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The Australian Natural History Medallion
The 2019 Australian Natural History Medallion was
awarded to Dr Simon Grove. The FNCV extends its congratulations to Simon.
Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
The Special Interest Groups provide many interesting
meetings, presenters and excursions every year and
2019 was no exception. I attended as many as I could
manage. The breadth of subjects covered is extensive
and the opportunity to discuss the issues raised with fellow naturalists is always rewarding. We are indebted to
the hardworking SIG leaders who keep the programs running throughout the year. Reiner Richter has continued to
organise regular, photographic field excursions to capture
macro images of our invertebrates in addition to tutorial
sessions for iNaturalist. The excursions are popular and
well attended. Thank you Reiner.
The Juniors’ Group continues to thrive under the guidance of Dr Patricia Amaya Cruz who has continued as
volunteer co-ordinator. There were many excellent presentations, excursions and camps throughout the year to
sustain the enthusiasm and interest of the Group. Patricia
and her family have again worked assiduously to maintain the effective operation of the Juniors’ and the Club. I
thank them on behalf of the FNCV.
Community Participation.
The FNCV was represented at a number of public events
during 2019, including the round table discussions on
Victoria’s Regional Forests Agreements, the Biodiversity
Strategy and continued representation on the Program
Advisory Group for the Nature Stewards course. Members of the FNCV represented us at the Whitehorse
Spring Festival and Science in the Parks, CoolArt. FNCV
members also gave presentations for local councils, naturalist groups, community groups, U3A and community
radio. Thank you to all who volunteered their time and
effort to sustain the profile of the Club. It is important that
we continue our delivery of presentations, seminars, symposia and attendance at public events to maintain our
role as a significant and productive member of the community. In particular, I thank Anne Warren, Maureen
Peden, Cecily Falkingham, Judith Sise, Ray Gibson and
Philippa Burgess for representing the Club at the Whitehorse Festival 2019.
FNCV Website.
The FNCV website is still our principal portal for the world
to contact us and a place where we can showcase our
capabilities and facilities and highlight our activities. Once
again I thank Jurrie Hubregtse who has continued to successfully run and maintain the site.
Facebook
While our subscription membership has remained fairly
stable our Facebook membership has risen to 15,000
plus interested followers increasing our visibility and profile in the broader community. Thanks to Ian Kitchen,
John Harris, Andrej Hohmann, Wendy Gare and Claire
Ferguson for their continued efforts with this online forum.
The Victorian Naturalist, FNN, Library, Council, Other
I wish to thank Dr Gary Presland for his tireless work as
chief editor of The Victorian Naturalist and for his ongoing

contribution as FNCV Librarian. On behalf of the Club I
would also like to thank all the editors of Field Nats
News and The Victorian Naturalist for their diligent
work. The workload and time commitment is enormous
and both publications are critical to our FNCV culture
and activities. Joan Broadberry, Sally Bewsher, Gary
Presland, Dr Maria Gibson, Sue Forester and Virgil
Hubregtse continue to produced timely publications of
the highest standard.
The governing body of the FNCV, its Council, bears
responsibility for all of the Club’s activities and its corporate existence. The attendance at Council meetings
over the past year has increased and I extend my
thanks to all Club Councillors. Barbara Burns, as treasurer, continues to efficiently manage the accounts,
which again show a healthy financial position.
I also wish to thank all FNCV members who support
activities such as the book sale, symposia, Christmas
function, special dinners, excursions, community activities, sub-committees and working bees.
The FNCV Child Safety Policy and Procedures are approaching completion and will be introduced by Council
in 2020. I would like to acknowledge the contribution of
Su Dempsey, Robin Drury, Dr Patricia Amaya Cruz and
Sue Bendel for developing the policy and procedures.
For many years, Andy Brentnall and Brendan Murphy
have both supported the Club and its activities and continue to do so. Once again, I thank them for their considerable contribution.
Bookshop
As a regular customer, I must congratulate Kathy Himbeck for her outstanding management of our bookshop
which continues to prosper and cater to the needs of
the Club. Thank you, Kathy.
Administration Officer
We are very privileged to have an incredibly resourceful, dedicated and efficient Administration Officer,
Wendy Gare, who not only provides efficient and effective support for the FNCV and its members but helps to
develop innovative strategies to manage the increasing
challenges faced by the Club. Her support always extends well beyond the call of duty as many of you know.
Thank you Wendy, your contribution is greatly appreciated by all of us.
Again, I thank you all for the privilege of being elected
President of the FNCV for a fifth year. I still believe that
we need to continue to further enhance our role in educating the broader community on the importance of conserving, protecting and studying the amazing biodiversity of Australia. There are many challenges facing the
survival of our natural environment, including those resulting from climate change and by direct exploitation.
We have continued to support the successful development and introduction of the Nature Stewards Program
which undertakes the education of people over 18 years
in matters of natural history and stewardship. The
FNCV is an official sponsor of the program which com-
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menced in February 2019 and is set to continue in
2020, involving four municipal councils to date with
more showing interest for 2020. I remain convinced that
education is powerful way to support effective conservation and stewardship of our natural environment in
these testing times and our activities continue to be
focussed on doing so. At the FNCV we have taken advantage of opportunities to participate as environmental
stakeholders during 2019 and will continue to do so in
2020.
Maxwell Campbell, President

Administration

wildlife taken by members. It is also used to publicise
our meetings and excursions, resulting in new people
discovering what the FNCV has to offer.
In 2019 we took part in two festivals; Whitehorse Spring
Festival in October - many thanks to all those who
helped to run the stall - and the Earth Show Festival at
Federation Square in the city in November at which we
were represented by Max. Our annual Biodiversity Symposium, which was held in October, ‘Environmental
Restoration or Green Deserts and Ecological Traps,’
was popular with the 73 attendees and made a healthy
profit of $3,495.
This year we purchased a set of Club vests with our
logo on the front to be worn at fairs and festivals so the
public know who is working on the stall. They are in
adult and junior sizes.

The office has been operating
smoothly during 2019, with no
major problems.

Fundraising
Our Christmas raffle raised $186 and paid advertising
during the year in the Field Nat News totalled $136.

Membership
Membership as at 31st December 2019 was 739, 34 members down from the same time
last year. The rate of decline
in members has slowed considerably; we hope to show an
increase next year. The paper
copy of the Field Nats News is
Wendy Gare.
now only sent to 105 members
and the numbers are still slowly decreasing. The number of paper copies of The Victorian Naturalist still being
mailed is unchanged at 53%, of those more than half
have an email address, but still prefer to receive the
hard copy. Hopefully that will change slowly over time.

Our biannual Second Hand Book Sale was, as usual,
very popular and raised over $1,000. Thank you to the
many volunteers who helped sort and display the books
and deal with sales on the day. The unsold books were
collected by Diabetes Australia for their own
fundraising.

Hall Hire.
Our hall hire income has increased by just under $1,000
this year. This is partially due to the hall being used as a
polling booth for the federal election, partly by increased
use by a regular hirer and the rest from one of our
members running some workshops in December.

Thank you yet again to my office helper, Andy Brentnall, who never fails to open up the hall and to greet me
each Monday and Tuesday with the day’s mail and a
nice, hot cup of tea! It is very much appreciated.
Also my thanks to Barbara Burns for her help and supervision of the Club’s financial activities, and to Gary
Presland, Joan Broadberry and Sally Bewsher in the
office for their friendship and help. Finally my thanks to
our President Max Campbell for his willingness to jump
in and assist with an enormous range of queries, problems and advice, and not least for his unfailing good
humour.
Wendy Gare, Administration Officer.

Promotion
Our main promotional tool is the Calendar of Events
which is produced three times during the year and distributed to libraries, universities and other community
organisations. The majority of our paper calendars are
taken by the general public, from the brochure holders
in the doors of the hall and also from the Blackburn
Lake Sanctuary Visitor Centre where they are on display.
Our website, which is regularly updated by Jurrie Hubregtse, is popular and our Facebook group is increasing in size exponentially. By the end of 2019 there were
well over 15,000 facebook members. There are lively
and informative discussions, identification of Australian
flora and fauna, sharing of knowledge from well informed citizen scientists and experts, along with the
posting of many stunning photographs of our bush and

Peacock spider. Photo Barbara Burns.
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Field Nats News
In 2019 Field Nats News (FNN) ran 11 issues from number
293 to 303 inclusive. We now produce a 12 page, print version and a digital version which can be longer. Our 300th edition was celebrated in September with a short article, ‘A look
back at Field Nats News’.
As always, each issue of FNN is a team effort. Sally Bewsher
is a second pair of eyes on all aspects of FNN, gives sound
advice and takes on the essential monthly task of proofreading the draft newsletter. Wendy Gare provides much of
the material on which FNN is based. This includes the fourmonthly calendar of events, the monthly FNCV Council minutes and notices such as for the AGM. She regularly writes a
column, ‘From the Office’. In addition, Wendy fields emails
and phone calls, assists with the newsletter mail-out, deals
with our advertisers and solves numerous problems.

all of the many activities of the Terrestrial Invertebrates Group
(TIG). With the assistance of our wonderful presenters, I have
been able to produce a written summary of most of the 2019
Day Group program and have occasionally included brief reports on TIG and Marine Research Group activities. Through
their notes to Council, Ken Griffiths, Raymond Gibson, Sue
Bendel, Philippa Burgess, Ruth Hoskin, Dr. Patricia Amaya,
Esther, Chaquen and Zoe have provided additional short records of many of the activities of the various SIG Groups
It has been particularly pleasing to receive an increasing number of nature notes and images for our members' page. I
would especially like to acknowledge the many observations
contributed by Cecily Falkingham, John Eichler and Wendy
Clark. Thanks also to Carol Page, Barbara Burns and Angus
and Sue Martin. Every edition of FNN is crowded with photos
of Club activities. These images are one of the strongest features of FNN. Thank you to everyone who has allowed us to
enjoy their photos.
Collation takes place at about 10 am on the third Tuesday of
each month. We are fortunate to have a fabulous team of volunteers led by Sheina Nicholls to complete this task. In particular, I would like to thank Edward and Hazel Brentnall, Andy
Brentnall, Cecily Falkingham and Neil McLachlan for their
continuing commitment to collation over a long period. Many
thanks also to Andy Brentnall who sets up the hall each
month.
The job of editing the FNCV's monthly newsletter takes time
and effort, but always gives me great pride and pleasure.
Above all, I enjoy working with all those who contribute to the
success of FNN with such unstinting support and goodwill.
Joan Broadberry, Editor

Sally, Wendy and Joan.
Photo Gary Presland.
Max Campbell prepares our leading article, ‘From the
President’, each month. Most importantly Max keeps our computers up to date and running efficiently and helps out with
content in many ways. Dr. Gary Presland provides ‘Library
News’, archival material, obituaries and welcome cups of
brewed coffee. Kathy Himbeck regularly supplies details of the
latest natural history books for sale. Barbara Burns has kept
us informed on the FNCV Environment Fund and on a variety
of FNCV activities such as working bees and the Science Talent Quest. Thanks is due to Jurrie Hubregtse for so ably posting FNN on the FNCV website. I endeavour to report on whole
Club events such as the AGM, Australian Natural History Medallion, and the Biodiversity Symposium. Very special acknowledgement must go to Pat Grey, who delivers a carefully
prepared index for FNN in December each year.
Detailed accounts of Special Interest Groups (SIGs) activities
are especially appreciated as they take time and effort to prepare. Robin Drury, Asha Billing, David De Angelis, Andrej
Hohmann, Peter Homan and Joan Broadberry have contributed reports on the work of the Fauna Survey Group. Virgil
and Jurrie Hubregtse, with Reiner Richter and Ed Grey have
kept everyone up to date with the activities of Fungi Group.
Ken Griffiths has submitted reports on the Botany Group program. Sally Bewsher and Gary Presland have contributed
Geology Group Reports. Reiner Richter has written up almost

Australian Natural History
Medallion
The Australian Natural History Medallion has been
awarded annually since 1940, to the person judged to
have made the most meritorious contribution to the understanding of Australian Natural History, within the previous
decade. The financing, design and procurement of the
medallion is the responsibility of the Field Naturalists Club
of Victoria, which also appoints the Secretary to the General Committee, hosts the Medallion presentation and provides other administrative services.
The 2019 Australian Natural History Medallion was
awarded to Dr Simon Grove. It was presented by Nick Williams, Vice-President of the Royal Society of Victoria, on
November 11th, 2019. After receiving the award, Simon
gave an interesting presentation titled ‘Sinking to new
depths in pursuit of rare Tasmanian molluscs’. The citation,
detailing the work of Dr Grove, was published in the February 2020 issue of The Victorian Naturalist.
I thank the members of the Award Committee for their
efforts in 2019. The FNCV staff and members who organised the award function are to be congratulated for a very
successful event.
Maxwell Campbell,
Secretary, ANHM General Committee
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FNCV Environment Fund
The FNCV Environment Fund is a tax-deductible fund that was set up in 2003 to aid individuals and community groups
who are involved in environmental research and education. Its purposes are:





To support and finance environmental research, in particular research into the biodiversity of Victoria.
To support and finance dissemination of information on the natural environment by any legitimate means, including
public lectures, seminars, field trips, courses and publications.
To support and finance practical projects aimed at preserving and enhancing the biodiversity of Victoria.

The Fund is administered by a committee consisting of Malcolm Calder (Chair), Barbara Burns (Secretary and Treasurer),
Robert Rogers, John Harris, Cathy Willis and Ian Moodie. Each year the Fund contacts the regional field naturalist clubs in
Victoria and advertises in the FNCV Newsletter and on the Web for grant applications. The committee normally meets in
April to process the submissions and decide on the successful applicants.
On top of the normal level of donations this year, two large gifts were received which meant, for the first time, a second
round of grants within a twelve month period was able to be run.
Some of the projects supported in 2019 were:
 William Terry, PhD student, Southern Cross University - $810 for three radio tracking collars to track phascogale to
identify the number and type of hollows used.
 FUNGIMAP - $936 funding for three extra days work for the part-time coordinator to help clear the backlog of records
and to develop a procedures manual to help volunteers.
 Nikolas Willmott, PhD Student University of Melbourne - $700 for tissue sample analysis for his study of the interacting
effects of artificial light at night and pesticides on native Australian spiders.
 FNCV, Max Campbell - $1,000 to upgrade the audio visual equipment in the FNCV hall.
 Jorge Rodriguez, PhD Student, Australian Museum - $935, towards DNA extraction and sequencing for research on
Marine Flatworms from the order of Polycladida in SE Australia.
Thank you to everyone who donated. You generosity will enable the Fund to continue providing grants for worthy projects
in the future.
Barbara Burns, Secretary

Microscopy Group

The format of our meetings has altered over time to become
fully practical sessions. Following several generous donations, we now have many microscopes for members use,
multiple dissectors in particular, which Max Campbell has
completely refurbished. They are all in great working order
and are easy to operate. These ‘hands on’ meetings take full
advantage of the great equipment and tools we now have,
as well as expertise, advice and enthusiasm.
The Club has 1,000s of prepared specimen slides and there
is also a huge array of dried marine and botany specimens
and geological samples. A favourite of many participants are
live micro organisms brought in by members and visitors.
During our meetings we also show videos of the intricate
lives of freshwater, marine and terrestrial microscopic life
where the microscopic world's intrigue, mystery and diversity
are revealed to us, the keen amateur.
Exciting activities of our microscopic subjects we have
witnessed include;
 natural prey and predator behaviours
 aphids giving birth to their live young
 developing springtails shedding their skins
 earthworms growing and writhing inside their eggs
 spidermites running to protect their brood from
human tapping on their leaf.
Members and visitors are encouraged to bring any specimens they may collect from their garden, a walk through a
park, a bush reserve, or a local creek or pond. There is
always something interesting and exciting to discover and
learn during our fully practical sessions.
Darter. Photo Joan Broadberry.

Phillipa Burgess
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Geology Group
The 2019 year was a successful one for the
Geology Special Interest Group (SIG). At meetings,
members and visitor were treated to a wide range of
Geological, Paleontological, Geographical and Microscopic subjects from speakers who were experts in their
fields, including two students who reported on the findings of their higher degree research, and presentations
by gifted FNCV members. Attendance averaged 35
persons per meeting. There were no excursions held in
2019.
A list of speakers and their topics are as follows:
February. Associated Professor Rutherfurd, from the
University of Melbourne, gave a presentation on the
Mullum Mullum Creek illustrating a landscape that has
changed over time. It was titled ‘Fluvial geomorphology
with the Mullum Mullum Creek as an example’.
March. This month’s talk was titled ‘Where have Melbourne’s wetlands gone?’ The speaker was Dr Gary
Presland, aboriginal and Victorian history author, and
The Victorian Naturalist editor. A theme of this presentation was also change in landscapes.
April. A most interesting presentation was given by
Declan Tate, a student at Swinburne University, titled
‘Characterising Alteration Carbonates in Northern
Bendigo: Their relationship to Structure, Timing and
Gold’. Declan has found that alterations to carbonates
particularly in the vast Murray Basin, may be a possible
indication of the likelihood of gold.
In May we were privileged to have Leon Costermans
with another of his popular talks on geological explorations of Victorian landscapes. This one was titled
‘Reading the stories in rocks, Part 2. A continued virtual
excursion', and covered post-Palaeozoic sites. Leon
Costermans is a well known botanist and geologist and
is an FNCV Member.
In June Maxwell Campbell, FNCV President and Coordinator of the Terrestrial Invertebrates Special Interest
Group presented on the ‘Evolution of the Arthropods
Part 1’. A highlight was Max’s wonderful recent photos
which he was able to compare with the fossil record.
In July our speaker was Dr Stephen Poropat, Research
Associate, The Australian Age of Dinosaurs Museum of
Natural History at Winton and Postdoctoral Researcher,
Swinburne University. He gave an interesting presentation on the Mesozoic dinosaurs of Australia calling on
his extensive field work in Winton, Queensland.
In August Dr Poropat’s Honours student from Swinburne University, Elaine Anderson. spoke to us on her
research of the Cretaceous Odonata (Dragonflies and

Damsel Flies) found particularly in the rich fossil bed at
Koonwarra, Victoria.
September. Professor Anne Warren gave a comprehensive overview of the Australian Tetrapod evolution
from the Devonian to the Cretaceous periods, in a lecture titled ‘Vertebrate Palaeontology of Australian early
Tetrapods from the Devonian to the Cretaceous’. Professor Warren is Emeritus Scholar, Vertebrate Palaeontology, at La Trobe University.
October. The lecture was titled ‘Bluestone in Cut Paw
Paw: Effects of Basalt Extraction on Urban Organization
in Melbourne’s West’. The presenter was Laura Harper.
Practising Architect and lecturer in Architecture, at
Monash University. Laura spoke about how the Western
suburbs of Melbourne and the town planning of the gold
towns of Victoria, using Stawell as an example, were
influenced by their geology.
November. Maxwell Campbell followed up on his June
presentation with ‘Evolution of the Arthropods Part 2’.
As well as grateful thanks to all our speakers, many
thanks to Maxwell Campbell for his support and for taking charge of the electronics and thanks also to Andy
Brentnall who regularly arrived early to set up the room.
Ruth Hoskin continues to act as the Geology SIG representative on Council.
Ruth Hoskin

Terrestrial
Invertebrates Group
The Terrestrial Invertebrates Group held six meetings in
2019 and four field trips. Attendance has been good at
both meetings and excursions. The meetings comprised
two iNaturalist tutorials run by Reiner Richter, two lecture presentations and two successful members’ nights
where attendees discussed the images taken during
field excursions. The excursions were popular and wellattended. Thanks to Reiner Richter for organising and
leading the field excursions.
The trips are listed below:





Beaumaris/Black Rock, Sunday 27th October.
Braeside Park, Sunday 10th November.
Brisbane Ranges, Sunday 24th November.
Maranoa Gardens. Balwyn Sunday 8th December.

Maxwell Campbell

Thanks to Barbara Burns for the
production of the 2019 FNCV Annual Report.
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Marine Research Group
The Marine Research Group (MRG) held seven meetings and undertook nine field trips throughout 2019. On
average 12 people attended the meetings with the highest attendance at 14 people.
The program of meetings is set out below:
February. Robert Gardiner is an environmental scientist who has been fortunate to regularly work and travel
in PNG in the last decade. An avid photographer and
SCUBA diver, Robert was able to visit to six diving locations, during this time, where he concentrated his efforts
on macro photography and searching for marine invertebrates such as nudibranchs. Natural and Cultural history are also part of Robert's interests, and he has, on
his trips, listened intently to the stories of the nationals
of our nearest neighbour and their many tales of cultural
imperialism, religious beliefs and political ambivalence.
Robert’s photographs will hopefully entice his listeners
to venture north to PNG and explore this fascinating
marine environment.
April. Marine Mammal Foundation Director and Head
of Research, Dr Kate Robb, presented on the Marine
Mammal Foundation's current and ongoing research
programs.

The MRG, heading out to survey Twin Reefs near
Inverloch. Photo Leon Altoff.
May. This month we held our annual field trip roundup
where we reviewed the locations we had visited and the
animals we had seen. Members brought in images and
exhibits from the field work to show to others.
August. August was identification night where we
looked more closely at the marine invertebrates we
study and listened to presentations from members.
September. Don Cram spoke on DNA-Type specimens
and Taxonomy. Although the taxonomic position of the
two species Notocypraea piperita and Notocypraea
comptonii was stabilized by the International Commission
on Zoological Nomenclature in 1982, the true position
was only arrived at by opinion. As these shells were
collected almost 200 years ago, the real story was resolved by research published in Don's article.

October. This month a second Identification night was
held.
December. In our final meeting for the year members
brought along images, stories and research to share
with the group.

The underside of a rock, low tide Murrell’s Beach,
Cape Nelson. Photo Leon Altoff.
Field Work
Field work is an important activity for the group, providing members with the opportunity to observe animals in
their natural habitat and their interactions with their environment and other animals. The data and specimens
collected by the MRG contribute to on-going research
conducted by the group. Individual MRG members are
actively engaged in their own research on Opisthobranchia (sea slugs and related animals), micro-Gastropoda
(very small snails), Holothuroidea (sea cucumbers),
Amphipoda and Isopoda (small crustaceans), Ascidians, Stauromedusae (stalked jellyfish) and Nemertea
(ribbon worms), as well as conducting general studies
of marine invertebrates to increase their own knowledge
and that of others.
Our field work produces records of the species of marine invertebrates found along the Victorian coast and
sometimes discovers new, undescribed species. We
also identify and monitor pest species found during our
field work. Beyond this we collaborate with Australian
and overseas institutions.
All fieldwork is performed under collecting permits
issued by DSE and DPI.
The existing committee remains in place:
President
Secretary
Field trip coordinator
Committee member

Michael Lyons
Leon Altoff
Audrey Falconer
Platon Vafiadis

I would like to thank all our speakers for sharing their
knowledge with us. I would also like to thank Audrey
Falconer for coordinating our field trips.
Leon Altoff, Secretary
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Juniors’ Group
Despite fires and bad weather interrupting some
planned excursions and camps, 2019 was another terrific year for the Junior Field Naturalists. Attendance at
monthly meetings was strong, with a number of new
families joining. The excursions were also well attended. A monthly Juniors’ Newsletter is produced with
information about upcoming excursions and talks, as
well as interesting articles, often written by young members.
This year the Juniors’, together with the Labrats (a Science Club organized by Swinburne University for
grades 5 to 8) were awarded a Landcare grant. The
grant will help the children to gain knowledge of waterways and also assist with visits to places such as Mt
Rothwell Biodiversity Interpretation Centre and the
Dolphin Research Centre.
Junior Field Naturalist meetings, camps and excursions
were organised and co-ordinated by Dr Patricia Amaya.
A huge thank you goes out to Patricia and her family for
all their work with FNCV Juniors’ in 2019.
Meetings
The Juniors’ were lucky to have Andrew Christie from
Melbourne Polytechnic start the year with a talk on the
sharks and rays of northern Port Phillip Bay, including
Point Cook and Jawbone Marine Sanctuaries where he
has been studying them for many years. He spoke
about
how
lucky we are to
have such wonderful ecosystems just minutes from the
CBD, and how
incredible the
bay’s
marine
life is.
At the March
meeting Euan
Ritchie gave a
presentation
He is a conservation ecologist
and Associate
Professor
at
Deakin University who came
1st prize costume – Three-toed Sloth – Phineas.
to speak to the group about the conservation of Australia’s wildlife in the bushland around the Australian Gardens in Cranbourne. He showed many photos which
were taken by staff and volunteers. Some of the images
were captured by motion sensing cameras recording day
and night time shots. This presentation was a great introduction to the excursion that followed.

In May, the Juniors’ attended a talk by William Terry
from the Macedon Ranges Shire Council on the Brushtailed Phascogale and the efforts to save it by using
nest boxes and artificial chainsaw hollows. William
spoke about the phascogale and how it has been classified as threatened due to feral cat predation and habitat
loss.
The speaker at the June meeting was Wendy Clark, who
is a past president of the FNCV and coordinator for many
years of the Junior FNCV. She is also a professional
wildlife photographer. Her talk was titled ‘How to Take
Better Photos of Nature’. On the night Wendy gave many
hints and practical advice to the Juniors on how to ‘
improve their nature photographs.

The speaker at the July meeting was the President of
the FNCV. Max Campbell, who spoke about pollination
and pollinators. He brought along a number of beautiful
slides, including some clever cartoons of his own devising, which clearly showed how pollen travels into the
egg of the plant to pollinate it. Max spoke about how the
different components of a flower work, how flowers
have evolved and the evolutionary changes that
occurred to flowers once insects arrived. He showed
examples of specific flowers and how they have
adapted to their insect pollinators and the adaptation
that occurred in animals such as moths who acquired
extra-long proboscis in order to reach nectar in particular orchids.

Trying to eat lolly snakes in the ‘Hungry Bird’ game.
The August Junior Field Naturalist meeting is always a
highlight as it is birthday month for our group. This year
was no exception, with the gathering including games, a
costume parade, a cake and the annual costume competition, where, this year, the Juniors’ needed to dress
up as Tree-dwelling animals. First prize went to Phineas
for his Three-toed Sloth, second prize to Lydia for her
flying fox and third prize to Ari for his Orange-bellied
Parrot. There was also a talk by Wendy Clark who
spoke about the history of the Juniors' Group. She has
been with the Club since she was 12 years old and
showed us a slide-show of moments over the years.
Wendy became interested in spiders as a result of
being at the Club and encouraged the junior members
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to find a special interest – be it birds, fungi, fish, anything!
Her advice was, read about it, google it, look for it in the
wild, study it, then come back to meetings and share their
passion and knowledge.
The children at the meeting, when asked what they liked
about being Junior Field Naturalists said:

the camps

learning about animals

the excursions

having experts come and share their knowledge

learning about plants

bringing in exhibits to meetings and sharing them.
Thanks to Wendy Clark for speaking and Esther
Schouten for helping organise the games.

Terry, Environment Officer with Macedon Ranges Shire
Council, who is currently doing his PhD on phascogales, talked about his work in monitoring their numbers
in nest boxes in the Bald Hill reserve. Part of William’s
job involves regularly checking nest boxes. The Juniors’
had the opportunity to check inside a number of boxes,
using a camera on an extendable pole. They were lucky
enough to see phascogales nesting! There are a number of other animals to be found in the reserve, including Tussock Skinks, Brown Toadlets (Victoria’s largest
population), Powerful Owls, kangaroos, raptors, wombats and possums. It was a fascinating excursion and
exciting to see these rare creatures up close.
May. This month’s excursion was to The Australia Garden in Cranbourne, led by Michael Cook. The walk
focused on the bush area surrounding the cultivated
gardens, the hill above (Trig Point) and some of the
wetlands. Trig Point is the highest location in the area
giving uninterrupted views of the city skyline, French
Island and the Dandenongs.

Lydia Low showing how to extract DNA.
We were fortunate to have Lydia Low from PrimeScience
come and speak to us at the November meeting. She is a
fantastic educator and gave a wonderful talk about DNA.
Lydia shared with the children a good method of extracting DNA from strawberries and kiwi fruit. All children had
the opportunity to learn, hands-on, the steps involved and
the role of different solutions used in this experiment.
The final talk for the Juniors was in December and focused
on parasites. Parasitologist Mackenzie Kwak explained
what parasites are and shared his knowledge using some
amazing examples, including the Tongue-eating Louse,
Love Worms, Vampire Finch and Zombie Fungus!

The Juniors’ at ‘Carranya’.
June. Wendy Clark took the Junior Field Naturalists to
Badger Weir, Healesville, where they were able to practice the photographic skills they had learnt at the June
meeting.

Excursions

There were no excursions held in July, August or September due to bad weather.

February. Andrew Christie from Melbourne Polytechnic
took the Juniors’ on a field trip to Point Cook Marine
Sanctuary to see what could be discovered in the intertidal zone. Fiddler rays, nudibranchs and sea grass were
seen.

November. In November, the Juniors visited Studley
Park with geologist Ken Griffiths. This was a very interactive excursion where the group learned about the
type of rocks that can be found around Melbourne.

March. The Juniors’ visited ‘Carranya’ in Main Ridge,
which is a private property slowly being restored to
encourage a return to the original ecosystems. Carranya
is part of a larger project, the Greens Bush to Arthurs’
Seat Bio-link, which aims to connect remnant bushland
patches. Dr Greg Holland showed the Juniors around the
property and explained the importance of the Bio-link and
restoring land to its natural state.

Camps
The Juniors’ stayed on the property of the Elder family
(from the Ballarat Field Naturalists) near Ballarat for the
November Cup Weekend camp. Many local sites were
visited, including the Devil’s Kitchen geological reserve,
Enfield State Park and Clarksdale Bird Sanctuary.

April. The Junior Field Naturalists visited The Bald Hill
Reserve on the outskirts of Kyneton, Victoria. William

Zoe Burton (Editor Junior Newsletter)

* Photos Zoe Burton
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Fungi Group
Aims
The Fungi Group aims to ‘widen our knowledge of fungi in
the field’. Through our activities we hope to improve the
knowledge and understanding of the distribution and
ecology of Victorian fungi.

The most exciting find for the year was made by Reiner
Richter, when he discovered, at Olinda, a second colony of
the ‘Eucalypt earpick’ Auriscalpium sp. (Fig. 1) that we had
previously seen only on one peppermint eucalypt at Blackwood. This new colony was also on only one peppermint
eucalypt, and although all other trees in the area were
checked, no more of the fungus was found.
As in previous years, the introduced fungal weed
Favolaschia calocera (Fig. 2) was found at most sites.

Activities
1.

Forays

Our program of forays attracts a wide range of people of
various ages and experience, and knowledgeable guides
lead each foray. Fifteen forays were held in 2019 at the
following locations:












The Ada Tree, 28 April.
Mount Worth State Park, 5 May.
Wanderslore Sanctuary, 19 May.
Great Otway National Park and Anglesea, 24-27
May (6 forays, held at Fraser Ave, Anglesea; Forest
Road, Anglesea; Sheoak Nature Loop; Forrest;
Stevensons Falls; and Distillery Creek).
Cooks Mill, Cathedral Range State, Park, 9 June.
Jack Cann Reserve, Blackwood, 23 June,
Mount Worth State Park, 7 July,
Dom Dom Saddle, Yarra Ranges N.P, 21 July,
Wanderslore Sanctuary, 1 July,
Badger Weir, (near Healesville), 4 August.

Fig. 2. Favolaschia calocera. Photo Jurrie Hubregtse.

2. Meetings
During the year seven meetings were held at the FNCV
clubhouse in Blackburn. There were five presentations,
one members’ night and one planning meeting where there
was time for members to speak about topics of interest
and show photos. All meetings were well attended.
The presentations were:

Fig. 1. Auriscalpium sp. Photo Jurrie Hubregtse.

All foray activities are covered by a Research Permit from
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning
to facilitate our project, ‘The collation of data on distribution
and ecology of Victorian fungi’. This permit covers our
foray activities until 1 March 2020.
Since conditions were mostly dry in 2019, only five collections were made for the National Herbarium, Royal Botanic
Gardens Victoria (Melbourne). Although substantial numbers of fungal species were found, the number of fruitbodies being produced has been declining for the past 11
years. Unfortunately, the bushfires that have raged through
some of our favourite foraying sites, such as Bunyip State
Park and The Beeches loop walk near Marysville, did so
much damage that those sites are still closed. However,
Badger Weir was open after being closed for two years
following storm damage.



‘Mining the microbiome: exploring the dark matter of
fungal biodiversity’, by Dr Tom May, Senior Research
Scientist (Mycology), National Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria;



‘Phylogenetic and taxonomic study of Sarcodon and
Boletopsis (Bankeraceae) in Australia and New Zealand’, by James Douch, Bachelor of Science (Hons)
student at The University of Melbourne;



‘Investigating toxicity variation in southern Australian
yellow-staining Agaricus in a phylogenetic context’, by
Amelia Grace Boxshall MSc;



‘Looking at multilocus molecular species delimitation in
a native section of Cortinarius’, by Beau Picking,
mycologist and systematist;



‘Sharing knowledge through images’, by Bruce Fuhrer
OAM, mycologist, author and photographer.

Jurrie Hubregtse

Thanks to Sally Bewsher for
proofreading the Annual Report.
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Botany Group
The Botany Group in 2019 enjoyed a strong program of
speakers, on the 3rd Thursday of the month, February to
November. We are most grateful for the support these
speakers give the Club. During the year, some new Club
members interested in botany were welcomed. The attendance book also records the occasional presence of some
long term members, attracted by a particular topic. Equally,
some interested visitors attend when a topic catches their
eye. Thanks to Sue Bendel and Heather Eadon for their
help with planning and preparing for our meetings.

ha of the 363 ha at Cranbourne. The landscaped garden
was completed in 2006. Its design brief included: to display
Australian plants, to educate the public and to link with suburban gardens. The gardens at Cranbourne are not arranged naturalistically. Straight lines and rows are used for
beds. Plantings do not duplicate, but rather allude to, certain
habitats, using landscape design. Some plants are selected
for their wide range of environmental tolerance. 'Care for the
rare' is a project where regional rare and endangered species will be identified, then propagated at Cranbourne and
finally returned to the regions. Funding will cover interpretive
signs. Those gardens include: Sale, Shepparton, Geelong,
Wilson Park and Dandenong Ranges [formerly the National
Rhododendron Garden, Olinda].

In February, twenty-one field naturalists were engrossed
by Dr Sapphire McMullan-Fisher's presentation on how
fungi relate to plants. Very fine hyphae engage with root
cells, usually for mutual benefit. To understand soil as an
interconnected living network needs a shift in thinking. One
consequential question is: how to care for native plants
with fungi in mind?
In March, botanist David Cheal recounted aspects of scientific evidence consultation by the Victorian Government
with respect to its current review of the Regional Forest
Agreement (RFA). In addition David reflected on life on the
land in regional Victoria. An audience of 18 listened intently and asked many questions. David incidentally had to
switch his topic due to a technology failure.
In April, Andre Messina from Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria presented 'VicFlora online'. FNCV audio-visual upgrades enabled him to demonstrate searches of the plant
database live. He recounted how the printed books of the
1990s had been laboriously transferred to a website in a
project dating from 2014. Two thousand plants in addition
had needed to be described. Many updates and new features were added, exploiting the new technology and wider
audience. Future directions for the VicFlora project include:
constant and prompt updating, taxonomy revisions, more
interactive keys (the peas and the acacias are coming) and
a families of flowering plants key.
In May, David Cameron, from the Arthur Rylah Institute,
spoke on ‘Forest Succession in East Gippsland’ . Forest
succession is the ecological study of the sequence of
plants which follow a major disturbance. Whether the original forest returns, and when, are of concern. East Gippsland has warm temperate rainforest which is unlike cool
temperate rain forest. Climate change, feral fauna, land
clearing, logging and wild fire are all threats to forests.
Some studies suggest a tipping point might be reached
after which forest species will be massively lost. In rainforest, an under-storey fire can be tolerated, but not a canopy
fire. An interval of less than 50 years between fires will
likely increase the proportion of sclerophyll species, already present after previous fires, until eucalypts dominate.
In July, John Eichler discussed various categories of rarity
in the course of listing and describing numerous examples
of rare plants. John at the same time presented a personal
journey of field research in Victoria. He has used information on plant habitats, rainfall, as well as records from the
Royal Botanic Gardens, the Atlas of Living Australia and
La Trobe University, to track down rare plants.
In August, John Arnott, Manager of Horticulture at RBG
Cranbourne, spoke. The current Australian Garden is 15

Boronia polygalifolia. Photo Ken Griffiths.

In September, botanist and ecological consultant Geoff Carr
spoke on native plants as weeds in Victoria, such as Acacia
longifolia subsp. sophorae (Coast Wattle) invading inland.
In October, Ken Griffiths presented on 'Alpine environments
and their plants'. First, we looked at photos of some Victorian and NSW alpine plants, and the charts of habitats they
have been found to be adapted to. Then we looked at worldwide variation in the extent of the alpine zone. Some outlier
plant examples were considered. Next, with examples from
five alpine regions, we asked: What factors determine plant
distribution and diversity? Consideration of a graphic model
of distribution and speciation during New Zealand cycles of
climatic and geomorphic disruption in the Pliocene and
Pleistocene (5 mya to about 12 kya), led to a look at several
molecular studies and their authors' conclusions or speculations on the timing and direction of dispersion of some Australian alpine species.
In November, Megan Hirst from the science staff of the
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, explained the goals, methods and results of an extended research project focussed on
alpine species of the daisy Brachyscome. Why do species
occur where they are? What makes a species rare? Numerous variables were tested, using seven Brachyscome species. Seed was collected. Propagation in different habitats
was one method. Near Falls Creek, Buckety Plains (broadly
adapted) and Ruined Castle (locally adapted) were two sites
studied. Two academic papers resulted. Megan explained
that conservation horticulture aims to retain genetic and phenotypic variation present in natural populations, while commercial production seeks a uniform product.
One excursion was held for the year; to the Brisbane
Ranges. Like the one 12 months before, we found many
species in flower in early Spring. The enthusiastic participants helped each other to spot species at the several sites
visited in this diversity hot-spot.
Ken Griffiths

Page 12 FNCV Annual Report 2019

Day Group
The FNCV Day Group has enjoyed another successful
year, featuring a wide variety of presentations and two excursions. The 2019 program is detailed below. Attendance
at meetings averages about 20-25. Fewer people have
attended outings. All FNCV members are most welcome,
along with their friends, family and visitors. The Day Group
meets for coffee and a chat at 10.30 am on the fourth
Tuesday of the month, February to November with the
speaker scheduled at 11 am.
Joan Broadberry and Sally Bewsher prepare the program
and chair meetings. Joan liaises with presenters and with
the help of the speaker, prepares a summary of each
meeting or activity for inclusion in Field Nats News. Special
thanks to Ken Gosbell and Rob Hamson for their help with
this task following their talks.
Thanks must go to Andy Brentnall for setting up the hall
each month, to Wendy Gare for putting out morning tea,
sending promos and suggesting speakers and to Max
Campbell for his invaluable assistance with the equipment.
Above all we wish to thank the wonderful people who were
prepared to share their knowledge and expertise with us.
The Day Group is a generalist natural history group. Presentations and excursions are directed towards learning
more about aspects of natural history in the company of
friendly, like-minded people. Please come and join us in
2020. Keep in mind we really appreciate (and need) suggestions for speakers or activities.

Day group Birdsland Reserve excursion. Photo Joan Broadberry.

Day Group Program 2019




February. ‘From our coasts to the Arctic: tracking the journey of our migratory shorebirds.’ Speaker: Ken Gosbell,
Birdlife Australia Wader Study Group.
March. ‘A visit to the island of St. Helena’. Speaker: Rob
Hamson.



April. Guided walk around Birdsland Reserve, Belgrave.
Leader: Sally Bewsher.



May. ‘Know your local flora: a pictorial presentation’.
Speaker: Ian Moodie, Whitehorse Council.



June. ‘An indigenous view of weather and seasons.’
Speaker: Lisa Maloney, Whitehorse Council.



July. ‘Garden Arthropods – speed dating.’ Speaker:
Maxwell Campbell.



August. ‘Chasing Fauna in Far North Queensland.’
Speaker: John Harris.
September.
‘Walking the Larapinta Trail (or trial).’
Speaker: Dr. Gary Presland.





October. Guided tour of historic Schwerkolt Cottage and
Museum, Mitcham.



November. ‘The inside passage, sea otters, Alaska and
the Yukon.’ Speaker: Joan Broadberry.

Joan Broadberry

Bookshop
Thank you again for the ongoing support from the members, and to all that have purchased books through the
FNCV Bookshop. The bookshop provides a 20% discount to members on the recommended retail price of
most books, covering a range of topics associated with
our natural environment. The running of the bookshop is
a voluntary position and aims to provide a service to
existing members, but also to be an incentive for new
members to join.
Across the year, the FNCV Bookshop sold a total of 583
volumes that ranged across 204 different titles, and 9
broad genres. Throughout the year an extensive selection of books was available covering 266 different titles
(not including secondhand books) with 19 aquatic, 25
children, 54 flora, 75 fauna, 5 fungi, 2 geology, 33 invertebrate, 8 places and 46 general titles. A total of 45 new
books were added to the selection available. Bookshop
profit for the year was $4,374.
Orders for books are continuing to be encouraged as
there is limited space available to stock the full range of
titles that are of interest to members. The full selection
can be viewed from the bookshop catalogue, with a
printed copy available at the Clubrooms, or an electronic
copy on the FNCV website. Titles new to the bookshop
or titles soon to be published are promoted in the Field
Nats News (FNN). A bookshop article was included
in six editions of FNN highlighting 27 new titles and
promoting 22 secondhand books.
The FNCV Bookshop provided support to the FNCV
2019 Symposium held in October. A huge thanks to Philippa Burgess who managed the sales on the day. The
bookshop also provided a range of books, discounted to
members rates, to those attending the SEANA camp.
Pre-ordering was encouraged as limited books were able
to be displayed.
Two titles, Reptiles of Victoria and Name Those Grasses,
both recorded the highest number of sales, 31 copies
each. There was great anticipation of the release of Reptiles of Victoria and much interest when it was finally
available in March. Name Those Grasses is not a recent
publication, but many of the participants of the Grasses
Course by Graeme Lorimer, held at the Clubrooms,
found it informative and the bookshop offered it to all attendees at the member’s discounted rate.
The bookshop is able to accept and sell good quality,
second-hand books, so if you need to down size your
personal library we may be able to assist. At times there
is a small selection of second-hand books and discounted titles available to purchase. These are advertised in FNN or in the catalogue but you must get in
quickly!
Kathy Himbeck, Bookshop Manager
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Fauna Survey Group
The Fauna Survey Group conducted 13 surveys to 8 survey localities in 2019. We worked in association with the
Science and Management Effectiveness Branch of Parks
Victoria for some of the surveys. Attendance at overnight
camps ranged from 13 to 22. There were 11 meetings
with an average attendance of 24 people.
We continued with our series of surveys to Nature Conservation Reserves in western Victoria with visits to Lonsdale
NCR and Deep Lead NCR. At Lonsdale, remote cameras
that were set in trees recorded Squirrel Gliders, Sugar
Gliders and Yellow-footed Antechinus. At Deep Lead, 50
species of birds and 10 species of mammals were logged.
Of note were 50 Swift Parrots in small flocks.

At the Ralph Illidge Sanctuary, a Trust for Nature Property at Naringal, in total, 14 native and one introduced
mammal species were recorded. Bush Rats and Agile
Antechinuses were trapped in good numbers, four species of bats were caught in the harp traps and Sugar
Glider, Ringtail Possum, Brushtail Possum, Black Wallaby, Koala, Grey Kangaroo, and Red-necked Wallaby
were found. Unfortunately no records of potoroos or
bandicoots were made.
This year Sally Bewsher and David De Angelis submitted Fauna Survey Group Contribution No.31 for publication to The Victorian Naturalist, It was titled ‘Further trapping records of the Little Pied Bat (Chalinolobus picatus)
in the Yarrara Fauna and Flora Reserve, Victoria.’

This year we made our third trip to Bael Bael Grassland
NCR, near Kerang. Intensive spotlighting transects were
conducted in the search for rare grassland species, in
particular the Plains Wanderer. Disappointingly no Plains
Wanderers have been recorded in the three surveys. By
day we undertook bird watching and reptile searches.
Highlights were to see more Fat-tailed Dunnarts and Curl
Snakes than usual and we also recorded Tessellated
Gecko and a Gould’s Wattled Bat on this trip.
At Rushworth Forest in April we checked 140 nest boxes
which contained 11 Brush-tailed Phascogales, one Yellow-footed Antechinus, and only four Sugar Gliders, an
unusually low number for this species.
In recent years, September has been a time when we
have visited the Mallee and this year we made another
trip to Annuello NCR. The aims of this visit were to gain
further information on Regent Parrots, and to search for
Mallee Emu Wrens, Black eared Miners, reptiles and
mammals. The small nearby Moss Tank Reserve, which
has few fauna records, was also surveyed. A range of
reptiles were found, many by spotlighting and active
searching. These included Nobbi Dragon, Mallee Dragon,
Southern Spiny-tailed Gecko, Beaded Gecko, Western
Australian Dark-spined Blind Snake, Bandy Bandy, Peter’s Blind Snake, Butler’s Legless Lizard, and Regal
Striped Skink. The pitfall traps caught no small mammals,
however many reptiles were recorded by this method.
The cameras recorded one Ningaui, the only small mammal sighted. Large mammals sighted included echidnas,
kangaroos, lots of goats, a few pigs, foxes and a feral cat.
We conducted evening counts of Regent Parrots in bush
corridors along local roads.
The Fauna Survey Group has a team of reptile experts
who have undertaken a number of dedicated reptile surveys. One was to assist Museums Victoria scientists with
taxonomic studies on the Beaked Gecko in NW Victoria.
Another took place at the Iramoo Grasslands near Melbourne, to study the effectiveness of a newly developed
tile box. This is a device for preventing quick escape of
reptiles when checking tile shelters. Striped Legless Lizard, Little Whip Snake and Eastern Bluetongue were
some of the species recorded.

Regent Parrot. Photo Mark Smith.
Field Survey Calendar, 2019
January. 5-11. Murray Sunset NP, Wollpolla Island.
January. 25-28. Lonsdale NCR.
March 8-11. Bael Bael Grassland NCR (Kerang).
March 19-22. Rushworth Forest.
June 7-10. Deep Lead NCR
September. 29-Oct. 5. Annuello NCR,
October. 12, 20, 27, Nov. 10, 16, Dec 8. Iramoo Wildflower Grassland Reserve.
November. 2-5. Ralph Illidge Sanctuary, Naringal.
Meetings
February. Dr Kirsten Parris, School of Ecosystem and
Forest Sciences, University of Melbourne, and Leader,
NESP Hub for Clean Air and Urban Landscapes. ‘The
impacts of urbanisation on Melbourne’s frogs.’
March. Dr Joanna Sumner, Senior Manager Genetic
Resources, Museum Victoria. ‘Biodiversity research and
Museum Victoria’s BioBank: Stories from the vault.’
April. Dr Jose Ramos, Postdoctoral Research Fellow,
Animal
Behaviour
Group,
Latrobe
University.
‘Movement-based signalling in agamid lizards’.
May. Alex Maisey, PhD candidate, La Trobe University.
‘The Superb Lyrebird - farmer, firefighter or ecosystem
engineer’.

Page 14 FNCV Annual Report 2019
(Continued from page 13)
June. Dr Naomi Davis, Sciences and Management Effectiveness Branch, Parks Victoria. ‘The ecology of deer
and understanding and monitoring their impacts’.
July. Dr Tarmo Raadik, Senior Scientist in Applied
Aquatic Ecology, Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental Research. ‘Diversity and conservation of Victoria’s galaxiid fishes’.
August. David De Angelis and Robin Drury, Fauna Survey Group.‘ Victorian Biodiversity Atlas workshop.’
September. Dr Ben Phillips, Associate Professor,
School of BioSciences, University of Melbourne. ‘From
toads to quolls and back again’.

The Victorian Naturalist
Production of The Victorian Naturalist has continued
without serious problems, for the 136th consecutive
year. Six issues of the journal, comprising Volume
136, were published during 2019. The first of these
issues comprised 64 pages; the subsequent five were
each of 32 pages (including one which contained the
Index for Volume 135). This spread resulted in the
publication of 220 pages for the year.

October. Dr Karen Rowe, Museums Victoria. ‘Remote
acoustic survey methods for documenting Victoria’s
vocal fauna’.
November. William Terry, Environmental Programs and
Engagement Officer, Macedon Ranges Shire Council.
‘Creating chainsaw hollows and conservation of the
Brush-tailed Phascogale’.
December. Christmas barbecue and members night. A
review of the year's activities, including Andrej
Hohmann's report on the survey at Bael Bael NCR.
Ray Gibson

Library and Archives
A total of 29 new volumes were added to the FNCV
Library holdings during 2019. The great majority of these
were acquired as donations, principally from two
sources. Firstly, the Library has benefitted from the
estate of former members of the Club, or from individuals wishing to divest themselves of books, to an appropriate home; secondly, the Library received copies of a
few books that had been offered for review in the pages
of The Victorian Naturalist. My thanks are extended to
these people, who contributed directly to the holdings of
the Library. In this regard, I also thank Kathy Himbeck,
FNCV Books Sales Officer, who facilitated the purchase
of a number of recently-published monographs.
Thirty-one books and 21 periodical issues were
borrowed during 2019, which was a little less than in the
previous year.
Archives
Archival enquiries in 2019 continued to be based largely
on research external to the Club, but which took in
issues relating to FNCV members or activities. The
archival holdings of the Club are not insubstantial and
once again have proved to be of great assistance to researchers in their documentation of early naturalists and
their field studies in Victoria.
Through the year Graham Patterson has provided invaluable support in keeping the Library’s collection of
periodicals up to date. I thank him for doing this and for
his ready assistance and cheery company.
Dr Gary Presland, Honorary Librarian and Archivist

Vic Nat team 2019: Gary, Sue, Maria and Virgil.
Photo Wendy Clark.
A total of 29 substantive papers were included in
Volume 136, comprising five Research Reports, fifteen Contributions, and nine Naturalist Notes. In addition, 14 books were reviewed.
It was the Editors’ pleasure to publish, in the February
issue, the citation for the 2018 recipient of the Australian Natural History Medallion, Sarah Lloyd. However,
it was with sadness that we published, in the June
issue, a tribute to mark the passing of Ray Power, a
long-term and much-loved member of FNCV.
I am grateful, as ever, for the efforts throughout the
year of all members of the editorial team: my coeditors Dr Maria Gibson and Sue Forster, and our
editorial assistant Virgil Hubregtse. They all
approached their roles with dedication, enthusiasm
and attention to detail, and were a constant support.
All this, plus their unfailing cheerfulness, has made it
a pleasure to be part of The Victorian Naturalist team.
Dr Gary Presland,
Executive Editor, The Victorian Naturalist
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THE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF VICTORIA INC: REPORT BY COUNCIL. Year ended 31 December 2019
The members of Council hereby submit the Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 31st December 2019 and the
Income Statement for the year ended 31st December 2019 and report as follows:
1. The names of the Executive Council in office at the date of this report are:
Name

Position on Council

Occupation

Commenced

Maxwell Campbell

President

Retired

2013

Philippa Burgess

Vice President/Microscopy Councillor

Artist

2012

Barbara Burns

Treasurer/Secretary

Retired lecturer

2001

John Harris

Councillor

Wildlife consultant

2003

Andrew Brentnall

Councillor/Correspondence Officer

Retired engineer

2011

Audrey Falconer

Councillor

Public servant

1997

Susan Bendel

Councillor

Retired

2006

Joan Broadberry

Councillor

Retired teacher

2001

Judith Sise

Councillor

Teacher

2017

Special Interest Group Councillors
Vacant

Day Group Councillor

Leon Altoff

Marine Research Group Councillor

Analyst

1997

Geoff Lay

Fungi Group Councillor

Retired

2016

Ken Griffiths

Botany Group Councillor

Retired teacher

2017

Patricia Amaya

Juniors Group Councillor

Doctor G.P.

2017

Ruth Hoskin

Geology Group Councillor

Retired

2012

Su Dempsey

Fauna Survey Group Councillor

Retired

2013

Vacant

Terrestrial invertebrates Group Councillor

2. The principal activities and objects of the Club are to stimulate interest in natural history and to
preserve and protect Australian fauna and flora. No significant changes in the nature of those
activities occurred during the reporting period.
3. The net profit of the Club for the year ended 31st December 2019 was $12,522, (2018 $7,620)
4. A review of the operations of the Club is contained in the President’s Report which forms part of this Annual
Report.
5. No matters or circumstance has arisen since the end of the financial year which has significantly affected or
may significantly affect the operations or the state of affairs of the Club.
6. Other than displayed in the Annual Report, there are no significant developments likely to affect the financial
results of the Club. The Covid 19 pandemic will not have a significant effect on the financial results.
7. During the financial year, no member of the Council has received or become entitled to receive any benefit by
reason of a contract made by the Club with the councillor or with an entity of which the councillor is a member
or in which the councillor has a substantial interest.

THE FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF VICTORIA INC: STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL
In the opinion of the members of Council,
(a) The accompanying Income Statement is drawn up so as to give a true and fair view of the financial results of the
Club for the year ended 31 December 2019.
(b) The accompanying Statement of Assets and Liabilities is drawn up so as to give a true and fair view of the state
of affairs of the Club as at 31 December 2019.
(c) As at the date of this statement there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Club will be able to pay its
debts as and when they fall due.
SIGNED at Blackburn on this 22nd June 2020 in accordance with a resolution of Council.

Maxwell Campbell – President

Barbara Burns - Treasurer
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The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. Income Statement year ended 31/12/19
2019
$
INCOME

Membership

37,330

38,039

Bookshop Profit

4,374

2,717

Hall Hire

4,088

3,496

Profit Biodiversity Symposium

3,495

199

Profit SEANA Camp Healesville
Fees Speakers
Non-Member Levy
Copyright Royalties - Vic Nat. & Sale of Back issues
Fund Raising
Sundry Income
2nd Hand Book Sale
Goodwill Wine
Interest & Franking Credits from Investments
General Donations, Bequests, Fungi e-book ($85)
Total Income
EXPENDITURE
Publications

Other
Expenses

2018
$

1,940
50

250

503

456

3,570

3,764

186

201

88

189

1,072
16

471

10,119

10,274

3,498

4,949

$68,389

$66,945

Victorian Naturalist - Printing and Postage

6,283

7,228

Newsletter - Printing and Postage

1,473

1,932

Calendar of events - Printing and Postage

1,462

1,558

Total Publications Expenses

9,218

10,718

Annual Report Printing Cost

235

Bank Fees, Credit Card, Eftpos machine

637

643

2,502

4,142

Advertising, Marketing and Publicity

Depreciation Expense

421

86

Electricity

440

357

17

343

Hall Cleaning

1,008

1,224

Insurance

1,437

1,327

Internet Provider, Website Expenses & Phone

1,209

1,136

142

181

Water

Kitchen & Bathroom Supplies

1,054

916

Non-Library Subscriptions

Library Expenses and Subscriptions

182

164

Office Postage and Post Office Box Hire

504

519

Office Stationery, Printing etc

955

1,188

Repairs & Maintenance

4,525

2,511

Rates - Gardenia St and Maryborough Property

552

533

Hall Alarm

509

465

FNCV Mugs

525

1217
276

Sundry Expenses and Registration ($58)

164

Purchase of Software

160

Special Interest Group Expenses

176

1,534

Workers’ Compensation Insurance

198

210

Wages, Salaries and Superannuation

29,097

29,635

Total Other Expenses

46.649

48,607

Total Expenses

55,867

59,325

$12,522

$7,620

Net Operating Profit
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The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 31/12/19
ASSETS

2019

2018

$

Current Assets
Cash at Bank - Note (3)
Environment Fund A/c - Bank Melbourne
Petty Cash - Note (3a)
Amount Owing by Parks Vic to FSG for Mallee Trip

$

54,368

32,818

616

616

90

90

0

1,050

873

1,926

Sundry Debtors Bookshop

1,318

1,446

Inventories (Books for Sale) - Note (4)

9,563

7,877

66,828

45,823

242,904

242,904

Stock Goodwill Wine $288 + Stock FNCV Mugs $585

Total Current Assets
Non-Current Assets
Investments
Bendigo Bank Term Deposits Shares Listed on the Stock Exchange - Note (5)

54,611

54,611

297,515

297,515

50,321

50,321

Maryborough Property - Note (7)

13,400

13,400

Clubhouse at Valuation - Note (7)

769,000

769,000

57,958

57,958

Library Holdings - Note (6)
Property, Plant and Equipment

Clubhouse Improvements - Note (7)
Equipment at Cost Less Accumulated Depreciation - Note (7)

Total Non-current Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

7,956

9,499

848,314

849,857

1,196,150

1,197,693

$1,262,978

$1,243,516

668

759

Current Liabilities
Trade Creditors Victorian Naturalist
Pay as You go Payable

542

440

GST Paid - GST Collected

391

(110)

Bookshop Account GST

169

402

2,000

3,000

Science Talent Search Fund FNCV
Landcare Australia Grant, FNCV Juniors

5,451

Australian Natural History Medallion - Loan Account

6,143

6,486

FNCV Environment Fund - Loan Account

12,762

9,562

TOTAL LIABILITIES

28,126

20,539

$1,234,852

$1,222,977

NET ASSETS
MEMBERS ACCUMULATED FUNDS
Current Year - Profit
General Fund brought forward - Note (8)

12,522
551,152

7,620
563,674

543,532

551,152

Bequests Dorothy Mahler ($10,000), Fred Smith ($10,000)

20,000

20,000

Marine Research Fund

25,434

25,434

Fauna Survey Equipment Fund - ( Note 9)

10,503

11,149

615

615

597,488

597,488

15,093

15,093

FNCV Environment Fund
Asset Revaluation Reserve - Clubhouse
Asset Revaluation Reserve - General
FNCV Juniors
TOTAL MEMBERS’ ACCUMULATED FUNDS

2,045

2,046

$1,234,852

$1,222,977
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NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DEC 2019
1. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTING POLICIES
This special purpose financial report has been prepared for distribution to the members to fulfil the Council’s financial reporting requirements under The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Incorporated constitution. The accounting policies used in the preparation of this report, as described
below, are consistent with the financial reporting requirements of the Club’s constitution and with previous years, and are, in the opinion of the
Council, appropriate to meet the needs of members.
(a) The financial report has been prepared on a modified accrual basis of accounting including the historical cost convention and the going
concern assumption.
(b) The requirements of Accounting Standards and other professional reporting requirements in Australia do not have mandatory applicability to
The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Incorporated because it is not a “reporting entity”. The Council has, however, prepared the financial report in
accordance with relevant Accounting Standards and other mandatory professional reporting requirements in Australia.
(c )These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost and do not take into account changing money values except for the revaluation of some fixed assets, all of which are noted in the accounts.
(d) The accounting policies have been consistently applied unless otherwise specified.
(e) Investments - are valued either at cost less amounts written off for permanent diminution in the value of investments, or at Council valuation.
Dividends and interest are brought to account when received.
(f) Fixed Assets - Property is brought to account at cost, or where appropriate, at Council valuation. Plant, equipment, furniture and fittings are
brought to account at cost less accumulated depreciation calculated on a straight line basis over the estimated life of the asset.
(g) Income tax - The club is not liable for income tax.
(h) Inventories - are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value.
i) Grants related to operating activities are shown in the income statement as income and offset by regular operating expenses. Grants related to
the purchase of assets are deducted from the carrying amount of assets.
2. No Remuneration has been received by councillors for the year ended 31 December 2019

3. CASH
Bendigo Bank Cheque Account
Bookshop A/c Westpac Croydon

2019

2018

$

$

39,089

20,523

5,131

Bookshop Interest Bearing Account, Westpac Croydon

3,678
8,617

10,148

TOTAL CASH
3a. PETTY CASH, FNCV, $50 + Petty Cash Bookshop $40
4. STOCK OF BOOKS for sale, at the lower of Cost or Net Realisable Value

15,279

12,295

54,368

32,818

90

90

9,563

7,877

5. SHARES LISTED ON THE STOCK EXCHANGE
Shares in Australian Foundation, at cost

37,753

37,753

Shares in Argo Investments, at cost

16,858

54,611 16,858

Shares in Australian Foundation - Market Value, 7300 x $7.11

51,903

43,252

Shares in Argo Investments—Market Value, 2300 x $8.83

20,309

72,212 17,434

60,686

.
50,321

.
50,321

54,611

5(a) CURRENT MARKET VALUE OF INVESTMENTS 31/12/19

6. LIBRARY BOOKS AND JOURNALS - At Council Valuation 23/5/95 plus
additions at cost
7. FREEHOLD PROPERTIES and EQUIPMENT
Cossticks Reserve, Maryborough – at valuation
1 Gardenia Street, Blackburn - at valuation
Improvements - at cost
Plant and Equipment - at cost
Less Accumulated Depreciation

13,400

13,400

769,000

769,000

57,958

57,958

$66,626
$(58,670)

7,956

9,499

848,314

$849,857

551,152

543,532

8. GENERAL FUND
Balance Brought Forward
Add Net Profit for 2019
Balance at 31 December 2019

12,522

7,620

$563,674

$551,152

11.149

11,979

9. SPECIFIC FUNDS
Fauna Survey Equipment Fund Balance Brought Forward
2019—Received $1,295, less paid out for equipment, $1,941
Balance 31 December 2019

(646)

(830)

10,503

11,149
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The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria Inc. Cash Flow Statement for the year ended 31 December 2019
Inflow +, Outflow (-)
2019

2018

$

$

14,297

9,171

501

190

14,798

9,361

Equipment Purchased

-960

-6,823

Decease in Fauna Survey Group Equipment Fund

-646

-830

Transfer from Bendigo Bank Term Deposit

____

7,100

-1,606

-553

-1,000

-1,000

CASH FLOWS OPERATING ACTIVITIES:
Net inflow from Operations (Note 1)
GST (net change)
Net Cash Inflow from Operations
CASH FLOWS INVESTING ACTIVITIES:

Net Cash Inflow from Investing Activities
CASH FLOWS FINANCING ACTIVITIES:
Decrease in Science Talent Search Fund
Decrease in Loan SEANA - Healesville
Decrease in Loan to Parks Victoria

-1,452
1,050

Decrease in Bookshop account with FNCV

-1,050
43

Increase in Landcare Grant FNCV Juniors

5,451

Increase in Loans from Environment Fund & ANHM

2,857

2,698

Net Cash Outflow from Financing Activities

8,358

-761

21,550

$8,047

$21,550

$8,047

Bendigo Bank Cheque Account Balance Start of Year

20,523

15,511

Bendigo Bank Cheque Account Balance End of Year

39,089

20,523

Net increase in Bendigo Bank Account

18,566

5,012

Increase in Westpac Bookshop accounts

2,984

3,035

$21,550

$8,047

12,522

7,620

add back depreciation

2,502

4,142

increase in inventories

-1,686

-142

decrease in bookshop debtors

128

58

decrease in stock of Goodwill wine

468

-756

decrease in trade creditors

-91

-303

increase in Pay as You Go tax owing

102

-278

decrease in Bookshop account GST

-233

Net Cash Inflow for the Year
CHANGE IN FNCV CHEQUE A/C’s BALANCE for year

Total increase in Cash for year

Note 1. Reconciliation of Profit with Cash Flow from Operations
Net Profit

decrease in stock FNCV mugs
Net Cash inflow from Operations

585

-1,170

$14,297

$9,171
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