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This past year has gone faster than any I 

can recall, so I must be having a lot of 

fun indeed.   The Annual General Meet-

ing on May 1st  saw the election of a 

new Council, pretty much the same 

people as the previous one. There was a 

reasonable  turnout of members who 

enjoyed an excellent presentation on 

Fungi by Sapphire McMullen Fisher. 

There are still a few positions on Coun-

cil to fill and I would be delighted to 

discuss them with anyone who would 

like to contribute to the running of our 

remarkable organisation. 

 

Another year with plenty of interesting 

FNCV activity lies ahead including 

field trips, forays, meetings, workshops 

and of course the Biodiversity Symposi-

um in October.  This yearôs symposium 

will be presented by the Fauna Survey 

Group and will focus on reptiles and 

amphibians. I have no doubt that it will 

be heavily subscribed so make certain 

you have it in your diaries and book 

your seat as soon as it is advertised.  

The symposia not only showcase the 

FNCVôs professionalism to the broader  

community, but provide our members 

with the opportunity to attend interest-

ing and highly informative forums of 

the highest standard.  

 

The fungal forays have started again 

and are an excellent opportunity to par-

ticipate in tradition-

al, hands-on, natu-

ralist activities. The 

fungi themselves are 

also micro-habitats, 

supporting an as-

semblage of interest-

ing, microscopic 

invertebrates. There 

are numerous spe-

cialised insects and 

other arthropods that 

live in and on fungi.  

When I recently enlarged some imag-

es of a Mycena sp, I noticed a num-

ber of tiny psocids and collembolans 

sitting on the surface; almost invisi-

ble to the naked eye. The places 

where fungi are found are also home 

to many other organisms including 

cryptogamic plants, lichens, protozoa 

and invertebrates in gen-

eral. Mosses in particular 

are interesting micro-

habitats.  

 

After the April Botany 

Group meeting , I took 

home some mosses that 

were left over from the 

eveningôs workshop. I 

made up a few live prepa-

rations for microscopical 

examination and spent the 

next 5 hours recording the 

protozoa and other small 

organisms that abound in the roots 

and substrate. I am still studying the 

samples over 5 weeks later and find-

ing more organisms and observing 

their remarkable behaviour.  Amoe-

bae, actinopods, ciliates, testate rhi-

zopods, flagellates, tardigrads, gastro-

trichs, turbellarians, insect larvae, 

collembolans, rotifers, ostracods, 

copepods and tiny oligochaetes are 

present in considerable numbers. I 

was able to watch and 

 continued page 4  

Extraordinary ciliate from sphagnum moss 

Elephant trunk ciliate, Dileptus sp. from  

Spahagnum moss. 

http://www.fncv.org.au/


Page 2 Field Nats News No. 264 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

All meetings are held at the FNCV Hall, 1 Gardenia St. Blackburn at 8 pm., unless otherwise indicated. 

On days of extreme weather conditions, excursions may be cancelled. Please check with leader. 

The policy of the FNCV is that non-members pay $5 per excursion and $3 per meeting, to contribute 

towards Club overheads.  Junior non-member families, $4  for excursions and $2 per meeting. 

JUNE 

 
Sunday 5th ï Fungi GroupðForay:  Location to be advised. Meet at 10.30 am: the destination will be decided closer to the date 

and all those on the email list will receive prior notification. Contact Virgil Hubregtse 9560 7775 

 

Monday 6th - Fungi GroupðMeeting: Membersô Night. Contact Virgil Hubregtse 9560 7775 

 

Tuesday 7th - Fauna Survey GroupðMeeting: Seaweed - A Critical Resource for Sandy Shores 

Speaker: Briony Hutton, Honours student, Deakin University. Contact Sally Bewsher 9752 1418 

 

Friday 10th to Monday 13th - Fauna Survey GroupðSurvey: Arboreal Mammal Survey at Deep Lead near the Grampians 

Contact Robin Drury 0417 195 148; robindrury6@gmail.com 

 

Sunday 12th ï Juniorsô GroupðExcursion: Behind the scenes at Melbourne Museum with Patrick Honan. Meet in the 

lobby at 10 am - Bookings essential as limited spaces. Contact Claire Ferguson 8060 2474; toclairef@gmail.com 

 

Sunday 12th ï Fungi GroupðForay:  Dom Dom Saddle. Meet at 10.30 am in car park on Maroondah Highway B360 South of 

Narbethong in the Yarra Ranges (Mel Ed 37 Map X912 S1) (Vic Roads Ed 8 Map 80 C3). Contact Virgil Hubregtse 9560 7775 

 

Monday 13th - Marine Research GroupðNo Meeting: Queenôs Birthday Public Holiday 

 

Wednesday 15th -  Microscopy GroupðMeeting: Speaker to be advised. Contact Philippa Burgess 0409 866 389 

 

Thursday 16th ï Botany GroupðMeeting: Aboriginal use and management of plant resources in the Melbourne area 

Speaker: Dr Gary Presland. Contact Sue Bendel 0427 055 071 

 

Sunday 19th ï Fungi Group Foray:  Location to be advised. Meet at 10.30 am: the destination will be decided closer to the date 

and all those on the email list will receive prior notification . Contact Virgil Hubregtse 9560 7775 

 

Tuesday 21stðCollate FNN. Starting about 10.00 am. All welcome. Contact Joan Broadberry 9846 1218 

 

Wednesday 22nd ï Geology Group . Meeting: Evolution ï its role in diversification and extinction in animal lineages 

Speaker:  Dr Sanja Van Huet, School of Life & Environmental Sciences, Deakin University.  

Contact Ruth Hoskin 9878 5911; 0425 729 424; rrhoskin@gmail.com 

 

Friday 24th ï Juniorsô GroupðMeeting 7.30 pm. Australian fungi. Speaker: Bruce Fuhrer.  

Contact Claire Ferguson 8060 2474; toclairef@gmail.com 

 

Sunday 26th ï Fungi GroupðForay:  Blackwood, Jack Cann Reserve. Meet at 10.30 am in Garden of St Erth Carpark,  

Simmons Reef Road (Mel Ed 37 Map X909 E11). Contact Virgil Hubregtse 9560 7775 

 

Monday 27th - FNCV Council Meeting  - 7.30 pm sharp. Agenda items and apologies to Wendy, 98779860  

or admin@fncv.org.au 

 

Tuesday 28th ï Day GroupðMeeting: Whatôs the buzz? A peek into the lives of our native bees: nesting, mating  

& roosting. Speaker: Linda Rogan. Meet at 10. 30 am for coffee and a chat. Speaker at 11 am.  

Contact Joan Broadberry 9846 1218. 
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Thanks to the 

editorial and layout 

team who put 

together FNN 264 
 

Joan Broadberry 

Wendy Gare 

Sally Bewsher 

 We always have space for member photos and natural history observations.  Please share with us what you have noted in 

your daily life, travels or garden.   Email: fnnews@fncv.org.au by the first Monday in the month.  

Warmest greetings to these new members who were welcomed into our club at 

the last Council meeting:  Monique Decortis, Pam OôSullivan, Su Strafford, 

Chris Taylor, Melissa Turnbull, Ben Roberts, Tim Bawden and 

Rosalind Smallwood. 

Many thanks to those who 

helped collate and label 

FNN 263 
 

Sheina Nicholls 

Margaret Corrick 

Andy Brentnall 

Edward Brentnall 

Hazel Brentnall 

Cecily Falkingham 

Keith Marshall 

Joan Broadberry 

bookshop@fncv.org.au  
 

for any orders or bookshop  queries. 

 

If you donôt have access to email, the 

FNCV office will pass on your message.  

Kathy will then be in 

 contact with you. 

The FNCV would like to thank to 
those who helped at the working 

bee on Friday 15/4: 
 

Debb Zinn 
Barbara Burns 
Max Campbell, 

 Sue Forster (joined the Club in 
 January) 

Anne Marie MacArthur (also joined 
 in January)  
Diane Droog.  

 
Great to have new members getting  

involved. 

CONGRATULATIONS PHIL 

 
Phil Bock has just been awarded the inaugural Ellis 

Medal at the recent 17th International  Bryozoology 

Conference. The conference was hosted here in 

Melbourne with pre and post conference trips to Ade-

laide and Tasmania.  
  

FNCV Facebook 

=2656 members 

The views and opinions 

expressed in this 

publication are those of 

the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect those 

of the FNCV. 

The Otway Black Snail Victaphanta compacta is only found in wet 

forests and cool temperate rainforests in the Otway Ranges, Victo-

ria. It is one of four species of Victaphanta in the family Rhyti-

didae, being carnivorous land snails and one of five species of car-

nivorous land snails found in the Otway Ranges but it is the only 

carnivorous land snail endemic to the Otway Ranges. 
 

The body of the snail is grey-blue to black; the shell is spherical 

with four whorls and varies from a glossy dark brown to black with 

varying tinges of yellow-brown on the inner whorl. The shell has a 

maximum diameter of 28mm and is positioned towards the tail of 

the body. The shell is thin, light weight and moderately flexible 

and comprised mostly of conchin.                          J. Broadberry 

mailto:bookshop@fncv.org.au
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 Members are invited to the celebration of:  

the Clubôs 20th anniversary in Blackburn;  

and the launch of a history of the Club. 
 

Understanding our natural world:  
The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria 1880ï2015 

by Gary Presland 

 

Friday, 8 July 2016, 4 pm for 4.30ï6.00 pm 

FNCV Hall, 1 Gardenia Street, Blackburn 

RSVP to Wendy Gare: admin@fncv.org.au; 9877 9860 (leave message)  

by Monday, 27 June 2016  

 

Light refreshments will be served 

EDITOR REQUIRED 

On the job training available 

 

Do you have experience or a strong interest in 

one or more of the following areas? 

¶ Science, biology or natural history; 

¶ Proofreading or editing skills; 

¶ Desktop publishing experience 

(preferably InDesign); 

¶ Science publishing. 

 

Please phone Gary Presland (9890 9288) or  

Anne Morton (9790 0711) to discuss joining  

the editorial team of The Victorian Naturalist. 

 

(This is an honorary position) 

INVITATION \from page 1 

record a tiny single-celled actinopod 

catch and consume a multi-celled gastro-

trich over a period of 4.5 hours.  
 

There are few experiences as remarkable 

as peering into the microscopic world 

with a good microscope to observe the 

myriad living things and their dramas as 

they play out in incredible detail. Sixty 

years of playing with microscopes has not 

dampened the excitement and anticipation 

of what the next sample will reveal. It is 

seldom disappointing.  Fungi, moss mats, 

lichens and leaf litter support incredible 

levels of biodiversity.  Even an average 

garden can provide the resources for 

many hours of pleasant and rewarding 

investigation.  If you own a microscope 

get it out and have a  go.  
 

Max Campbell 

Actinopod from moss 

Actinopod with gastrotrich 

Enveloping the gastrotrich 

Almost fully ingested gastrotrich at 4.5 hours 
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Fungi Group 
FNCV FUNGI GROUP 

FORAY 17th April 2016 
 

CAMBARVILLE 
 

Wet Eucalypt forest with Mountain Ash 

and Rainforest of Myrtle Beech 

(Nothofagus cunninghamii). As we 

came up through the mist to Cam-

barville, we were hopeful that it would 

be damp or even wet. It wasnôt. But 

there were quite a number of species 

although not many of each, apart from 

Mycenas, Entolomas, Austropaxillus 

infundibuliformis and Cortinarius sp. 

ókhaki brownô. We did find that some 

fungi had benefited from earlier rain 

and were over-mature, but others were 

just coming up, young and fresh. 

 

Around the edge of the picnic area and 

the start of the Cambarville Walk to the 

Big Tree, there were a variety of My-

cena species, some grey ones on the 

large fallen log and some in the litter. 

Those in the litter had a dry cap with a 

whitish nipple-like umbo. I thought that 

they were very dried out M. albidofusca 

(brownish cap and distinguished by the 

translucent ólensô in the centre), but 

other forayers thought that they must be 

M. austrofilopes (greyish-pale brown 

conical cap with a whitish bloom cover-

ing the grey-brown) because they didnôt 

look like any of the images in our fungi 

books, and they were right. Virgil Hu-

bregtse has done the microscopical 

work on them and confirmed that they 

are M. austrofilopes. 

 

At the start of the track there were a 

variety of fungi to be seen. On a patch 

of bare earth Lachlan Tegart saw one 

small concave disc of the Orange-peel 

Fungus Aleuria aurantia. This species 

is often seen in large groups of caes-

pitose, largish, flattish or undulate 

discs on the edge of picnic areas or 

roads. A similar species is the Stalked  

 

 

Orange-peel Fungus A. rhenana but is 

distinguished by having a pale stalk. 

Two similar-looking gilled species 

with pale-brown caps were handed to 

Virgil Hubregtse who was able to 

determine that one was a Tubaria sp 

(pale cap, brownish gills and a fibril-

lose stem) and the other, a Laccaria 

sp., a pale cap which hygrophanised 

from the centre to the margin in the 

dry weather and gills with a pink 

bloom, which is a sure indication of a 

Laccaria sp. An example of one of the 

most delightful Mycenas, the blue 

Mycena interrupta was on a small log 

and showed all phases of develop-

ment: the immature blue tuft; the blue 

cap emerging; blue cap on white stem 

with blue basal disc (photo above). 

Austropaxillus infundibuliformis were 

just coming up. None of them were 

very large, but had the typical yellow-

brown suede-like cap, pale gills that 

were forked near the margin of the cap 

and a sturdy, pale stem. 

 

Further down the track at a more open 

junction there was a beautiful semi-

circle of Russula species (photo p 12) in 

an arc near a tall Mountain Ash. They 

had red-vinaceous caps, white gills and 

stems, either white with a pink blush or 

deep pink all over. There was a discus-

sion as to whether these were R. cle-

landii or R. lenkunya. CA Grgurinovic 

(Larger Fungi of South Australia 1997) 

had described R. lenkunya but did not 

discus R. clelandii. However, Lachlan 

Tegart, who is doing a masters degree 

under the supervision of Teresa Lebel 

in the Herbarium, notes ï ñMy material 

says that R. lenkunya isnôt really used 

(It was used in the book, CA 

Grgurinovic. Larger Fungi of South 

Australia 69-70, (1997) SA), and we 

prefer to use R. clelandii (which has a 

really broad description and I suspect 

that it has a few cryptic species in it)ò. 

N Bougher and K Syme (Fungi of 

Southern Australia 1998, p 144) define 

the differences ñR. lenkunya shares 

many similar fruit body and microscop-

ic characters with R. clelandii, but dif-

fers in lacking a gelatinised pileipellis 

and having a cap structure of hairs sub-

tended by cellsò  Thus R. clelandii 

group is used to cover a complex of 

species including R. lenkunya.  

 

Nearby there were two fruit-bodies of 

the Spotty Toad Descolea recedens in 

poor shape, but a few yellow scales 

remained on the caps, and the large 

(Continued on page 12) 

Mycena interrupta             Photo: Deôana Williams 


