News. MS publisher
was used for the layout: evolving to the present three
columns per A4 page.
In the meantime the FNCV had
moved to its current premises at 1 Gardenia St Blackburn,
the official opening being on July 7th 1996. A volunteer
collation team began meeting regularly in the hall on the
third Tuesday of the month. At this stage the layout was

done in the office in the evenings, with most articles left in the
“in box” in handwritten form to be typed. Diagrams, maps and
photocopied illustrations were glued on. The finished pages
were then delivered by hand to the printer during business
hours. In early 1997 the Marine Research Group amalgamated with the FNCV, and soon after Clarrie Handreck began
preparing the MRG page. For some time, layout and editing
was divided between two teams. Keith Marshall became a coeditor with Noel Schleiger in 1997. Joan Broadberry became
co-editor with Noel and Keith in October 2001. Gradually
more and more articles began being delivered on floppy disc
and then through e-mail. Eventually a master pdf was,
conveniently, e-mailed to the printer. Since January 2003,
Issue 117, Joan Broadberry and Noel Schleiger have been
joint editors, working on FNN during the day on the first and
second Tuesdays of the month. At issue no 137, November
2004, FNN was available electronically (in colour). About a
third of our copies are now distributed by email, cutting down
the work of collation.
In 2010 Sheila Houghton completed a comprehensive 78
page Index to the Field Nats News 1991-2009. With characteristic modesty, Sheila, when asked how long this had taken,
answered, “Oh, some time.”
Joan Broadberry

Month

No.

Main Contributors

Feb. 2010

194

March

195

J. Harris, R. Hamson, C. Falkingham, R. Thompson, J. Broadberry, H. Ferguson,
D. Gibson, B. Burns, C. Hansen
J. Harris, J. Broadberry, R. Thompson, P. Vafiadis

April

196

J. Harris, J. Broadberry, P. George, P. Vafiadis

May

197

J. Harris, S. Bewsher, J. Broadberry, N. Schleiger, H. Ferguson. P. Vafiadis

June

198

J. Harris, J. Broadberry, S. Houghton, D. Gibson, C. Earp, S. Bendel, P. Vafiadis

July

199

J. Harris, J. Broadberry, C. Falkingham, D. Gibson, P. Vafiadis

August

200

Sept.

201

Oct.

202

J. Harris, S. Houghton, D. Gibson, P. George, E. & P. Grey, H. Ferguson, J. Broadberry, D.
Mahler, P. Vafiadis
J. Harris, R. Power, R. Gibson, S. Bendel, V. Hubregtse D. Gibson, P. George, S. Houghton,
H. Ferguson, P. Vafiadis,
J. Harris, J. Broadberry, A. Yen, P. Grey, P. George, S. Houghton, P. Vafiadis

Nov.

203

J. Harris, J. Broadberry, D. Gibson, E. & P. Grey, P. George, R. Gibson, P. Vafiadis

Dec/Jan
2011

204

J. Harris, J. Broadberry, L. Hanrahan, P. Vafiadis

The Victorian Naturalist
Six issues of The Victorian Naturalist, comprising Volume 127,
were published during 2010. This volume consisted of three
issues of 32 pages each and three issues of 64 each, resulting in the publication of 288 pages for the year. The highlight
of the year undoubtedly was the special issue published in
memory of Marine Research Group stalwart Clarrie Handreck.
All of the papers in that issue (No. 6) focused on the study of
marine invertebrates, and Clarrie’s contribution to the field.
The August issue, in which all the papers dealt with the
subject of weeds, was also a highlight.
A total of 39 substantive papers were published in Volume
127, comprising 13 Research Reports, 21 Contributions, and
five Naturalist Notes. In addition, 14 books were reviewed in

the pages of the journal; copies of the books returned by
reviewers were donated to the FNCV library. As is the
custom, The Victorian Naturalist also published citations for
recipients of the Australian Natural History Medallion. There
were two such citations in Volume 127: in the first issue the
2009 Medallionist, Professor Ric Shine, was the subject; in the
last issue for the year the citation was for Dr Don Sands, the
recipient of the Medallion for 2010.
I am pleased to thank all members of the editorial team: coeditors Maria Gibson and Gary Presland, Assistant Editor
Virgil Hubregtse and Administrative Assistant Dorothy Mahler.
They always bring professionalism, attention to detail and
support, and make it a pleasure to be part of the team of The
Victorian Naturalist.
Anne Morton
Executive Editor,
The Victorian Naturalist
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FNCV Environment Fund
The FNCV Environment Fund is a tax-deductible fund that was set up in 2003 to aid individuals and community groups who are
involved in environmental research. Its purposes are:
To support and finance environmental research, in particular research into the biodiversity of Victoria
To support and finance dissemination of information on the natural environment by any legitimate means, including public lectures, seminars, field trips, courses and publications
To support and finance practical projects aimed at preserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Victoria.
The Fund is administered by a committee consisting of Malcolm Calder (Chair), Barbara Burns (Secretary and Treasurer), Bob
Rogers, Noel Schleiger, John Harris and Cathy Willis. Each year the Fund contacts the regional field naturalist clubs in Victoria
and advertised in the FNCV Newsletter and on the Web for grant applications. The committee meets in April to processes the
submissions and decide on the successful applicants.
The projects supported in 2010 were:
FNCV Botany Group

First aid kit and Group library –

$489.44

FNCV Marine Research Group

Group library

$590.00

FNCV Fauna Survey Group

Wildlife camera ‘Scout Guard , tree mount etc

$522.65

Gary Presland Ed Vic Nat, Assistant
Librarian FNCV

Compilation of FNCV oral histories
Interviewer Alison Houghton

Christmas Hills Rural Fire Brigade

Local plants for creation of Fire-Smart Landscaping

$1000.00
$280.00

$2882.09
Each project is to be completed within 12 months of receipt of funding, with a report on completion to be forwarded to the FNCV.
Donations to the fund are tax-deductible and most welcome and gratefully accepted. Thank you to everyone who donated in
2010. Your support will enable the Fund to continue providing grants for worthy projects in the future.
Barbara Burns Secretary

Botany Group
The Botany Group has continued to attract informative
speakers and visit a diverse array of interesting locations
during the past year.
The Botany Group members wish to acknowledge the effort
taken by the speakers, excursion leaders and members who
made the activities interesting and enjoyable. A special thank
you to the following speakers and excursion leaders: Sharon
Morley who presented on lichens, and has a very interesting
lichen display in the conference room at the FNCV club
house, and Steve Sinclair from ARI who discussed the new
ECVs relating to mangroves and coastal salt marshes of
Victoria. Both these speakers stepped in at the last moment
when other speakers were unable to present on their original
allotted times. These were both excellent presentations,
especially considering the short lead up time available to
them. Trevor Blake showed us all his wonderful skill at
illustrating flowers in the family Sterculiaceae, when the laptop
refused to show the photos in his presentation. As a special
treat after being introduced to this plant family and the individual differences of each genus, Trevor took us through a
slideshow of exquisite flowers in this family. David Meagher
gave us an armchair tour of Lord Howe Island, and then
introduced us to the mosses that grow there. Dr Mary Gibson
discussed marine macro algae which included an especially
interesting discussion on pheromones. Lorraine Norden from
Greenlink explained the magic of propagation of plants
indigenous to the Box Hill area and kindly showed us around
the nursery. Everyone enjoyed it so much that they did not
want to leave. Mike Duncan gave us a fascinating viewing of
80 different spectacular orchids from around the world, as well
as a glimpse of the Rafflesia which he was fortunate enough

Reed Bee (Exoneura species) landing, with pollen on its back, on the
Stylidium discovered on the block (Stylidium armeria subsp. pilosifolium; Hairy-leaf Triggerplant)
Photo Russell Best

to see in flower. Beth Gott introduced us to the wonderful
world of Aboriginal medicinal plants, and how scientists can
relate to the methods used by these plant parts to aid healing.
Russell Best gave us both a virtual tour and an actual tour of
the beautiful flora of the foothills of the Macedon Ranges. For
those that missed it, Russell has published a book on this
flora, and is willing to take us on a field trip to his special area
in Spring 2011. The year was completed with an explanation
of GIS vegetation mapping by Richard Francis where he used
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the GIS programme on his computer to explain the workings
of GIS mapping.
Thank you to Karen Muscat, Michael Murray and Heather
Eadon for arranging our varied and interesting speakers for
the year.
Thank you to Karen Lester for assisting with the management
of the Clyde – Tooradin disused railway Plains Grassland
where we looked for threatened species. Unfortunately it was
too wet to look for Prasophyllum frenchii (Maroon Leekorchid), this year, with much of the Grassland being under
water. Thank you to the people who came out to Clyde to
assist with developing a management plan. It was disappointing that we had to do this from the adjacent to the Grassland
as the ground was too puggy to walk on without causing
compaction. Thank you to Karen Lester for leading the
management discussions at Clyde. Lisa Williams compiled
field guides to the flora of Clyde, including the introduced
weeds. Thank you to Lisa for completing this task.
In 2010 the Botany Group continued to contribute to the
conservation of Victoria’s biodiversity by continuing to manage
Clyde.. The time spent at Clyde provided members with
practical experience in some of the State’s best patches of
remnant vegetation.
Sue Bendel on behalf of the Botany Committee

Bat Study Group
We have had our usual busy year, starting with the seasonal
worries about heat events at the Yarra Bend Flying Fox
Colony. The horrendous death toll of the previous year still
leaves a scar on the psyche of those involved.

condition of the bodies. It is thought that the high death toll
was due to temperatures remaining very high overnight. We
do feel that we made a difference but we still have much to
learn.
We also attended discussions with the Department of Sustainability and Environment about the management plan for the
colony and briefing sessions on management of heat events.
Another initiative of the group was to organise training days to
familiarise our volunteers with the equipment that we have. It
included training in surviving in hot weather and basic first aid
for snake bite.
We also assisted with the Organ Pipes Bat Box Project. This
is a great opportunity for folks to handle good numbers of
microbats. Students from as far away as Queensland and
Tasmania have attended to improve their skills. In summer the
numbers rise to over 200 individuals. This project is one of the
longest running bat box projects in the world.
We have supported the monthly Grey Headed Flying Fox
counts at Yarra Bend. This, as we were told recently, is the
longest continuous study of a Flying Fox colony in the world.
Some of our members are also participating in the Melbournewide bat survey, which is the first city-wide study of a bat
population, so we are in the forefront of many good projects.
In July the Australasian Bat Society held their conference in
Darwin. Naturally some of us attended. We heard tales of
many interesting projects and were involved in some field
work at Pine Creek, south of Darwin, where we encountered
new species to handle and learn about.
So if you are seeking new interests, to do new and different
things, 2011 is the year of the Bat so why not go Batty.
Ian Kitchen

This year was not so bad. On 11th Jan a heat event was called
by the Department of Sustainability and Environment and we
responded. About 40 volunteers from various groups attended. In over 40º heat we carried back pack sprayers
around the colony, spraying water to keep the bats from
dehydrating. The ones that responded to the increased
humidity climbed back up the trees. The ones that didn’t were
collected and taken to the triage unit for more involved
treatment. We went home happy but tired after a few strenuous hours. Unfortunately the next day the team that swept the
area for casualties found 626 deceased bats. 550 were
juveniles (88%), 72 adults (12%) and 4 unknown due the

Above: Gould’s Wattled Bat at the Organ Pipes
To Left:

Grey-headed Flying Fox at Yarra bend
Photos Ian Kitchen
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Marine Research Group
The Marine Research Group held 7 meetings and undertook
11 field trips throughout 2010. On average 10 people attended
our meetings with the highest attendance of 14 people.
The program for the year was:
February
Paul Hamer from the DPI spoke about "Trialling
Recreational Fishing Reefs in Port Phillip Bay Impacts on local communities".
April
Anna Symes from the Museum of Victoria spoke
about “Ostracods: Boring but Important”.
May
2010 Field Trip Roundup narrated by Bob Burn,
with presentations from several members.

found during our field work.
In 2010 our field work included locations in the Port
Welshpool and Apollo Bay areas as well as Point Addis
and Fingal Beach.
Co-operation with other groups
The Marine Research Group prides itself on its knowledge
of marine invertebrates and works with other groups to
expand their knowledge and assist with their projects.
The MRG attended two Undaria (pest species of kelp)
removal days at Apollo Bay Harbour to investigate the
effects of the pest on the local environment. The virulent
growth of the kelp has caused a reduction in the amount of
native plants, though has not completely displaced them.
The kelp itself provides a habitat for almost no native
invertebrate species.
The existing committee remained in place.
President
Secretary
Fieldtrip coordinator
Committee member

Michael Lyons
Leon Altoff
Audrey Falconer
Platon Vafiadis

I would like to thank all our speakers for sharing their
knowledge with us. I would also like to thank Platon
Vafiadis for preparing the MRG page for Field Nats News
and Audrey Falconer for coordinating our field trips.
Water proof digital cameras have added greatly to our ability to record
animals observed as well as their behaviour
Photo Leon Altoff.

August

September

October
December

Leon Altoff, Secretary

David Staples from Museum Victoria reported
on a collaborative voyage between Australian
and US researchers to deep waters south and
east of Tasmania.
Our main speaker was Anton Vigenser from the
Clean Ocean Foundation. His talk looked at the
effects of ocean outfalls from our sewerage
treatment plants. Also speaking was Luke
Hynes from Landcare Australia who gave an
update to the Japanese Kelp infestation in
Apollo Bay harbour.
Alan Monger spoke on "The Borders of the
State and the State of the Borders".
Members night.

Field work is an important activity for the group, providing
members with the opportunity to observe animals in their
natural habitat and their interactions with their environment
and other animals.
The data and specimens collected also leads to the discovery
of new species – such as Melanochlamys handrecki which
was described in the December edition of the Victorian
Naturalist in honour of Clarrie Handreck and his life long work
with the MRG. We also identify and monitor pest species

Audrey Falconer and Leon Altoff at Apollo Bay Harbour
with samples of Japanese kelp from the harbour.
Photo - Platon Vafiadis
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Geology Group
The Geology Group enjoyed another program with a diverse
range of subjects by interesting speakers at the monthly
meetings. We are very grateful to these speakers for the time
and effort that they put into their presentations. The attendance
at the monthly meetings was down a little on last year, averaging 18. The attendance at the two excursions was fifteen.
Ruth Robertson had previously taken over as convenor after
Rob Hamson stepped down to travel overseas, but Ruth had
also planned overseas travel. She arranged this year’s program
before she left. Thank you very much Ruth. Other members
who have helped with the running of the group include Noel
Schleiger and Clem Earp standing in as convenor, Noel also
representing the Geology Group at FNCV council meetings,
David Gibson writing up reports, Ray Power opening up,
organising the kitchen and, with the help of other members,
setting up the hall.

Microscopy Group
The Microscope Group enjoyed another year full of diverse and
interesting speakers and topics. An active question and answer
time always helping to add that extra degree of understanding.
In March, we were slightly un-nerved after hearing of the work
of Lee Kennedy from Silliker Laboratories, indentifying natural
and unnatural contaminants found in processed foods, as a
result of complaints from the public, and through council health
departments. “Are they mouse droppings in the oats?” – Using
a microscope, Lee finds out if there is mouse hair present in the
droppings as mice ingest hair while grooming. “Was the insect
found in the bread cooked or not?”This indicates whether it was
present in the mixture, or entered product after baking. Lee
says it is very difficult to indentify cooked insects and he
requires help from museum entomologists. “A rat’s tail” found
in Coca Cola can was found to be thick spaghetti dropped in
there by the complainant’s child. “Black material” found in
honey was identified as toast crumbs! Needles found in bread
and salami were identified as sabotage occurring during
production when the eye of the needle was found to contain
cooked material. The eye of the needle would have been clear
if it had been inserted after processing.
In May, Lee Hudek, a 3rd year Honors student, explained his
studies on Cyanobacteria, or Blue Green Algae. These algae
can survive high heat without water for 100 years, waiting for
the next flood! Lee is focusing on the metal uptake and efflux by
cyanobacteria and its possible use in removing heavy metals
from soils and waterways (zinc, copper, magnesium, iron). He
uses different florescent markers for metal localization. Under
the Scanning Electron Microscope, he can create a relative
intensity graph from the defraction pattern, or wavelength from
each different metal. He also discussed other microscopy
techniques he uses of mounting the cells in resin and sectioning at 30-300 nanometres!

Aptly named ‘cannon-ball’ calcareous concretions
Photo Neil McLachlan

Monthly Meetings
February: Kanawinka Geopark - The volcanic sites of SW
Victoria and SE South Australia: Dr. Juliet Bird
March: Waste Management and Sustainability: Dr. Trevor
Thornton, Deakin University
April: Earliest and Recent Invertebrate Fossil Discoveries in
Victoria: Clem Earp, FNCV member
May: Evolution and Anatomy of Early Devonian Lungfish: Alice
Clement, Museum Victoria and Research School of Earth
Sciences, ANU
June: What's Happening to the Yarra? Rob Ingham, Yarra
Riverkeepers Association
July: Uplift of the Eastern Highlands: Fons Vandenberg,
Geologist
August: Dinosaur Dreaming - The story continues: David
Pickering, Museum Victoria
September: Earth Story - BBC DVD: Dr. Noel Schleiger, FNCV
member
October: Carbon Capture and Storage: Dr. Geoffrey O'Brien,
Geoscience Victoria
November: A Geological Trip through Argentina and into the
Land of the Giants: Roger Pierson, Deakin University and FNCV
member
Excursions and Field Trips
April: The Australian Synchrotron, Clayton: Ruth Robertson,
geologist and FNCV member
April: Mount Piper, Broadford: Ian Julian, SW Goulburn Landcare facilitator
David Gibson

In July, Dean Phillips told of his studies on Phytophthora, the
pathogen responsible for the Irish Potato Famine. It is still
currently causing much damage to our native flora. This is
evident at Wilsons Prom, spread along walking tracks and via
vehicle tyres, the spores ‘rest’ in the soil and decomposed roots
until conditions suit, when it moves through an area and
decimates it! Dean aims to identify a specific enzyme and
develop an antibiotic block to prevent its spread, administered
via aerial spraying.
In September, Wes Webster discussed his PhD work on
Plasodium falciparum, the Malaria parasite that once was a
plant and is now a parasite carried by the Anopheles mosquito.
Wes’ aim is to develop effective drugs against Plasodium.
David Reser, from Monash University finished off the year with
his work in finding new and different connections within the
brain using Neuroanatomical tracers. Following the first staining
of brain cells in 1906, visualization of connected cells was
made possible. It showed up small gaps through which cells
can ‘communicate’. Davis uses surgical microscopes to inject
tracers,(nano gold), into nerve cells. The tracer is then carried
through the connections, indicating multi directional connections. The tracers showing darker, for brain areas of higher
activity. The brain (marmoset), is sliced into 40 micron sections
and stained. It then takes 3-5 months to digitally reconstruct the
brain from the data received. We finished off this session with a
healthy discussion on the ethics of animal experimentation and
a description of the lengthy legal and ethical requirements
David must go through to obtain his experimental subjects.
All in all it was a very informative year with many thanks going
to our dedicated speakers and members.
Philippa Sterpin.
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Fungi Group
Aims
The Fungi Group aims to “widen our knowledge of fungi in the
field”. Through our activities we hope to improve the knowledge
and understanding of the distribution and ecology of Victorian
fungi.
Activities
Our program of fortnightly forays attracts a wide range of people
of various ages and knowledge. Experienced guides lead each
foray. The following locations were surveyed:

 Mt Macedon, Sanatorium Lake Picnic Ground and Day’s
Picnic Ground (62 species),

 Three separate forays were made to Green’s Bush








(Mornington Peninsula National Park) in April, June and
September (69, 94 and 34 species respectively),
A weekend foray to the Otway Ranges, including Triplet Falls
(56 species), Mait’s Rest, (64 species) and Melba Gully (88
species)
Three forays to Bunyip State Park (Gembrook), Mortimer
Reserve Picnic Ground in May, June and September (90,
122 and 33 species),
Coranderrk Bushland, Healesville (97 species),
Keppel Falls (39 species),
Blackburn lake (28 species),
Blackwood, Jack Cann Reserve (125 species), and
Upper Yarra Reservoir (Doctors Creek walk), Reefton (99
species),

sell. This useful guide contains images of 250 species that are
readily identifiable in the field, together with a search key.
A web site dedicated to the Fungi Group exists on the FNCV
web service. This site describes the aims and objectives of the
Group, the calendar of activities, although it has not been
regularly updated.

Interesting Finds
A Cordyceps sp. was found on a small desiccated spider on a
gum leaf that had about thirty small knobs (1-2 mm tall) protruding from various parts of its body. (Greens Bush)
Boletellus emodensis is a spectacular Bolete with crimson hairy
spikes (brown at the tips) emerging from a paler dirty yellow
surface on the cap. The pores are a deep yellow with crimson
edges at the mouth. The stipe is a paler crimson. The fruitbodies become pale and drab with age and sometimes only a hint
of crimson is apparent. (Greens Bush)
‘Bladder Stalks’ is the common name for an uncommon cluster
of small white capsicum-shaped fruit bodies hanging from thin
stalks on a rotten log (Physalacria sp.). (Maits’ Rest)

In each case, the appropriate ranger was contacted prior to the
survey to check any special requirements and a copy of the
survey report forwarded to them. All our records were also
lodged with Fungimap, Inc.
After each foray, a meeting was held at the FNCV clubhouse to
review the records.
Due to the bush fires in 2009, we were unable to foray in our
regular sites at Marysville, Kinglake, Cathedral Range and Dom
Dom. Instead we decided to have three forays to Greens Bush
and three forays to Bunyip State Park in order to make comparisons between the number and variety of species found at
different times of the year.
All foray activities are covered by a Research Permit from the
Department of Sustainability and Environment to facilitate our
project: ‘The collation of data on distribution and ecology of
Victorian fungi’. This permit will cover our foray activities until
March 2012.
During 2010 a series of talks and workshops were held at the
Blackburn FNCV clubhouse. Topics included:

“Introduction to Fungi - Forgotten Flora” by Geoff Lay

“Fungi of the Blue Tier” by Paul George

“Lentinellus spp.” by Ed Grey

“Yellow Pluteus species” by Jurrie Hubregtse
Paul George gave presentations on ‘Introduction to Fungi’ to
various community groups including:

Belgrave South Community House,

Friends of Blackburn Lake,

Manningham City Council (Environment Seminar),

Mt Toolbewong & District Landcare Group,

Canterbury Rotary Club, and

Malvern Rotary Club.

“The Fungi CD”, produced by Jurrie Hubregtse, continues to

Boletellus emodensis - Photo Paul George

The Fungimap Target Helvella chinensis. This drab grey
stalked, hairy cup is very difficult to see amongst the leaf litter of
a dark wet forest, and this may account for its apparent rarity
(Melba Gully).
Strobilomyces sp. is a large reddish grey/black bolete with
shaggy scales on the cap, and large pale grey pores that turn
orange-brown when bruised, and become chocolate brown with
age. The pores are decurrent and extend down a very shaggy
stipe. The shaggy scales were smaller than S. strobilaceus,
and our specimens resembled #296 in Fuhrer (2005). (Melba
Gully)
Septobasidium clelandii, which looks like tiny dark blade-like
eruptions (with pale tips) emerging from swellings in the twigs of
Tea-tree. This is actually a parasitic fungus on a female coccid
bug that forms galls in the Tea-tree. (Greens’ Bush)
Cortinarius sp. ‘toolangi’ is a new addition to our lists. It looks
somewhat like a large purplish Cortinarius archeri. The stipe
has a very attractive satiny sheen, however it lacks the membranous ring of that species. It also has distinctive small pale
flakes on the cap. (Bunyip)
Truffle like fungi included Cortinarius levisporus. The smooth,
globular white fruit bodies were bunched together in the leaf
litter on the ground. (Blackwood)
Cortinarius phalarus, which has a prominent white patch on the
orange-brown cap, and a distinct white volva at the base of the
stipe. The species has been described as endemic to WA, but
seems to also be found in sandy areas in Vic..(Greens Bush)

Paul George
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Terrestrial
Invertebrate Group
The Terrestrial Invertebrate Group programme for 2010 had
four specialist speakers and one member’s night. The topics
presented by the guest speakers varied from insect conservation, introducing a group of lesser known insects, the use of
DNA to identify insects, through to insects that are of a human
health concern.

Junior Field Naturalists 2010.

In February, Di Crowther from the Arthur Rylah Institute spoke
about her research on several species of threatened aquatic
insects: the stoneflies (Thaumatoperla flaveola and T. alpina)
and the primitive dragonfly (Hemiphlebia mirabilis). The
stoneflies are a spectacular species threatened by climate
change and other activities in the Victorian alps. This was
followed in March with an introduction to the use of molecular
techniques to identify insects by Mark Blacket (Department of
Primary Industries). In June, Professor Tim New (La Trobe
University) introduced the insect order Neuroptera (or lacewings), an important group of predatory insects that is often
overlooked by naturalists. The last speaker for 2010 was Kim
Andrews of the Department of Primary Industries who provided an overview of Victorian mosquitoes and the diseases
that they can spread. Kim outlined the long term monitoring
programme for mosquitoes in Victoria to monitor for human
diseases such as malaria, Dengue fever and Ross River virus.
The member’s night in October involved a discussion of future
TIG activities. There was agreement that future activities could
be more activity based with more emphasis on collecting and
identifying insects and also getting members to record the
occurrence of selected insects that may be of conservation
concern.
Alan Yen

FSG. Lunch stop at Harrow. Photo Sally Bewsher

Stonefly (Thaumatoperla flaveola) on grass.
Photo D Crowther
Yookamurra Xmas 2010 - Photo Barbara Burns
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Day Group
In 2010 the Day Group continued to eschew the specialisms
of FNCV SIGs and cater to the widest range of interests in
natural history. Not restricted to focusing on any one particular
subject area or animal family, the Day Group meetings offered
a variety of topics to members. This diversity of subject matter
can be gauged from the following list of the year’s meetings.
23 February Rod Ingham (Yarra Riverkeepers) ‘The role of
the Riverkeepers on the Yarra River.’
23 March
Excursion to Museum Victoria led by Gary
Presland who, in a former life, was a Head Curator at the
Museum.
27 April
Gary Presland (FNCV) filled in for an absent
speaker with a talk on ‘Aboriginal strategies for managing
plant and animal resources.’
25 May
Michele Adler (Adland Tours) ‘The magic of
Madagascar.’
Philippa McMahon (Melbourne Uni) ‘The changing
25 June
attitudes to native plants in the Melbourne Botanic Gardens.’
27 July
Sheila Houghton (FNCV) ‘Fungi – Can we eat it?’
24 August Christine Kenyon (Melbourne Uni) ‘Use of
palynology in reconstructing past vegetation regimes.’
28 September Excursion to Guilfoyle’s volcano, RBG Melbourne.
26 October Dorothy Mahler/Noel Schleiger (FNCV)
‘Galapagos Islands, Part 2.’
23 November Excursion to Damper Creek Reserve Mount
Waverley, led by Cecily Falkingham.
The principals (Sheila Houghton and Gary Presland) are
pleased to thank all of the year’s presenters and excursion
leaders who so willingly gave of their time and knowledge. A
special ‘thank you’ is due also to Joan Broadberry who has
provided assistance with maintaining a record of the Group’s
activities through the year.
Gary Presland

Australian Natural
History Medallion
The Australian Natural History Medallion is awarded each
year to the person judged to have made the most meritorious
contribution to the understanding of Australian Natural History.
The financing, design and procurement of the Medallion is the
responsibility of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, which
also appoints the Secretary to the General Committee, hosts
the Medallion presentation, and provides some other administrative services.
The winner of the 2010 Australian Natural History Medallion
was Dr Don P A Sands who was nominated by the Australian
Entomological Society in recognition of his work in biodiversity
conservation and education. The Medallion was presented to
Dr Sands by Professor Lynne Selwood, President of the Royal
Society of Victoria, on 8 November 2010. The citation detailing
the work of Dr Sands that led to his award was published in
the December 2010 issue of The Victorian Naturalist.
Gary Presland
Secretary, ANHM General Committee

Library
2010 was an eventful year in the library. Graham Patterson
joined the staff mid year, and as a result we instituted a new
item in the Library News in FNN, alerting readers to articles of
interest in our current periodicals. Graham’s other ongoing
task has been the sorting and rationalising of our extensive
slide collection, which so far has produced some significant
historical material.
The interviews that Alison Houghton conducted during the
year with long-standing members of the Club produced some
unexpected spin-offs. We received a quantity of papers and
other articles, which the interviewees had in their possession,
that have greatly enhanced our archive collection. Notable
amongst these people were Barry Cooper, who had much
material relating to the Hawthorn Junior Field Naturalists Club,
and Ray Gibson who had a collection of Mammal/Fauna
Survey Group records. Fred Parker donated a microscope
for use by the Junior Club.
Among the 46 books added to the library were P. Ball (2001)
Life’s matrix: a biography of water; A. Flint and P. Fagg (2007)
Mountain ash in Victoria’s state forests; S. Houghton (2010)
Index to the Field Nat News 1991-2009; T. Lindsey (2008)
Albatrosses; D. Owen (2003) Tasmanian tiger: the tragic tale
of how the world lost its most mysterious predator; G.C.B.
Poore (2007) Crabs, hermit crabs and allies; and S. Russell
and M. Grady (2002) Meteorites. 2nd ed.
A large donation of books was received from Dean Haywood
and Alison Devereux; and thanks are also due to other
donors: Australian Plant Society, Peter Fagg and Christine
Pitt, Bill Fenner, Bruce Fuhrer, Hamilton FNC; Gary Presland
and Eric Whiting.
We received a variety of enquiries. One, from DSE, concerned populations of Eucalyptus aggregata. Patricia Carolan
found a specimen of this in the Daylesford area in 1964, and
wrote an article for The Victorian Naturalist. Unfortunately, the
Botany Group minutes do not record any further sightings Pat
might have made, and we do not have any of her papers.
An enquiry about the occurrence of Grevillea ilicifolia met with
more success.
With very few exceptions, we do not hold
collections of photographs taken by individual members, and
so were unable to meet enquiries of this nature. Robin and
Anne Bailey contacted us about an album recording a visit to
Wilsons Promontory in 1918, which included members of the
FNCV.
They have very kindly donated copies of these
photographs. We have only the bare mention of this excursion in the Committee minutes and it was not written up in The
Victorian Naturalist, so identification of the members will
depend on serendipity!
The final event of the year was the most unexpected honour
bestowed on me, in the naming of the library ‘The Sheila
Houghton Library and Archives’.
Gary Presland, Enid Haarhoff and Graham Patterson have all
given me valuable assistance and support, and my thanks go
to them.
Sheila Houghton, Honorary Librarian and Archivist
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Fauna Survey Group
During 2010, the Fauna Survey Group carried out regular
fieldwork across Victoria. We had several new members join us.
Wet weather on a number of trips hampered our efforts, but also
resulted in some unexpected finds. After Christmas, we ventured into South Australia and celebrated New Year’s Eve
playing cards and Scrabble, following our early morning survey
work and a 46 degree day!
Meetings
January – No meeting.
February - Dr Mike Westerman, Latrobe University,
’Evolutionary Relationships of Bandicoots’.
March - Damien Cook, ‘Australian Ecosystems’. Wildlife of the
Wetlands and Grasslands of Inner Mongolia.

Painted Frog- Neobatrachus pictus. Photo Sally Bewsher

April - No meeting - Easter camp.
May – Jane Melville, Museum Victoria. ‘Reptile Diversity of the
Central Asian deserts: fieldwork in eastern Kazakhstan’. ‘The
Amazing Lizards of Australia’s Tropical Savannahs; fieldwork in
Arnhem Land and the Kimberleys’.
June - George Appleby. ‘Wildlife of Eastern Bass Strait Islands’.
July - Dave Forsyth, ARI/ DSE, ‘The Distribution and Diet of
Sambar Deer in Victoria’.
August - Rohan Clarke, Monash University, ‘The Effect of
Revegetated Landscapes on Bird Species’.
September - Dr. Jenny Nelson, ARI, ‘Finding Elusive Wildlife:
The Case of the Spot-tailed Quoll’.
October - Derek Hanley, ‘ Indian Mynahs and their Threat to
Native Wildlife’.
November -Alastair Traill, ‘Seattle and Beyond: wildlife & more’.
December – Members’ night.
Field Trips
Stagwatches: Three stagwatches were held during the year and
two Leadbeater’s Possums were observed.
General Field Trips:
January: Terrick Terrick National Park. The hot weather meant
we saw a good variety of reptiles and birds. Some special
sightings were: two Plains Wanderers, a Black Falcon, Painted
Button Quail, Stubble Quail, Hooded Robin, Fat-tailed Dunnarts
& Curl Snakes. A Little Button Quail with young was a highlight.
February: Pyrite Range and Long Forest, Melton area. We
assisted in putting up new nestboxes. Of particular note, a
Powerful Owl was heard.
March: Nardoo Hills, Bush Heritage property, Wedderburn.

Heavy rain and storms were experienced across the state and
severely limited our trapping, as well as restricting our movements around the reserve due to the slippery conditions. Five
reptile species, three frog species, a single bat and common
birds for the area were recorded. Much time was spent sheltering in the small shed trying to keep dry and discussing fauna
related activities.
April: A survey of private property, Harrow. We had a quiet
camp and went for a number of walks and some drives in the
vicinity. Red-tailed Black Cockatoos were observed and a
Yellow-footed Antechinus was trapped.
There was also a survey of private land in the Strath Creek/
Flowerdale area. Our members were warmly greeted by the
Landcare Group and given lunch. We visited a number of
properties during our stay and were pleased to observe a
number of Wedge-tailed Eagles.
May: Rushworth Forest, checking nestboxes. Two Brush-tailed
Phascogales were found.
June: Evening visit and barbeque at Little River Sanctuary.
July: Equipment day at FNCV Hall.
August: Bear Gully/Cape Liptrap survey. It was a miserable
weekend on the coast. However, large numbers of Bush Rats
and Swamp Rats were caught, as well as a White-footed
Dunnart.
September: Broken Bucket, NW of Nhill. Few reptiles were
found during this week-long trip due to more cool, wet conditions. However, there was an explosion of Mallee Spadefoot
Toads (Neobatracus pictus) to be seen and heard, along with
lots of spawn in the dam and puddles. A Mallee Fowl was seen
at the campsite, while Banded Lapwings were heard and later
observed not far up the road. We trapped both the Little Pygmy
Possum and the Western Pygmy Possum and on the last
morning found a Silky Desert Mouse in one of the pitlines.
October/November: A return trip to Nardoo Hills was cancelled
due to inclement weather.
December: Yookamurra Sanctuary, S.A. The camp was well
attended and we assisted the managers with putting out feed for
the Bilbies, Western Grey Kangaroos, Woylies (Brush-tailed
Bettongs) and Boodies (Burrowing Bettongs). Each day a two
or three hour survey was carried out for Numbats and three
sites were surveyed for birds. We also went on walks, did line
searches looking for Mallee Fowl mounds and Southern Hairynosed Wombat burrows, and some keen members spent lots of
time looking for and finding reptiles.
Our fieldwork is carried out under the conditions of our DSE
Flora and Fauna Permit which was granted in June 2009.
Trapping results are forwarded to the Atlas of Victorian Wildlife
after surveys, as required by our permit.
Sally Bewsher.

Robin setting up a pitline at Harrow - Photo Sally Bewsher
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