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       From Your President 
The Nature of Biodiversity – Our Biodiversity Symposium 

Wow! what an incredible weekend of awesome speakers 
and interesting people at our Biodiversity Symposium – The 
Nature of Biodiversity. Although each topic seemed to 
be a standalone, it was interesting to see how the topics 
were interrelated. 

We were fully booked with others that were sorry to 
miss out. Thanks to all the people that helped with the 
set up as well as help on the day – especially to Judith 
Sise, Faye Campbell and Philippa Burgess who organised 
the food and refreshments. Thanks also to John Harris, 
Kathy Himbeck with the Book Shop which we all loved 
to peruse and buy treasured books from and to Wendy 
Gare who worked tirelessly behind the scenes.

A big thank you to Max Campbell for the inspiration in choosing the topic, finding and 
arranging the wonderful speakers as well as setting up and operating the equipment 
which enabled it to run seamlessly. Max has already got ideas for next year’s 
symposium. It will be another one not to be missed. 

Trip to Cosstick Reserve, Maryborough
Our trip to Cosstick Flora and Fauna Reserve had to be cancelled at the last minute as 
the weather forecast changed from showers and windy to substantial rain, high winds 
and a possible thunderstorm. Not a good place to be with no shelter!  By Friday night there was a 
state-wide weather warning to stay indoors and keep away from windows! We have arranged 
with the Maryborough Field Naturalists Club to reschedule the trip. We will publicise the date as 
soon as we know it.

In the Field
This month in the field there have been some interesting 
observations.  I noticed a Ringtail Possum being harassed by 
Rainbow Lorikeets. It seems the possum hadn’t got back to its 
hollow in time and was trying to access a spot near the Lorikeets 
nest!

Last month the Nodding Greenhood and the Tall Greenhood 
orchids were in flower. This month we now have the 
Maroonhood, Pterostylis pedunculata and the Dwarf 
Greenhood, Pterostylis nana in flower at Blackburn Lake. 
However, with the rain, I noticed all the orchids had grown 
much taller than usual this year. 
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The next interesting find was a black spot at the end of a leaf. On closer inspection it was a caterpillar munching away at the tip. 
The rest of the caterpillar was on the underside of the leaf. It was the larva of the Australian Magpie Moth (the moth is black 
with white markings on its wings). 

 A little further on, on a fence rail, there 
were two scavenger flies, busily feasting 
on a dead insect. There are many types of 
scavenger flies, some feed on poo, some 
on dead things, and some steal meals 
from spiders. They are very opportunistic. 
I also found a flat worm that was attached 
to the fur on my dog. Because the 
flatworm exudes a very sticky mucous, 
she couldn’t remove it and she became 

agitated. It was a good find. I put it on a piece 
of bark and photographed it.  

 What I found interesting, was what was not there! 
Last year, there were many Psyllids, often called Lerps. The adults look like mini cicadas. I saw as many as five different species 
last year around Blackburn Lake. This year I have found none. 

Have they moved to different areas, do they have years of plenty and then very few the following years or is some other factor 
involved? We know fruit and flowers often have prolific years followed by a reduced presence the following year(s). Maybe 
insects have that as well? I have noticed several species recently that this is possibly happening. The best thing to do is to 
keep records as well as the weather conditions.

 (Below)  Some of the Psyllids found last year in September – None seen this year yet 

There were many more interesting finds, but they will have to wait for another time. Meanwhile, the weather is warming up, the 
birds are pairing and building nests, the insects are hatching, flowers are breaking out and much more.  Enjoy discovering these 
wonderful aspects of nature. 

Wendy Clark 

Dwarf Greenhood Pterostylis nana Australian Magpie Moth Nyctemera amicus 

Scavenger Flies Flatworm 

Lasiopsylla sp. Gum Clamshell Lerp  
  Spondyliaspis plicatuloides 
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Monday 5th - Fungi Group at 7 pm via Zoom and in the hall. 
Contact: Melvin Xu fungifncv@gmail.com 0410 522 533 

Tuesday 6th - Fauna Survey Group Meeting: To be advised. 
Contact: Sally Bewsher 03 9752 1418 

Sunday 11th - Invertebrate Study Group all day Excursion: The Gurdies Nature 
Conservation Reserve. Bookings essential via email. Contact: Wendy Clark 
inverts@fncv.org.au 

Sunday 11th – Juniors Group Excursion: Walking tour of the Birrarung Floating 
Wetlands. Please register your interest (if this event cannot proceed there will be an 
excursion within the south-eastern suburbs of Melbourne). 
Contact: Nicole Brown Nicole.vickridge@gmail.com 

Wednesday 14th - Invertebrate Study Group via zoom. Meeting: Discussions and 
photos by members of recent observations and other items of interest. 
Bookings essential via email. Contact: Wendy Clark inverts@fncv.org.au 

Thursday 15th – Botany Group Meeting: Survival in the desert: a Mossy viewpoint. 
Speaker: Dr. Mary Gibson, botanist and editor of The Victorian Naturalist .Mosses in the 
desert? Our dry landscapes are actually home to many species of these tiny plants. 
Intriguing mechanisms, include unique ways of reproduction. Prolonging their hydrated 
state, enable mosses to survive these harsh landscapes, both at community and 
individual plant levels.Contact: Philippa Burgess: botany@fncv.org.au 0409 866 389   

Wednesday 21st - Microscopy Group - Practical Meeting: Compound and 
dissecting/zoom microscopes set up for your use.  
BYO specimens or view hundreds of other specimens. Freshwater pond samples, prepared and stained fish scales and sharkskin. 
Determine the age of the fish through the scales. Make an imprint and view the stomata and guard cells of leaves. Videos of live 
microscopic organisms. Learn temporary slide preparation and view instantly on screen through digital microscopes. 
Contact: Max Campbell 0409 143 538; mcam7307@bigpond.net.au 

Sunday 25th - Invertebrate Study Group Excursion: Valley Reserve, Mt Waverley 3-5pm. Searching for Peacock Spiders. Bookings 
essential via email. Contact: Wendy Clark inverts@fncv.org.au 

Monday 26th – FNCV Council Meeting 7.30 pm. Apologies and agenda items to FNCV secretary. 
David Davies secretary@fncv.org,au 

Tuesday 27th – Day Group Meeting: 10.30 am. coffee and a chat, speaker 11 am.  A history of Gardiners Creek, KooyongKoot. 
Speaker: Dr. Gary Presland, author and FNCV member. Contact: Joan Broadberry joan.broadberry@gmail.com 

Wednesday 28th – Geology Group Meeting: To be advised. Contact: Ken Griffiths geology@fncv.org.au 

Friday 30th - Tuesday 3rd November - Fauna Survey Group: Yarrara field trip.  Survey for semi-arid reptiles, birds, and mammals. 
Prior bookings essential. Ray Gibson 0417 861 651 or rgibson@melbpc.org.au 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS OCTOBER 2026 

All meetings are held at the FNCV Hall, 1 Gardenia St. Blackburn at 8 pm., unless otherwise indicated. 
There may be changes to the program, for example due to extreme weather conditions or the unavailability of a speaker. 

 Please check with the FNCV website www.fncv.org.au or contact person for the most up-to-date information  

Important 

Those wanting to attend any 
FNCV excursion or camp MUST 
register with the leader at least 
two full days before the date of 
the activity. Some leaders may 
ask for registration to be earlier. 
After registering you will receive 
details of exact locations, 
meeting places and times. 

There are several reasons for 
this. Attendees can be contacted 
if the activity is cancelled or 
arrangements change. It is also 
essential for insurance purposes. 

Non-members are welcome to 
register and attend FNCV 
excursions. Club policy is that 
non-members, including juniors, 
are asked to donate $5 per 
meeting or excursion as a 
contribution towards Club 
overheads.  

Note it is not necessary to
register for meetings.

Club policy is that non-members, including juniors, are asked to donate $5 per meeting or excursion as a contribution 
towards Club overheads. 

mailto:fungifncv@gmail.com
mailto:inverts@fncv.org.au
mailto:Nicole.vickridge@gmail.com
mailto:inverts@fncv.org.au
mailto:botany@fncv.org.au
mailto:mcam7307@bigpond.net.au
mailto:inverts@fncv.org.au
mailto:secretary@fncv.org,au
mailto:joan.broadberry@gmail.com
mailto:geology@fncv.org.au
mailto:rgibson@melbpc.org.au
http://www.fncv.org.au/
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Fauna Survey Group: Meeting, 4th August 2026 

‘Educating People about Flying Foxes in Melbourne/Naarm.’ There were two speakers for this presentation. Dr. Davita 

spoke on the ecology and conservation of flying foxes and the activities of ‘Friends of Bats Bushcare’. 

Deborah Ladd wrote a book for children on flying foxes and has been liaising with schools in the city of Yarra with an 

educational program. Attendance was 26.  

 Ray Gibson 

Invertebrate Study Group: No meetings or trips for ISG in August. 

 Juniors Group: Juniors Meeting July 

In July Max Campbell gave an interactive talk on Microscopic Pond life - introducing our Juniors and their families to the 

fascinating world of Protists and Archaea. His presentation was illustrated with a fabulous collection of his photographs 

and videos.  Several guests attended. The leader with Wendy Clark promoted the library and bookshop to our Juniors 

along with a promotion of our next meeting. There was a great deal of interest from the Juniors in learning more about 

photographing the natural world. 

Marine Research Group: 

The project collecting sea slugs for the National Biodiversity DNA Library continues with divers and also some pontoon-

based collecting at Apollo Bay and Queenscliff. We have now collected DNA samples for more than 200 species.  

Fieldwork plans have now been made for the fieldwork season in summer and autumn. 

Leon has begun work on developing a MRG app. An online meeting of field active MRG members has been held to discuss 

this, especially regarding use of their images. 

The capture and handling of all animals on FNCV field trips is done strictly in accordance with the Club’s research permits. 

EXTRACTS FROM SIG REPORTS GIVEN AT THE LAST FNCV COUNCIL MEETING 

The views and opinions expressed in this 
publication are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect those of the FNCV. 
bookshop@fncv.org.au 

for any orders or bookshop queries. 

If you don’t have access to email, please contact 
the FNCV office. Wendy Gare will pass on your 

message to Kathy Himbeck who will then get back 
to you. 

Facebook: followers 
62,417 

Why not have a look yourselves at the 
great photos and discussions that 

happen there? 

The capture and handling of all animals on 
FNCV field trips is done strictly in accordance 

with the Club’s research permits. 

mailto:bookshop@fncv.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/191099460990243
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BOTANY GROUP -  Meeting 17th July Eremophila 

Speaker Anne Langmaid 

Anne Langmaid is a long-term member of the Eremophila Study group of THE 
Australian Plant Society (APS). She has spent 15 years working on the Australian 
areas of the Melton Botanic Gardens. She worked in the gardens nursery and became 
the nursery manager. She is also a member of the APS Keilor Plains group and is 
assisting in the next edition of their book ‘Plants of Melbourne’s Western Plains’. 

The name Eremophila comes from the Greek and means desert loving. Currently 
there are over 250 named species and more awaiting description and naming. Some 
species have a large number of subspecies and forms.  They are endemic to mainland 
Australia, some species also extending to New Zealand and some Pacific Islands. 
Some common names include Poverty Bush and Emu Bush. 

Eremophila spp. have not only adapted to arid and semi-arid environments, they 
have also adapted to specific pollinators. There are two distinct flower types. Around 
75% of Eremophila spp. are insect pollinated, with the remainder being bird 
pollinated or adapted for pollination by both. The insect pollinated flowers are 
mostly pollinated by bees, but wasps, ants, beetles, butterflies and moths also feed 
on their nectar. Insect pollinated flowers are fatter and flatter with a platform for the 
insects to land. Sometimes they have pollen guides; markings inside the flower 
directing the insect, these tend towards the ultraviolet range of light, so not always 
visible to us. Stamens are short so the insect has to walk into the flower and so 
covers itself with pollen.  

The other flower types are more attractive to birds, although many are also pollinated by insects, these have a lower lip petal 
that strongly curves back and the other four petals are largely fused. Species pollinated by birds tend towards brighter coloured 

flowers, within that part of the spectrum mainly 
used by birds in their detection of suitable food 
sources. The sepals are often large and brightly 
coloured, which allows the flowers to be seen at a 
distance. 

Being desert dwellers, they utilise highly specialised 
physical and chemical leaf adaptations to sur  
vive the intense heat, high UV radiation and severe 
water scarcity. Many species possess viscid foliage 
covered in a thick layer of natural resin or wax. This 
creates an impermeable seal across the leaf surface 
reducing water loss. The glossy surfaces reflect 
intense solar radiation lowering the internal 
temperature of the leaf. Instead of resin, alternative 
species rely on a dense blanket of fine 
interconnected trichomes. These hairs trap a layer 
of humid air directly against the leaf surface, 
slowing down evaporation. They also give a distinct 
silvery white appearance reflecting harsh UV rays. 

Many species feature narrow linear, or needlelike leaves decreasing the area exposed to drying desert winds. The edges of the 
leaves curve downward or inward, physically sheltering the stomata from wind and direct sunlight. The stomata are often 
recessed deep within specialised pits or grooves in the leaf surface rather than sitting flush on the epidermis. Under extreme 
heat stress, the stomata rapidly close during the hottest hours of the day to halt transpiration entirely. 
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 Eremophila abientina is found naturally in arid
areas of Western Australia. Flower colour in the
genus is of the entire rainbow, with sticky blue-green
foliage, this sticky resin is collected by bees to repair
their hives. Some flowers are actually bi-coloured or
patterned and many have flower buds in one colour
which age to another.

 Eremophila densifolia is endemic to the south-
west of Western Australia. A low spreading shrub
with densely clustered glabrous leaves. The outside of
the petal tube is a shade of lilac to purple, the inside
is white with purple spots. The leaves are usually
green to reddish brown in colour, the new growth is
burgundy.

 Eremophila youngii, Yellow form, A medium growing shrub with dense
silver-green foliage and yellow trumpet like flowers that bloom winter to
spring, generally pollinated by nectar feeding birds.

 Eremophila cuneata is endemic to the Shark Bay area of Western
Australia and only known from a few locations. A low spreading shrub
with densely clustered, overlapping leaves and tubular purple flowers
with pink calyxes absolutely covering the shrub in spring, producing a
fabulous display.

Anne brought with her an extensive collection of specimens to accompany her 
presentation. A plant many of us had little knowledge of, intrigued and impressed 
us all with their fabulous variety. Anne’s knowledge is extensive and her 
photography certainly highlighted the many interesting aspects of Eremophila ssp. 

Philippa Burgess 

Warmest greetings to these new members who were welcomed into our 
club at the last council meeting: 

Jenny McDonell, Elton Wood, Jason Wood, Gayle Osborne, Zoe Curtis, 
Julie Chaplin, Zachary Chan, Sebastian Tan, Ophelia Tan, Kathryn James, 
Holly Goldsworthy, Alana Rivera Kingston and Elizabeth Raphaels. 

Thank you to those who produced FNN 378: 
 Joan Broadberry and Wendy Gare.  
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FAUNA SURVEY GROUP 

Rewriting aquatic tetrapod evolution with Australasian fossils. 
Speaker:  Dr James Rule, Post Doctoral Researcher, Biological Sciences, Monash University. 

The early ancestors of today’s large whales 
evolved from land dwelling smaller mammals. 
Two examples are the Indohyus and Pakicetus 
which were  1-2 m long. 25 million years ago 
small flesh eating whales of the ‘Baleen’ type 
were present. There is a five million year gap in 
the fossil record from 23-18 million years ago. 
The toothed whales disappeared and modern 
baleen whales appear.  

The Wongula fossil found near the Murray 
River is a piece of fossilized chin from a whale 
estimated at 9m long. Most whale fossils are 
from the northern hemisphere but those from the 
southern hemisphere are from larger species. Over time, the smaller whales evolved into the giant baleen whales of today. 

Seals fall into two major groups, ‘True Seals’ which 
cannot walk, but wriggle and slide on land, whereas fur 
seals and sea lions are able to walk on land. A small 
amount of fossil vertebrae and ribcage were found at 
Beaumaris by a young Tim Flannery 50 years ago and 
assembled by James to identify it as a smaller seal than 
seals that are found in Victoria today.  

Another seal fossil was found at the Grange Burn 
Formation at Hamilton. In this case it was an ear bone, 
from five million years ago. The Tangahoe Formation at 
Taranaki, New Zealand, has produced a large number 
of fossils aged 3.4 to 3 million years ago. These have 
been identified as earless seals, similar to the Monk 
Seals. Today they are represented by the 
Mediterranean Monk Seal, the rare Hawaiian Monk 
Seal, or the recently extinct Caribbean Monk Seal. The 
seals forming this fossil evidence are from a warmer 
water environment, evolved in New Zealand and 
Australia, and moved north.  

Another interesting fossil from Beaumaris was a chip of turtle shell fossil five million years ago, which compared to a modern day 
Pig-nosed Turtle, now only found in northern Australia and New Guinea.   

Raymond Gibson 

Pakicetus_BW,WikiMedia commonsCCA-SA Copyright N.Tamura.jpg 

James Rule inspects the skull of the newly identified monk seal 
species. Monash University 

Whale fossil from lower Murray River, 
Eugene Hyland, Museums Victoria 
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GEOLOGY GROUP 

Gneiss dome formation in an intracratonic orogenic system   Wednesday 22nd July 2026 

Chini Datta reported on her ongoing PhD studies of the 
Entia Gneiss Dome (ED), an extensional environment. It 
is a part of the palaeozoic Alice Springs mountain 
building orogeny (ASO), a contractional environment. 
Although many such domes have been found world-
wide, the formation of this one is a puzzle due to its 
distance from any active tectonic plate boundary. 

GRAPHIC Geology Aust. - Asimus 2023 
Chini referred to 7 other published ED studies  
 [see Further reading, below] and noted that many 
conclusions were in conflict. She chose to focus on 
structural mapping of the land form, as a means to test 
such hypotheses, and spent over 10 weeks in the field 
on this task.  

Gneiss domes are considered to have originated in the lower continental 
crust, perhaps 20 to 40 km below the surface of today. Conditions of high 
pressure and temperature would have given rise to the partial melting 
characteristic of the metamorphic rock migmatite, perhaps derived from 
granodiorite. (Unlike the quartz veins common in many rocks, which are 
precipitated from high pressure hydrothermal fluids, the light coloured 
typical veins in migmatite are granitoid, derived from the host rock.) 
Commonly their edges are soft or indistinct, betraying their nearby origin. 

GRAPHIC Gneiss dome schematic - Whitney 2004 

GRAPHIC strain - Asimus 2023 
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The centres of GDs typically are mostly 
migmatite, while the outer skins are 
typically gneiss. As a metamorphic rock, 
under high pressure and temperature, 
gneiss forms a fabric where mineral 
grains  have been chemically and 
physically transformed. Ductile 
deformations occur in a shear zone 
environment at close scale, matching 
dome-wide broad scale folding. 
Such metamorphosed rocks are 
considered buried. Therefore their 
carriage to the surface is termed 
exhumation. The mechanisms for such 
kinematic decoupling are subject to lively 
speculation and debate. Nearby large 
scale fold-thrust belts (AKA nappes) are 
referenced, as is the likelihood of lower 
crust melting causing buoyant uplift over 
time.  

GRAPHIC Entia Dome - Asimus 2023 
Study of deformation due to folding and consequent shortening 
may further support a particular exhumation explanation. 
The Entia Dome antiform is double skinned. It contains two 
domes, with a high stress zone between them. The structure 
today extends 25 x 15 km. Looking at the Entia Gneiss Complex 
(light blue on ED Asimus 2023) the somewhat circular faint lines 
are not topographic contours, but 'Foliation form lines'. The 
marks 'Strike/dip measurement' are the structural mapping 
points of this previous researcher. 
Chini refers to her field tools of pencil/notebook/ map/compass 
which she used to orientate, measure and sketch folding in her 
extensive field work. Multiple refolding at a micro scale was 
identified. The axial plane at the hinge of a fold, in 3D, was itself 
sometimes found folded. 

Folding was found to have occurred during partial melting. 
Leucosomes (quartzo-feldspathic) were subject to melt whereas 
biotite was not. Rock types encountered also included 
proterozoic paragneiss 1.8 Ga (from sedimentary origin) and 
pegmatite. 

GRAPHIC High strain zone folds - Ibrahim 2024 
Fold interference structure was a notable finding. It also occurs at the Amadeus Basin (AB), S of Alice Springs.  
Ongoing work will include dating of some particular rocks. Chini cites 340 Ma as generally the ED date, a reworking of the much 
older palaeoproterozoic crustal basement. 

Further reading 
JL Asimus et al, 2023, Melt-present deformation at the Entia Dome, Central Australia... 
Y Ibrahim et al, 2024 From dome to duplex: Convergent gravitational collapse explains... 

    Ken Griffiths 
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DAY GROUP 
A Three-week Safari in Southern Africa - Namibia and the Kalahari, Part 2 

Speaker: John Harris -  25th August 2026 

John Harris and Kathy Himbeck flew to South Africa with four friends in autumn 2025. A short report of their visit to Kruger 
National Park appears in FNN 371, March 2026 p11-12. It was titled by John Delayed take-off, close encounters, German forts 
and hot water bottles.  On the next leg of their trip in May they flew from Johannesburg to Windhoek the capital of Namibia. A 
meal eaten at Joe’s local steak house, offered a choice of several African game animals. There was a hiccup with the rental 
vehicle, so two vehicles were offered and an additional guide / driver, free of charge. 

The drive north to Etosha National Park took about seven hours. At its heart is the Etosha Pan, approximately 4700km2 of salt 
pan. On the way interesting sights and experiences included: birdwatching (speckled pigeons) at their accommodation in 
Windhoek, an unfinished castle, and a ‘guard’, offer  ing to keep the car safe outside a supermarket, for a fee. The gate into 

Etosha featured a long list of what was NOT allowed, including getting out of the vehicle for any reason. At the beginning of their 
trip in Kruger, their guide, Johan took a few days to be trained to fit in with a field naturalist’s wish to stop, not just for the larger 
wildlife, but for small mammals, reptiles, birds, beetles, plants – in fact almost anyth  ing, so he was well versed in stopping by the 
time they got to Etosha. It was the end of the wet season which meant animals would be drawn to the remaining waterholes. 
The accommodation at Namutoni Camp was in comfortable mud huts with beautiful canopy beds.  

Daytime drives around the salt pan and prowls at night with a spotlight inside the fenced campsite (John only) allowed a great 
number of bird and animal species to be observed. Larger species included: Gemsbok or Oryx, found in the dryer grasslands, 

Oryx – between Okakeujo and Olifantrus 
      Rest Camp Etosha National Park Namibia 

Springbok – Fishers Pan Loop, near Namutoni, Etosha NP 
Namibia 

Giraffe drinking, Klein Namutoni, Etosha NP Damara Dik Dik – Dik Dik Circuit, Namutoni, Etosha NP 
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which has two straight horns up to 120cm long; Springbok an antelope which ‘pronks’- gives a stiff-legged, high springing bounce 
when threats appear; Black-faced Impala, a sub-species of the South African Impala; Red Hartebeest with crooked antlers; a 
Cheetah found in grassland; Elephant;  Giraffe, very vulnerable to predators when drinking with its legs spread;  Black-backed 
Jackal; Lions, snoozing; Cape Buffalo, one of the ‘big five’ African animals; a Spotted Hyena family; Blue Wildebeest and a Black 
Rhino with its horns removed, to deter poachers.  

Other mammals included: Damara dik-dik one of the smallest antelope with a ‘teardrop’ beneath the eye, small enough to be 
taken by an eagle; Tree Squirrel; Banded Mongoose; Scrub Hare and Ground Squirrels digging burrows. Seen at night spotlighting 
within the camps or at the waterhole: African Wildcat, Acacia Rat nesting inside bark of a tree beside the toilet block, zebras, 
rhinos and lionesses drinking from the waterhole near their ‘cabin’, with no flash photography allowed at the waterhole. 

John’s bird list was awesome and he could include only a sample in his presentation. Examples were: Lesser Flamingos, only seen 
at a distance; Helmeted Guinea Fowl - John kept them as a kid in Ballarat; the non-migratory Lilac-breasted Roller; Fork-tailed 
Drongo; Black-winged Kite (very similar to our Black-shouldered Kite); the ugly Marabou Stork or Undertaker Bird; Kittlitz’s 
Plover; Eurasian White-winged Stilt nesting on the saltpan; Ring-necked Dove; White-quilled Bustard; Red-billed Ducks; Crowned 
Lapwing; Kori Bustard, the largest, heaviest flying bird; White-faced Vulture; Spotted Stone Curlew; Double-banded Sand Grouse; 
Ostrich; Glossy Ibis as in Australia; Swallow-tailed Bee-eater; Wattled Lapwing pulling apart elephant poo to find Dung Beetles; 
Grey Go-away-bird; Double-banded Courser; Damara Red-billed Hornbill with a video of it cleaning out a hollow in which the 
nesting female would be walled up, and a threatened Blue Crane banded with a satellite tracker. 

The only amphibian seen at Etosha was a Red Toad. Invertebrates included some large dung beetles, such as the Popeye Dung 
Beetle. An interesting sighting was an old German fort from the days when Namibia was a German Colony. Most welcome was a 
‘very swish’ toilet stop in the middle of the park. 

Spotted Hyena family – near Klein Namutoni, Etosha NP, Black rhinoceros – between Charitsaub and Okaukeujo, 
Etosha   

Helmeted Guineafowl – Klein Namutoni, Etosha NP White-quilled Bustard – between Okaukuejo and 
Okondeka, Etosha NP Namibia 
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Double-banded Sandgrouse, male, Koiiachas 
waterhole, near Namutoni, Etosha NP Namibia Glossy Ibis, Fishers Pan Loop, Etosha NP Namibia 

Wattled Lapwing – Fishers Pan Loop, Etosha NP 
Namibia 

Damara Red-billed Hornbill, Halali Rest Camp, 
Etosha NP Namibia 

Namutoni fort Social Weaver’s nest 
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More drives around the salt pan and further spotlighting at 
night produced many more sightings of birds and mammals a 
few examples being: Great eared Owl; Lappet-faced Vulture; 
Rock Thrush, Cape Fox; Burchell’s (or Plains) Zebra and 
Hartmann’s Mountain Zebra – distinguished from Plains by its 
dewlap as well as the lack of stripes on its belly. Trees were 
browsed as far as the taller animals could reach. John made a 
video of the huge nests built by Social Weavers. A Dassie or 
Rock Hyrax that live in rock piles and are the closest relative to 
elephants were the last animals seen in the park as we 
headed out the gate and back to Windhoek. Yellow Mongoose 
were not observed in the national park but a family were seen 
in the carpark of their accommodation back in Windhoek. The 
group then flew back to Johannesburg.  

Back in South Africa their final destination was a private ‘game’ conservation reserve, !Khamab Kalahari Reserve, on the border 
with Botswana, developed from an area that was once a hunting lodge, the aim being to reintroduce species living there in pre-
European times.  The reserve was surrounded by a 230km electric fence which was checked daily, for any sign of intrusion by 
poachers. This was very much an upmarket experience with first-class food and wine. Tours around the reserve each day began 
around dawn, with guests provided with thick blankets and hot water bottles to keep them warm in the back of the open safari 
vehicle. Guests were allowed out of the vehicles to the extent that lunch could be eaten under the shade of a tree and, 
accompanied by a guide carrying an AK47, the group were able to go on walks and enjoy Gin and Tonic sundowners. Plants and 
invertebrates could be photographed while on foot, some examples being: butterflies, Cat’s Tail Hermbstaedtia sp. and Pyjama 
Flower.  A large White-throated Monitor was spotted in the drying area outside John and Kathy’s bathroom. A shipping container 
had been set up as a hide by a waterhole. Many bird species were attracted to the water including Burchell’s Sand Grouse, a bird 
which soaks its breast feathers in order to take water back to its young. Larger animals seen at the reserve included a male lion; 
Elephant; Gemsbok; White Rhino with a young calf; Red Hartebeest, the fastest antelope; Steenbok; Plains Zebra; Giraffe; 

Ground Squirrel; a video of Meerkats and one of John’s favourites, the shy Brown Hyena. Birds included the Red-billed Spurfowl, 
the alarm clock everyday… 

Total species; birds 273, animal species around 60 (still identifying all of the microbats). Total photographs 45,000, culled to 
27000 (so far). These numbers include another week that John and Kathy spent in Cape Town, maybe the topic of a third talk 

sometime 😉 

Blue Crane near Salvadora, Etosha NP 
Namibia

Popeye Dung Beetle 

Mountain Zebra Mirador de Renosterviei, Etosha NP 
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Joan Broadberry and John Harris 

At !Khamab Kalahari Reserve 

Guide with AK47 Cats Tail - Hermbstaedtia sp- !Khamab Kalahari 
Reserve, North West Province, South Africa 

Male Lion close to the vehicle 
Lion - !Khamab Kalahari Reserve, North West Province, South 

Africa 
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Red-billed Spurfowl - !Khamab Kalahari 
Reserve, North West Province, South Africa 

GT O’clock 

Brown Hyena - !Khamab Kalahari Reserve, North West 
Province, South Africa 

Black-chested Prinia - !Khamab Kalahari Reserve, North 
West Province, South Africa 




