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President’s Report
Well, it is hard to believe that a year has passed already and
that you, the members, have been putting up with my
presidential ramblings in the Field Nat News. Through that
column I have tried to incorporate some of my recent naturalist
experiences that hopefully will be of interest to all members.
This last year has been full of activities, whether they are those
of the SIG’s or of the Club itself. A number of those come to
mind which I would like to highlight in this report.
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Tessellated Gecko - Photo Sally Bewsher

Leon Altoff photographing marine specimens
Photo - Joan Broadberry

In 2009, the FNCV returned to the Whitehorse City Council’s
Spring Festival for the first time in a number of years. Thank
you to Joan Broadberry, Victoria Aitken and Ray Gibson for
their assistance with the stall. There was much interest with
many people taking information leaflets and chatting about the
Club’s activities. The “skull quiz” was a big hit with the kids or
was it the free snakes, green and red frogs and tiny teddy
biscuits that was the real hit? One will never know.
At the suggestion of Sheila Houghton and Gary Presland, the
Council backed the idea of holding a book sale for members
and non-members alike. Many members donated books for the
occasion, with the hall being full of them on the morning of the
sale. Thanks to all the members who assisted on the day with
the sale raising in excess of $1700. It was a good PR exercise,
and with the market being held in Blackburn on the same day,
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many members of the public came through our doors for the
first time. Thanks to Sue Bendel for organising the
remaining books to be given to like-minded organisations.
Thanks again to Sue, and other members of the Botany
Club, for setting up a FNCV display at the Australian Plant
Society’s exhibition in Templestowe held on the weekend
before the Spring Festival.
It was my pleasure in November to welcome guests to the
2009 Australian Natural History Medallion presentation to
Professor Rick Shine AM, from the University of Sydney.
Rick has been in herpetological research for over 30 years,
has published numerous papers and books on reptiles and
has been a regular interviewee in all forms of the media
over the past few years. Rick’s presentation on the evening
was based on his research into Cane Toads and their impact
on the Australian environment. That same evening, Ian
Endersby retired as secretary of the ANHM and I would
like to take this opportunity to thank Ian for his hard work
and dedication to the ANHM over many, many years.
On another congratulatory note, long standing member
Edward Brentnall was recognised for his services to acute
and emergency medicine, with the bestowing of an OAM in
this year’s Australia Day Honours.
2009 has been a momentous year for a number of our older
members. Long-term member status was granted to the
following members, who have has continuous membership
for the past 40 years. They are: Arnis Heislers, Edward and
Hazel Brentnall, Lindsay Crawford, Lillian Kirk, Neil
Macfarlane, Colin Hutchinson and Gerry Swan. We have
also welcomed many new members throughout the year and
I hope that they have many wonderful experiences over
their years with us.
My first official function as President of the FNCV was to
attend a celebration, hosted by the Lord Mayor of
Melbourne, for the Centenary of the Wildlife Preservation
Society of Australia at the Melbourne Town Hall. While the
Lord Mayor could not be there himself, it was more than
adequately hosted by Dr Cathy Oke, chair of the Eco-City
Committee and Greens councillor. WPSA Chairman Patrick
Medway AM, gave a run-down of the past 100 years of the
organisation .and what the challenges were for the future. It
was an interesting evening with like-minded people
celebrating this event.
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The FNCV Environment Fund continues to fund applications from within the club and from individuals and groups
outside of our organisation. Along with the Fauna Survey
Group, I recently saw these funds in action at Long Forest
NCR and Djerriwarrh Reservoir near Melton. We assisted
Karl Just to put up nestboxes in the hope of encouraging
Brush-tailed Phascogales to nest in them. A reminder to all
members that donations to the Environment Fund are a taxdeductible.
Finally, I would like to thank a number of people for their,
often behind the scenes, contributions to our Club:
 Joan Broadberry and Noel Schleiger for their efforts as
editors of the Field Nat News, members who have written
a piece for publication and to the many volunteers who
collate the FNN for posting each month.
Gary Presland, Anne Morton and Maria Gibson for their
continued Editorship of The Victorian Naturalist, the
bimonthly journal of scientific research, contributions,
books reviews and more.
Hali Ferguson, our Administrative Officer, for all her
work during office hours and often many hours afterwards. It is pleasing to see Hali at all our functions, in the
background, helping out where she can. Hali and her
husband Rob, have really taken the FNCV to heart and we
are the better for it.
Finally, an organisation like ours cannot run by itself so I
would like to thank all members of Council, whether they
be elected or SIG representatives for their efforts throughout the year. It is no mean feat to turn up to meetings
regardless of what else is happening for you, just so the
Council can have a quorum to enable all the Club’s
business to be undertaken and decisions made.
May 2010-2011 continue to see the Club prosper and
continue to find purpose and advocacy for all things natural
and to provide its members with services that they value
highly.
John Harris, President

2009 has been a good year for the FNCV for receiving
grants. Our Community Water Grant project of installing a
water tank and having the toilet cisterns retrofitted to dual
flush has meant that we have cut our water consumption by
over 60% compared to last year. We were also lucky to
have received money through the Federal Governments
“Grants to Voluntary Environmental and Heritage
Organisations” (GVEHO) for the general running of the
club ** for new computer equipment and data projector.

Thanks to Barbara Burns for the production of
the FNCV Annual Report and for
Joan Broadberry in assisting her.

Hali and Rob Ferguson at the FNCV Xmas Party
Photo - Barbara Burns
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Administration
This is my first Annual Report and I must start by thanking
Helen McNally who spent over three years in the role of
Administration Officer, a role that I took over in May 2009.
Before she left, Helen spent time showing me the ropes which I
greatly appreciate. Helen left to start a family, giving birth to
baby Olivia in June. We all wish her well and thank her for the
good work she undertook during her time here.
Membership
Membership as at 31st December 2009 was 736, 58 members
less that for the same time last year. We attracted 99 new
members over the year, but unfortunately lost 162 due mainly
to the economic downturn. As with previous years, the largest
membership categories were Ordinary (full fee) membership
and Concession members.
Book Sales
Total profit from the book shop for 2009 was $3066.31 with
several new book titles being added to our stock. FNCV
publications continue to sell at our meetings with a total profit
of $2231.89. The Victorian Naturalist Archive CD is one of
our best sellers.
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Junior’s Group
2009 has been a busy year for the JFNCV with a number of
successful field trips and camps away from Melbourne.
The year began with a weekend camp at San Remo and after
the years first meeting with barbecue in the afternoon and
evening visit to the Cape Woolamai Short tailed Shearwater
colony. Sixty members saw many thousands adults return at
silently at nightfall from fishing out at sea, land amongst the
sand dunes, pigface, grasses, to scuttle quickly to their nest
entrances to feed squawking chicks. A few very determined
birds coming home to their burrows climbed over the top of
some Junior Field Nat’s who were lying very quietly still on
the sandy access tracks so as to not disturb homecoming
shearwaters. We left the colony in darkness got back to camp
around 10.30 pm. On Sunday morning after breakfast; some
had brief swims, or wandered through a local carnival, then we
all packed up and returned to Melbourne. A most successful
and well attended beginning to 2009.

Hall Hire
We continued to hire out our hall to various groups in 2009 and
received a total income (before expenses) of $1312.74. We
have three groups that hire our hall on a regular basis
throughout the year and we also accommodate casual hall
hirers. The hall is cleaned on a fortnightly basis ensuring the
premises are ready for use by hirers as well as club members.
The installation of a key safe near the front door means that
club members are not needed to open the hall after hours.
Promotion
Our four monthly Calendar of Events provides details about
club meetings, excursions and camps for each of our Special
Interest Groups (SIGs). It is distributed to libraries, Universities and other environmental groups throughout Melbourne and
Victoria and includes a membership application form for new
members to join.
Our website continues to be an excellent marketing tool and
assists in promoting all aspects of the club. Coming events
such as Open Days, Symposiums and our annual Australian
Natural History Medallion presentation are advertised through
our website providing an additional method of distributing
information about our activities. In November I participated in
a one day workshop, learning how to update and maintain our
website, a task I am very much looking forward to.
Advertising in FNCV Publication
Paid advertising and flyer inserts placed in the Field Nat News
(FNN) during the year totalled $100.00. There was no income
from paid advertising in The Victorian Naturalist this year.
I would like to thank everyone who has helped me settle in and
been kind and patient while I learnt the breadth and width of
this role. I would also like to thank all volunteers who have
generously contributed their time to the various aspects of
running the club and have assisted me by offering their support
in my role as administration officer.
Hali Ferguson, Administration Officer

Juniors looking at samples dredged from the sea floor - Day trip on
Port Phillip bay with the Marine Discovery Centre Queenscliff
Photo Mike Gage

The next major excursion was a club Port Phillip Bay Marine
excursion on the boat ‘Kyena’ on Sunday 22nd February. The
trip had been fully booked by 32 members since late January
and we left Queenscliffe’ wharf on an exceptionally calm sea.
The first activity involved marine eco-sledding of a section of
Port Phillip Bay seagrass beds. The material was put into trays
and with a lot of very careful through seaweeds Juniors
discovered a wealth of small critters, from pipe fish, pygmy
squid, decorator crabs, sea stars, seahorses, urchins. Many of
these species were identified using a newly printed field guide
collated by the Marine Research Group’s Leon Altoff and
Audrey Falconer. The ‘Kyena ‘skipper Tim and his 2IC, also
provided wealth of additional information. All animals we
found were gently released back into the Bay, and we ended

(Continued on page 4)
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the morning with a trip to the Chinamans Hat Australian Fur
Seal colony, and a visit to the Popes Eye Gannet colony
complete with large white fluffy gannet Chicks.
The 2009 Easter camp was held at the Killawarra Forest and
Warby Ranges National Park near Wangaratta. This was a park
the Junior’s hadn’t visited since the late 1980’s. We also spent
a day on the Ovens River . At this camp, we were very
fortunate to be given the enthusiastic support of Geoff Barrow,
Head Ranger of DSE. He supplied us with plant, bird, reptile
and invertebrate lists of species found in the parks and took us
on two excursions. One an excursion to the Ovens River to
look for fresh water invertebrates and a walk through the
Killawarra State Park Range on the trail of the elusive Murray
River Carpet Pythons. Through Geoff Barrow’s good offices
we also were fortunate to have Mat Looby (botanist) lead an
excursion on Ovens River Bank plant communities. Ian
Davidson (an independent ecologist) gave us a detailed
lecture us on The Murray River Ovens ecosystems. As an extra
treat some of us were taken on early morning bird identification walk with the noted author Chris Tzaros, specialist on
Victorian Iron bark Forests, ornithologist, and photographer,
who happened to be camping in the park. A contact arranged
courtesy of Ian Barrow. A very busy and fruitful Easter camp,
well attended by some 45 souls, and as always with the now
traditional ‘Junior Easter Bilby Easter Egg Hunt’.
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‘Carnivorous Plants’, was outstanding with a number of brilliant
costumes.
We also had two further major weekends away. In late August
the Juniors went on their first Southern Right Whale watching
camp to Warrnambool. It was very enjoyable, a number of cows
with calves, up close and personal, patrolling up and down close
to the beach edge in front of the viewing platforms. Forty
members came and everybody got to see a Southern Right
during the weekend waving flukes, tails, breaching, and venting.
The last camp for the year, the annual Christmas camp was held
at Tidal River Wilsons Promontory National Park. Unusually for
the first time in many years it was a wet and damp. The camp
opened with Friday nights meeting in the dark with a small
wombat barging straight through all the members, circling the
Presidents tent twice, and then heading off into the blackness.
We walked to Squeaky Beach, into Lillypilly Gully and into
some of the fire devastated areas to see large tracts of flowering
grass trees.
All in all, a busy and full year for the Juniors with well attended
monthly meetings with always forty or more members and a
number of new families have joined the club.
Rob Knottenbelt

The Victorian Naturalist
Six issues, comprising Volume 126, of The Victorian
Naturalist were published during 2009. This volume consisted
of five issues of 32 pages and one of 64, resulting in the
publication of 224 pages for Volume 126. The highlight of the
year was the publication of the Biodiversity Special issue (No
3) containing the papers presented to the ‘Birds in the urban
environment’ Symposium held by the FNCV in September
2008. The papers in that issue covered a wide range of topics
relating to birds, including historical aspects of bird watching
and collecting, conservation biology, and the results of longterm monitoring of avian species.

Annual Easter camp, Wimmera river. Clive Crouch, showing
the group an active mallee fowl nest.
Photo - Ruth Ault.

Throughout the year we have had a number of excellent
speakers: to give some examples. Mary Gibson on ‘Mosses
Liverworts and the Like’ was truly hilarious and had excited
Junior’s remembering all sorts of salient botanical facts
garnished with chocolate. Sue Mason from the Dolphin
Research Institute on ‘Port Phillip Bay Dolphins’, George
Appleby on ‘Native Bees’, Trevor Turner on the ‘ Botany of
Heron Island’ and Marine Life in the surrounding Reefs, John
Harris with a very detailed ‘Reptiles, Frogs, Snakes and all
sorts of goodies from all over Australia’. The JFNCVs annual
birthday party in August with it costume theme of

A total of 27 substantive papers were published through the
year, comprising of eight Research Reports, 15 Contributions,
and four Naturalist Notes. In addition, 18 books were reviewed
in the pages of the journal; copies of the books returned by
reviewers were donated to the FNCV library. As is the custom,
The Victorian Naturalist also published the citation for the
recipient of the Australian Natural History Medallion. The
subject of the citation in this instance was Ern Perkins, the
recipient of the Medallion for 2008.
Regrettably, three well-known members of the FNCV passed
away during 2009 (two as a result of the ‘Black Saturday’
bushfires), as well as a former President late in 2008. Tributes
to these four people—Leigh Ahern, Jenny Barnett, Margaret
Potter and Tom Sault—were published through the year.
Thank you to all members of the editorial team: co-editors
Maria Gibson and Gary Presland, Assistant Editor Virgil
Hubregtse and Administrative Assistant Dorothy Mahler, who
always bring professionalism, attention to detail and support,
making it a pleasure to be part of the team of The Victorian
Naturalist.
Anne Morton - Executive Editor, The Victorian Naturalist
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Field Nats News
In 2009 Field Nats News issues ran from no 183 to 193
inclusive. With the help of our valued contributors, (see
table 1 below), and our layout and collation teams the
production of the FNCV’s monthly newsletter has been a
pleasure Our deadline is always the first Tuesday of the
month, with FNN going to the printers on the second
Tuesday. In general our authors are very good at meeting
this date and we appreciate their diligence. We would like
give a big thank you, all those who undertook, the
sometimes arduous task, of reporting on meeting,
excursions, camps and symposiums. We certainly could
not publish a newsletter without you.
The FNCV now has 10 Special Interest Groups, SIGS, but
there are groups from which we seldom receive a report.
Recently it has been very pleasing to be able to include
some material from our wonderful Juniors’ Group. An aim
for the future, is to publish reports from a wider selection of
SIGS. A very successful development in 2009 has been a
Members’News and Observations page containing news,
natural history observations and photos.
Your editors, Joan Broadberry and Dr. Noel Schleiger have
attempted to make the Nats news as attractive as possible by
including many photos, diagrams and sketches. However,

as the newsletter is printed only in black and white, the
impact of many of these illustrations is muted. We would like
to encourage members to receive the newsletter via email and
enjoy the full colour version. It also reduces the time taken
for collation. Please contact the FNCV Administrative
Assistant with your email address, admin@fncv.org.au It is
that simple.
As always, thanks to Platon Vafiadis who carefully prepares
the Marine Research Group page ready to “go”. Thanks also
to Sheila Houghton for her regular library news column, help
with archival material and obituaries. Special thanks to Gary
Presland for invaluable technical support each month. Thanks
also to Hali Ferguson for preparing the four monthly calendar
on which our program page is based. She also assists in
liaising with our advertisers and supplies the mail-out labels.
2009 has been a wonderful year for collation. We have had a
regular team of 9-17 willing helpers each third Tuesday
afternoon and the work has been a pleasant and easy.
Collation takes place in the FNCV hall starting about 1 pm
each month except December. All are welcome. Finally,
grateful thanks to Ray Power for co-ordinating the final stage
of the mail-out with Australia Post.
Joan Broadberry & Noel Schleiger,
Joint editors

Month

No

Main Contributors

Pages Collators

Feb.

183

Alan Yen, Rob Hamson, Graham Patterson, Roger Pierson, Joan Broadberry

12

12

March

184

Alan Yen, Russell Thompson, Roger Pierson, Joan Broadberry, Platon Vafiadis

14

11

April

185

Alan Yen, Rob Hamson, Joan Broadberry, Platon Vafiadis

12

17

May

186

Alan Yen, Rob Hamson, Russell Thompson Paul George, Joan Broadberry, Platon
Vafiadis

12

9

June

187

John Harris, Noel Schleiger, Dorothy Mahler, David Gibson, Virgil Hubregtse, Ed
Grey, Rob Hamson, Russell Thompson, Platon Vafiadis

12

12

July

188

John Harris, Annie Lamb, Joan Broadberry, Paul George, Rob Hamson, Rob
Knottenbelt, Platon Vafiadis

12

11

August

189

John Harris, David Gibson, Sally Bewsher, Paul George, Pat and Ed Grey, Noel
Schleiger, Dorothy Mahler.

12

11

Sept.

190

John Harris, Rob Hamson, Robin Drury, Sally Bewsher, Paul George, Pat Grey,
Virgil Hubregtse, Platon Vafiadis

12

12

Oct

191

John Harris, Joan Broadberry, Noel Schleiger, Dorothy Mahler, Hali Ferguson, Jim
Walker, Virgil Hubregtse, Pat Grey, Platon Vafiadis

12

16

Nov.

192

John Harris, David Gibson, Rob Hamson, Lisa Evans Joan Broadberry, Platon
Vafiadis

14

10

Dec.Jan. 10

193

John Harris, Sally Bewsher, Erica Gage, Joan Broadberry, Platon Vafiadis

10

10
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FNCV Environment Fund
The FNCV Environment Fund is a tax-deductible fund that was set up in 2003 to aid individuals and community groups who are
involved in environmental research.
Its purposes are:

To support and finance environmental research, in particular research into the biodiversity of Victoria

To support and finance dissemination of information on the natural environment by any legitimate means, including
public lectures, seminars, field trips, courses and publications

To support and finance practical projects aimed at preserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Victoria.
The Fund is administered by a committee consisting of Malcolm Calder (Chair), Barbara Burns (Secretary and Treasurer), Bob
Rogers, Noel Schleiger, John Harris and Cathy Willis.
Each year the Fund contacts the regional field naturalist clubs in Victoria and advertised in the FNCV Newsletter and on the
Web for grant applications. The committee meets in April to processes the submissions and decide on the successful applicants.
The projects supported in 2009 were:
FNCV Fauna Survey Group
Purchase of Microchip Reader Scales and Storage pack

$956.21

Hamilton Field Naturalists
Towards printing of a 50 page Hamilton Regional Nature Guide $1,000.00
Ivanhoe Primary School
For purchase of plants, soil, and mulch for school garden

$836.00

Karl Just
Fauna survey in the Pyrete Ranges State Forest,
primarily for Phascogale. Cost of materials for nest boxes

$1000.00
Putting up nets boxes for phascogale
Photo Barbara Burns

Each project is required to be completed within 12 months of receipt of funding, with a report on completion to be submitted to
the fund. Successful applicants are encouraged to communicate the results of their project to the Club via articles, talks etc.
Donations to the fund are tax-deductible and most welcome and gratefully accepted. Thank you to everyone who donated in
2009. Your support will enable the Fund to continue providing grants for worthy projects in the future.
Barbara Burns, Secretary

Botany Group
The botany group has continued to attract informative
speakers and visit a diverse array of interesting locations
during the past year.
The botany group members wish to acknowledge the effort
taken by the speakers, excursion leaders and members who
made the activities interesting and enjoyable. A special
thankyou to the following speakers and excursion leaders:
Roger Elliot for an armchair expedition of the flora of the
Grampians; Dick Thomson for an exciting presentation on
growing terrestrial orchids, and a most generous offer to visit
his home and observe how terrestrial orchids are grown from
seeds to containers; Karen Muscat for a dissertation of her
honours thesis of the taxonomy of Dianella tasmanica; Jeff
Jeanes and Megan Hirst for explaining seedbanking as a
conservation tool, followed by a visit to the rare and
threatened species beds at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Melbourne; Matt Dell for an interesting presentation on
bryophytes and well attended field trip; Annie Lamb for an
introduction to Weedspotters and a talk on Water Hyacinths;
Cathy Powers for her beautiful photographic guide to the
flora of the Brisbane Ranges, accompanied by a field trip

showing us the orchid hotspots in the Brisbane Ranges; Kristy
Abbott for informing us about invasive ants increasing
distribution and interaction with plants in the AustralasiaPacific regions; and to Graeme Lorimer for a packed house for
his talk on an introduction to the identification of grasses, and
for going above and beyond the call of duty by taking an eager
but soaked group of members to the 100 Acres Reserve in
Donvale on an extremely wet Sunday.
Thankyou to Karen Lester for assisting with the management of
the Clyde–Tooradin disused railway Plains Grassland where we
looked for threatened species. Unfortunately it was too dry to
look for Prasophyllum frenchii (Maroon Leek-orchid), this
year. Thank you to the people who assisted with the weeding at
Clyde. Thank you to Karen Muscat for leading the field trips to
Clyde.
In 2009 the Botany Group continued to contribute to the
conservation of Victoria’s biodiversity by continuing to
manage Clyde with weeding days and searches for threatened
species. These excursions provided members with practical
experience in some of the State’s best patches of remnant
vegetation.
Sue Bendel on behalf of the Botany Committee
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Bat Study Group
2009 did not begin well for bats. The extreme heatwave in late
January/early February resulted in the loss of 1 in 5 (perhaps as
many as 1 in 4) of the vulnerable species Pteropus
poliocephalus, the Grey-headed flying fox, in Victoria. FNCV
members and people from a range of environment and wildlife
organisations were involved in the a volunteer effort at the
Yarra Bend colony to get water to as many animals as possible
by spraying, and to retrieve heat exhausted animals for
attention by wildlife carers. Due to the extreme weather event,
a total of 5,300 are known to have died at the Yarra Bend,
Geelong and Bairnsdale camps. Most of the deaths occurred at
Yarra Bend and the majority (57%) were adult males. This was
a new observation in Australia as previously it was assumed
that juveniles were most susceptible to heat-related mortality.

one day focussed on microbats and the other on megabats.
Ian Kitchen and Lisa Evans did a great job of organising the
event and the 50 or so attendees thoroughly enjoyed the
experience. Keynote speakers were bat experts Dr Lindy
Lumsden and Dr Kerryn Parry-Jones. Bat-themed door prizes
included a beautiful silver pendant of a bat donated by the
artist Ruth Waterhouse.
Occasional calls for assistance come in from people with bats
roosting in their house. A family concerned about the fate of
a colony of microbats living in their about-to-be-demolished
house contacted us for advice. John Harris was able to do a
site visit and establish that the bats had recently vacated their
roost in the wall cavity of the house due to the hot weather. A
relief for all concerned and the house could be demolished
without the more difficult bat re-location effort that may
otherwise have been required.

No-one knows how many microbats died in the extensive fires
on February 7th and it can only be assumed to number hundreds
of thousands and possibly millions.

Members also continued to be involved in the microbat
monitoring project at Organ Pipes National park and the
monthly megabat count at Yarra Bend, two of the longestrunning known bat research projects.

Bat group members have continued to work with the

Dr. Megan Davidson for the Bat Study Group

Below
Southern Freetail Bat
(Mormopterus planiceps)
Terrick Terrick N.P
Photo Sally Bewsher

Survivors of the Jan/Feb heat event are put into the soft
release cage at Yarra Bend. Animals are micro-chipped
before release. Photo Ian Kitchen
Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) to refine
the protocols for responding to extreme weather events at the
Yarra Bend bat colony. In 2009 DSE provided funding for the
purchase of equipment including portable backpack sprayers,
and protective clothing for volunteers. FNCV member Ian
Kitchen has been very active in sourcing and testing useful
equipment. Ian organised a BBQ and equipment training day at
Yarra Bend to familiarise people with the equipment and
protocols. A few members have also undertaken training in the
rescue and care of flying foxes.
The Bat Group organised the Biodiversity Symposium on Bats
which was held at the FNCV hall on 12-13 September 2009.
The two-day program was a mix of lectures and field trips with
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Marine Research Group
The Marine Research Group held seven meetings and undertook eight field trips throughout 2009. On average 12 people
attended our meetings with the highest attendance of 18 people.
The program for the year was:
February
Mark O’Loughlin speaking on the Diversity and Distribution of Holothuroid Echinoderms south of the Antarctic Convergence.
May
Field Trip Roundup narrated by Bob Burn
July
Jacqui Pocklington speaking on the Marine Programs of the People and
Parks Foundation.
August
Dr Gary Poore from the Museum of Victoria speaking on Shrimps, Prawns
and Lobsters.
September
Michael Lyons talked about his experiences diving in Victoria and South
Australia.
October
Dr Alan Marshal speaking about Corals, Coral Reefs and Climate Change.

Audrey and Barbara at the microscopes

December
Member's night.
Field trips are a wonderful opportunity to experience at first hand the myriad of invertebrate life forms to be found on our
coasts. Trips were undertaken when suitable low tides coincided with weekends and many records were added to the Marine
Research Group species database. Locations visited during 2009 included Barwon Heads, Ricketts Point and the Waratah Bay
area (multiple locations). Our residential field work includes lab work and photography after each day in the water. (See
photo above.)
Significant Observations
The Marine Research Group found three introduced bivalves at Sandy Point Shallow Inlet in March 2009. All specimens
(pictured right) were lodged at the
Museum of Victoria.
The discovery was reported to Parks
Victoria who surveyed 70 sites at
shallow inlet to determine the extent
of the incursion – no other specimens
were found.
Theora lubrica

Musculista senhousia

Corbula gibba

Range Extensions
The bivalve species Anapella amygdala (below left) was recorded at Shallow Inlet on 18 March 2009. This is our first record
for Victoria and an extension to the eastern end of its range in mainland Australia. Previously Anapella amygdala had only
been found in the gulfs of South Australia and in Tasmania.
The soldier crab Mictyris longicarpus (right) was recorded at
Shallow Inlet on 18 March 2009. The western end of its range
was previously far western Victoria.
The existing committee remained in place.
President: Michael Lyons, Secretary: Leon Altoff,
Fieldtrip coordinator: Audrey Falconer,
Committee members: Phil Bock, Platon Vafiadis
I would like to thank all our speakers for sharing their knowledge with us. I would also like to thank Platon Vafiadis for
preparing the MRG page for Field Nats News and Audrey Falconer for coordinating our field trips.
Leon Altoff, Secretary
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Australian Natural
History Medallion
The winner of the 2009 Australian Natural History
Medallion was Dr Richard Shine, Professor in Biology,
University of Sydney, for his contributions to herpetology,
ecology and conservation biology. He was nominated
jointly by the Australian Society of Herpetologists and the
ACT Herpetological Society. The Medallion was presented
by Dr Patrick Greene, CEO Museum Victoria, at a meeting
of the FNCV in November. The citation for the Medallion
will be published in the Victorian Naturalist.
The core of the ANHM is its General Committee which
comprises, currently, representatives of ten natural history
societies. Its prime task is to ensure that the Award
Committee is adequately staffed with competent assessors
and to provide strategic guidance for the promulgation of
the Medallion. It tends to meet only in alternate years when
members of the Award Committee complete their term and
so it did not meet in 2009.
The South Eastern Australian Naturalists Association
(SEANA) has generously agreed to sponsor the production
of the Medallion for three years with a donation of $500 per
annum. Other donations will be acknowledged in the
Victorian Naturalist.

glitches and Leon Costerman for sharing his knowledge on
excursions. I would also like to thank Frank Holmes for
stepping in at the last moment when a speaker cancelled.
I would also like to thank the individual members, without
whose attendance it would not be possible to have the
opportunity to hear leaders, and others knowledgeable in
their earth science field. Last of all, I would like to
acknowledge the service of Rob Hamson to the FNCV over
the years in his capacity as Geology group convener. ‘Well
done Rob’, wishing you and Beth all the best for the future.
Geology meetings
February: Pleistocene Glaciation in Australia :
Assoc .Professor Jim Peterson. Monash University
March: Fossil Bryozoans: Rolf Schmidt. Museum Victoria
April: The Wimmera River- flow and floods: Ross Hardie.
Alluvium Consulting
May: Uplift of the Strzelecki Ranges: Assoc. Professor
John Webb. Latrobe University
June: Evolution of the Kangaroo: Assoc. Professor Mike
Westerman. Latrobe University
July: Fake Gold but Real Nuggets: Dermot Henry.
Museum Victoria
August: Invertebrate Fossil Record of Victoria: Frank
Holmes. FNCV member

The sculptor who casts the Medallions, Viktor Kalinowski,
has advised that he does not wish to continue with that task
and has suggested that the FNCV could purchase the rights
to cast the Medallions elsewhere. He is prepared to cast one
final batch and that would give us time to make alternative
arrangements. We have Medallions for the 2010 and 2011
awards. An alternate precious metal casting business has
been located.

September: Silver mines of the Czech Republic: John
Haupt. Mineral Society of Victoria

Ian Endersby has completed eleven years as the Secretary to
the Medallion Committees and he will be replaced by Dr
Gary Presland from the start of 2010.

Geology Excursions and Field trip

Ian Endersby

April 5: Collecting Oligocene fossils: Blue Circle
Limestone Quarry. Waurn Ponds

Geology Group
The Geology group has had another successful year.
Though numbers are down slightly, the enthusiasm of
members has made up for it. Ten meetings were held over
the year and 6 field trips and excursions. The average
attendance was 22 for meetings and 18 for excursions.
Many thanks to the speakers and leaders from a variety of
earth science disciplines who have willingly given their
time. The inclusion of talks on environmental issues has
allowed for a diverse and eclectic program.
I would like to thank the members who have helped with
the running of the group and those who have given me
encouragement and support since taking over the reins from
Rob Hamson. I would like to thank Noel Schlieger for
representing the Geology Group at council meetings, David
Gibson for writing up reports, Ray Power who opens up and
sets up the hall, Clem Earp for assistance with computer

October: From the Beach to the Living Room Wall- The
Ti2 Story: Dr Mark Pownceby. CSIRO Minerals
November: Storm water – How to save our water supply
and protect our rivers: Dr Chris Walsh., Melbourne
University

March 21-22: Coastal landforms of the Otway Coast: Dr
Eric Bird. University of Melbourne

July 26: Heathcote - An excursion to 16km beneath
Bendigo: Geoff Turner. Geologist
October 3-4: Gold, Granite and Volcanoes, Ballarat and
District: Phil Kinghorn. Geologist
October 13: 3-D Visualization Facility:
Rawlings. Geoscience Victoria

Dr Tim

Dec 6: Melbourne Observation Deck, Rialto Tower: Dr’s
Noel Schlieger and Gary Presland. FNCV Members.
Ruth Robertson, Convener
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Fungi Group
Aims
The Fungi Group aims to “widen our knowledge of fungi in
the field”. Through our activities we hope to improve the
knowledge and understanding of the distribution and ecology
of Victorian fungi.
Activities
Our program of fortnightly forays attracts a wide range of
people of various ages and experience and experienced guides
lead each foray. The following locations were surveyed:
1. Mt Macedon, Sanatorium Lake Picnic Ground and
Day’s Picnic Ground (52 species),
2. Three separate forays were made to Green’s Bush
(Mornington Peninsula National Park) in April, June
and September (42, 90 and 44 species respectively),

Coranderrk Bushland in Healesville.
This year we were successful in renewing our Research
Permit from the Department of Sustainability and Environment to facilitate our project: ‘The collation of data on
distribution and ecology of Victorian fungi’. This permit will
cover our foray activities until March 2012.
From our forays this year three collections of fungi have been
lodged with the National Herbarium (Royal Botanic Gardens
Melbourne).
A series of talks and workshops were held at the Blackburn
FNCV clubhouse. Topics included:
1. “Fungi foray data - an important source of scientific
data and how to maximise its value for research" : a
talk by Dr Tom May, Senior Mycologist at the RBG
Melbourne.
2. “The Tropical Fungi of Queensland” a slide
presentation by Geoff Lay.
3. “Molecular surveys of fungi: a fruitless approach, or
does the truth lie underground?” a talk by Mark
Newbound.
4. “An introduction to Fungi” and a short foray around
the Blackburn Lake was presented to the Friends of
Blackburn Lake, by Paul George.
5. “Field Identification of Six Small Marasmius
Species”, by Ed Grey.
6. “The Origins of Fungi’, by Jurrie Hubregtse.
Jurrie Hubregtse produced new (second) edition of the “The
Fungi CD”. This useful guide contains images of 250 species
that are readily identifiable in the field, together with a search
key.

Phallus indusiatus - the White Crinoline Stinkhorn
Photo- Bruce Fuhrer

3.

4.
5.
6.
7.

A weekend foray to the Otway Ranges, including
Mariners Falls (47 species), Mait’s Rest, (67
species) and Melba Gully (42 species)
Bunyip State Park (Gembrook), Mortimer Reserve
Picnic Ground (93 species),
Coranderrk Bushland, Healesville (86 species),
Blackwood, Jack Cann Reserve (79 species), and
Upper Yarra Reservoir, (Doctors Creek walk),
Reefton (78 species).

In each case, the appropriate ranger was contacted prior to the
survey to check any special requirements and a copy of the
survey report forwarded to them. All our records were also
lodged with Fungimap Inc.
After each foray, a meeting was held at the FNCV clubhouse
to review the records.
Due to the bush fires over the last summer, we were unable to
foray in our regular sites at Marysville, Kinglake, Cathedral
Range and Dom Dom. Instead we decided to have three
forays to Greens Bush this year and to make comparisons
between the number and variety of species found at different
times of the year. We also went to a new location (for us) –

A web site dedicated to the Fungi Group exists on the FNCV
web service. This site describes the aims and objectives of
the Group, the calendar of activities, although it has not been
regularly updated.
Interesting Finds






At Melba Gully an interesting mushroom was found with
dark fibrillose pyramid scales on the cap; close white,
free gills and a large pedant annulus, which turned out to
be Lepiota aff. aspera. This species is confusingly
similar to an Amanita and it is very difficult to tell them
apart in the field. However, Amanitas have amyloid (or
inamyloid) spores and divergent gill tissue, while
Lepiotas typically have dextrinoid spores, parallel to
interwoven gill tissue and never have a volva.
At Upper Yarra Reservoir, Bruce Fuhrer found a
Calyptella species, which he says is usually found in
NSW and Queensland. This genus is like a small white
Mycena without gills. In fact it doesn’t have a stem
either, being suspended by a very short stalk from the top
of the cap.
At Coranderrk we found a Tulastoma sp., a small stalked
puffball, the stem quite woody, found growing in the
middle of a vehicular track, and, once noticed, it was
seen all along the track across the creek. It is more usual
to find these fungi in drier or more desert-like areas.
(Continued on page 11)
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Terrestrial
Invertebrate Group
The year 2009 saw the Terrestrial Invertebrate Group have
five meetingd with topics that ranged from local to international interest.

Lentinus sajor-caju - a large, leathery tropical saprophytic fungus
frequently forming spectacular colonies on decaying logs in
tropical rainforests.
Photo Bruce Fuhrer





At Blackwood, we found a bright yellow slime mould on a
patch of leafy liverwort. It was still transforming from the
plasmodial stage, but the very weak stand-like stalks and
pendant sporangia suggested it was Badhamia sp. While
photographing this, we were surprised to see a tiny
creature feasting on the slime mould! This stunningly
beautiful little beastie (it was only about 3-4 mm long) had
a purple body with two rows of long pink processes down
each flank. Penny Greenslade identified it as an uchid
Collembola: Acanthanura sp. (subfamily Uchidanurinae) –
a large log-inhabiting springtail that feeds on slime
moulds.
Also at Blackwood, was Cortinarius globuliformis. This
was the first sighting of this fungi species for many of our
group. This is an almost underground species, probably
seen only because the leaf litter had been burnt. The short,
button-shaped caps were bright yellow and were embedded
in the soil amongst bright yellow mycelium. The
cobwebby veil on this species often remains intact,
trapping the rust-brown spores.

The first speaker was the group’s convener, Dr Alan Yen,
who put up the idea that insects could be a very important
source of proteins for humans in the future; they are a very
efficient and fast form of protein production, and are an
important source of food for humans in Africa, Asia and
Central and South America. Dr Amanda Kobelt (Department
of Primary Industries) gave a presentation on the invertebrates of the most threatened vegetation type in Australia –
the western Victorian basalt plains grasslands. These
grasslands have been reduced to less than 1% of their original
range, but the good quality remnants still have native insects;
some of these native insects may be important as natural
enemies of plant pests in crops. Lynne Kelly, author of a
recently published book on spiders, gave an intriguing
account of how she turned her fear of spiders into appreciation and fascination with spider biology and ecology. Longtime FNCV member Wendy Clark gave a practical demonstration on photographing insects: the techniques can applied
whether you own a small compact camera or a more flexible
single lens reflex camera – the principles remain the same.
Wendy led an excursion to the Langwarrin Flora and Fauna
Reserve to practice photographing insects in the field.
The last speaker of the year was Ian Endersby, who gave a
thorough background to dragonfly evolution and behaviour
Alan Yen for the group.

Paul George
Very large leech that dropped from the leg of the president John
Harris at the first Cobboboonee camp in 2009.
The comparison object is a lens cap from a camera.
Photo - Barbara Burns
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Day Group
The Day Group was re-established in June 2008 and has now
completed a successful 18 months. The aim is to provide a
generalist, day time natural history program, catering especially
for those members who have difficulty getting to evening
meeting.
To begin the year on 27th January 2009, appropriately for the
first day of Melbourne’s record breaking heat-wave, 15
members heard a presentation from Rob Hamson on his recent
Voyage to Antarctica. The February meeting was a fascinating
talk, by Mary Gibson, drawing on the experiences of a recent
visit, to teach us about the Vegetation of Tanzania.
March saw 16 of us on a guided walk around Maranoa
Gardens. In April 19 people heard members, Ruth Doig and
Bob Rowlands, give short presentations. Ruth spoke about a
trip she did in 1960 to Ayres Rock and Bob’s presentation was
of Sub-Antarctic islands, visited on a trip taken in 1992-3. The
May meeting was on Tropical Fungi. 17 members reveled in
Bruce Fuhrer’s wonderful photography. Sally Bewsher gave a
fascinating insight into the work of the Fauna Survey Group to
14 members in June and in July Ian Endersby spoke to a group
of 19, on the Natural History of Norfolk Island. For the August
meeting Noel Schleiger and Dorothy Mahler spoke to 15
members about the Natural History of Equador (including the
Galapagos Island), again drawing on a recent trip. In
September a change of pace for the 11 participants was the
video, “The case of the Baby-faced Assassin.
Taking advantage of the good weather, the Day Group ended
the year with some short guided excursions. October saw us at
nearby Blackburn Lake and November at the 100 Acres, Park
Orchards. Numbers were respectively 10 and 12.
Meetings are preceded by morning tea, and this opportunity to
socialize has proven popular. Special thanks are due to Sheila
Houghton and Gary Presland for the time and effort they have
put into nurturing the group and the wonderful program they
have put in place. Sheila has acted as secretary to the group and
has kept the minute book. Much of the program was provided
by speakers from within the FNCV and we thank them
sincerely for their time and input.
Joan Broadberry

Library
The library continues to be quite well used, although from the
point of view of the library staff, this is a covert activity. Most
of the borrowings occur at SIG meetings, so we rarely meet our
clientele. People who do come in when the library is open
usually have historical enquiries. Rob Ingham was delighted
to find that his great-uncle, Leonard Thorne, had a connection
with the FNCV, and by way of thanks agreed to give a talk on
the Yarra River to the Day Group. Kim Campbell, great
granddaughter of Charles Barrett, was astonished to discover
the extent of her ancestor's involvement in the club, and most

kindly donated several of the books he wrote that we did
not have in our Reserve Collection. One enquiry related to
the tombstone on which a man was described as
'Naturalist' (unknown to us), and another whether we had
any photos of camping equipment of the past.
Among the 56 titles added during the year were Clode, D.
(2007) Voyages to the south seas: in search of Terra
Australis; Maryborough Field Naturalists Club (2001) Fifty
golden years (donated by the club); Luhrs, D.E. (2009)
Hamilton Field Naturalists Club: environmental advocacy
and action 1958-2008 (donated by the author); Johnson, C.
(2006) Australia's mammal extinctions: a 50,000 year
history (donated by the Fauna Survey Group in memory of
Bob Taylor); Hall, L. And Richards, G. (2000) Flying
foxes: fruit and blossom bats of Australia; Finney, C.
(1993) Paradise revealed: natural history in nineteenth
Australia, and Presland G. (2009) The natural history of the
Footscray district (both donated by Gary Presland); and
Walter, J. (2007) SGAP: the story of Arthur Swaby and the
Society for Growing Australian Plants (donated by the
Australian Plant Society). Other donors were Bill Fenner,
Arthur and Denise Carew, Ian Endersby, Kris Siderov and
reviewers of books for The Victorian naturalist. Our thanks
go to all these people.
Work on the archives has continued, and we now have over
400 files, and a growing photographic archive, supplemented by the late Margaret Dacy's collection.
As usual I have received valuable support from Gary
Presland and Enid Haarhoff throughout the year, and I
thank them for their services.
Sheila Houghton
Honorary Librarian and Archivist

Microscopy
Group
Report of year’s speakers for Microscopy Group
February Meeting - Dr Mary Gibson, Botany Lecturer from
Deakin University spoke on the “Comparative anatomy of
Plants”. An entertaining and informative talk. Mary
explained the internal structure of plants at the cellular and
tissue level. We learnt the different functions these tissues
and cells are responsible for, helping us to understand how
plants behave under different conditions and to predict how
they may behave under changing circumstances.
April Meeting - Nicole Schumann, PhD Student, School of
Life and Enviromental Studies, Deakin University.
Phillippa Sterpin
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Fauna Survey Group
The Fauna Survey Group has continued to be involved with a
wide range of activities during 2009. These have included two
stagwatches in the warmer months, camps throughout Victoria
and guest speakers at monthly meetings.

In March, we returned to Dookie Agricultural College.
Highlights included an Olive Legless Lizard, an Inland Broadnosed Bat, Eastern Long-necked Tortoises in the sewerage
ponds, a Squirrel Glider and numerous Rainbow Skinks
observed during rock-turning activities.
We revisited Blackburn Lake in March too. A single Gould’s
wattled Bat was trapped and two White-striped Freetail bats
were heard. During spotlighting common species were
observed.
Cobboboonee National Park was surveyed in both April and
December. We recorded Striped Marsh Frogs, the Smooth Frog
and Common Froglets during searches along the Surry River at
Easter. The Christmas camp yielded twenty-four mammal
species, seven of which were bat species. We trapped three
Pygmy Possums and a juvenile Southern Brown Bandicoot,
which delighted everyone present. Eleven reptile species were
recorded, including three snake species, Blotched Blue-tongue
Lizards, the Swamp Skink and the Southern Grass Skink.
Two trips, in June and November, took us to Giffard Flora
Reserve. A variety of birds were seen and heard on both visits,
while eight species of reptiles were observed in November. An
Eastern Pygmy Possum and Agile Antechinus were trapped.

Ray, Rhonda, Robin, Sally, Russell and Ray processing data
from nest box checking at Heathcote-Graytown NP.
Photo - Sally Bewsher

The speakers were:
February. Dr.Graeme Coulson. Melb Uni. ‘Kangaroos in
Paradise?’
March. Birgita Hansen. ‘Population Genetic Structure of
Leadbeater's Possum and its Implications for Species
Conservation'.
April. Dr. Katherine Handasyde. Melb. Uni. ‘The Impact of
Habitat Fragmentation on Brushtail Possums.’
May. George Paras. ‘Latrobe Wildlife Sanctuary - Its
Development & Future’.
June. Dr Devi Meian Stuart-Fox. ‘Colour,Change, Communication and Camouflage in Chameleons’.
July. Robin Drury. ‘Frogs in Agricultural Landscapes’.
August. Geoff Heard. ‘Threatened Herpetofauna of Victoria’.
Sept. Dr. Jim Radford. Bush Heritage Australia.
Oct. David De Angelis ‘The influence of fire on the spatial and
behavioural ecology of Desert Skinks in the South Australian
Mallee’.
November. Members’ night.
December. Peter Robertson. ‘Threatened Reptiles of Victoria’.

A large group of members and friends attended the camp at
Croajingolong National Park in September. Many hours were
put in during this week-long camp as we trapped, went
spotlighting, walked and observed the fauna. Seven reptile
species, five frog species, sixty-four bird species and fourteen
mammal species were recorded. We were also assisting the
Southern Ark Project and on the last morning the only Longnosed Potoroo for the week was trapped.
All results from our trips are sent to the Atlas of Victorian
Wildlife, as required by our permit. This includes details about
the species trapped, observations made during evening
spotlighting walks, general observations made and indirect
evidence. eg. scats, bones or feathers. These activities were
conducted under the conditions of DSE Flora and Fauna
Permit, granted June 2009.
Sally Bewsher

Field Trips.
Only two stagwatches were held in 2009. Due to the wildfires
in February, many of the areas we visit were burnt or still
closed to the public. They took place in January and October
and two Leadbeater’s Possums were seen on the first outing.
There were two trips to Rushworth State Forest to replace,
check and repair nestboxes. One was in February and the other
in August. In February, one Brush-tailed Phascogale and
twenty-three sugar gliders were found in the 124 boxes
checked. In August, 117 boxes were checked and forty-eight
sugar gliders and one Brush-tailed Phascogale were observed.

Mia, Ray, Brad and Paul checking reptile lounges at
Cobboboonee NP. Easter Camp
Photo - Sally Bewsher
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