
FNCV Office & Meeting Rooms 
1 Gardenia Street, (Locked bag 3)  

Blackburn 3130 
Tel/Fax (03) 9877 9860   

email: admin@fncv.org.au 
Website: www.fncv.org.au 

 
A.B.N 55 791 612 829 
Reg No. A0033611X 

FNCV OFFICE &  
L IBRARY HOURS 

 
Of f ice:  Mon and Tues  9am - 4pm 

Please call for appointment  
 

Library:  Tuesday 11am - 2pm   
(Open to Members Only)  

Calendar Contacts 
Bat Group 
Megan Davidson ……..…..AH 9380 5062 
………...…...m.davidson@latrobe.edu.au 
 

Botany Group 
Sue Bendel …………………0427 055 071 
Karen Muscat…….…..……..0411 219 940 
……………....karenmuscat2@hotmail.com   

Day Group 
Gary Presland…………………..9890 9288 
 

Fauna Survey Group 
Sally Bewsher……………...AH 9752 1418 
Ray Gibson………………….0417 861 651  
John Harris…………………. 0409 090 955 
Ian Kitchen…………………….. 9795 7423 
Russell Thompson…....…...AH 9434 7046 
Ray White…………………..AH 9308 3770 
 

Fungi Group 
Virgil Hubregtse ………………. 9560 7775 
 

Geology Group 
Ruth Robertson…………….AH 9386 5521 
……………………… rutherob@hotmail.com 
Rob Hamson………………...AH 95575215 
………………robhamson1949@hotmail.com 
Clem Earp..……………...….AH 9885 1548  
 

Juniors Group 
Rob Knottenbelt………...………59671215 
………………..robknottenbelt@gmail.com 
Wendy Clark……………...... ….9877 9266 
………..wendy.empathy@optusnet.com.au 
 

Marine Research Group 
Leon Altoff……………….….AH 9530 4180 
………………………………..0428 669 773 
 

Microscopy Group 
Phillippa Sterpin……...…….AH 9598 3231 
 

Terrestrial Invertebrate Group 
Alan Yen…….……………….0409 194 788    
 

Please be considerate when contacting  
members by not calling too early or too late in 

the day.    

OBJECTIVES: To stimulate interest in our 
natural environment and to preserve and 
protect Australian flora and fauna. 
 
The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria (FNCV) is 
Victoria’s oldest natural history group, established 
in 1880.  
 

Today we have many special interest groups 
which focus on: Bats, Botany, Fauna Survey, 
Fungi, Geology, Marine Research, Microscopy 
and Terrestrial Invertebrates. We even have a  
group especially for the Juniors!  
 

Members are welcome to attend activities of all of 
the various special interest groups.  Visitors are  
welcome, but please note a $5 fee will   apply to 
non-members on excursions and $2 for meetings 
(this is to cover costs and includes insurance).  
 

Membership is open to any person interested 
in natural history and includes beginners as 

well as experienced naturalists.  
 

Membership Benefits: 
 
significant  discounts  off a wide selection of 
natural history books through our bookshop. 
an   opportunity   to   meet    and    exchange 
information and ideas with others who have a 
passion for our natural environment. 
monthly meetings with leading speakers in all 
areas of natural history 
regular excursions and field surveys 
training and workshops 
six issues of The Victorian Naturalist, our 
prestigious natural history journal (published 
since 1884) 
our monthly newsletter Field Nats News 
access to our extensive natural history library 
(individual membership only) 
discounts on our FNCV publications 

 

Visitors  welcome  to  
all  activities! 

Field  

Naturalists  

Club of  

Victoria Inc. Est. 1880 

Understanding Our Natural World 



February 
 
Mon 1st – Fungi  Group. No monthly 
meeting. 

Tues 2nd -  Fauna   Survey  Group.         
Evolutionary Relationships of Bandicoots. 
Speaker:  Dr Mike  Westerman. Contact: Ray 
White. 

Sat 6th – Marine  Group.   Field  Trip  – 
Fingal Beach. Meet at 9.50 am. Contact: Leon 
Altoff. 

Mon 8th – Marine Group. Marine plants 
and algae. Speaker: Val Stajsic.  Contact:  
Leon Altoff. 

Sat 13th —  Fauna   Survey   Group. 
Stagwatch. Visit the Central Highlands to 
search for the elusive Leadbeater’s Possum 
and spotlight for other nocturnal wildlife. 
(Evening excursion). Contact: Ray Gibson. 

Wed 17th – Terrestrial Invertebrates 
Group.  Meeting . Speaker TBC. See FNN for 
details.  Contact:  Alan Yen 

Thurs 18th – Botany Group. Local algae 
ecology. Speaker: Mary Gibson. Contact: Sue 
Bendel. 

Sat 20th – Sun 21st – Fauna Survey 
Group.  Pyrite Range & Long Forest areas, 
near Melton. Assist with erecting and checking 
of nest boxes, also surveying for bats  and  
other  fauna.   Contact:  John Harris.** 

Sun 21st – Juniors Marine Excursion. 
Port Phillip Bay. Marine sledding, Chinaman’s 
Hat seal colony, Gannet colony.  See Nov ’09 
JFNCV Mag for details. Bookings essential. 
Contact: Wendy Clark**. 

Sun 21st – Botany Group. Excursion - 
Flinders to look at algae. Details TBA, see 
FNN. Contact: Sue Bendel 

(March Cont) 

Thurs 18th – Botany Group. The beauty of 
the family Sterculiaceae. Speaker: Trevor 
Blake. Contact: Sue Bendel. 

Sat 20th –   Botany  Group.   Excursion - 
Maranoa Gardens, Parring Rd, Balwyn. Meet 
at 12 noon to look at native plants in the family 
Sterculiaceae. Contact: Sue Bendel 

Sat 20th – Fauna Survey Group. Stag-
watch. Enjoy an evening in the bush, as  we  
look  for, listen  to and spot some native  fauna , 
especially  Leadbeater’s  Possum.  (Evening 
excursion). Contact: Ray Gibson. 

Tues 23rd – Day Group. Visit to Melbourne 
Museum.  Gary Presland (former Head Curator) 
will conduct a walk through museum. Entry  free  
to  Seniors. Meet at 10.30  at museum entrance. 
Melway 2B J10). Contact: Gary Presland. 

Wed 24th- Geology Group. Waste Manage-
ment    and   Sustainability  - Welcome to the 
Anthropogene.  Speaker: Dr  Trevor  Thornton,  
School  of  life and  Environmental  Science, 
Deakin University. Contact: Ruth Robertson. 

Wed 24th   –  Bat  Group.   Grey-headed 
flying-fox count. Meet at Yarra Bend Golf 
Course carpark Mel 2D G7 at 7.00 pm.  RSVP 
by email or telephone   Megan Davidson.** 

Fri 26th – Juniors Group. Meeting. See FNN 
for details.  Contact:  Rob Knottenbelt. 

(April Cont) 

(first section  may  be called Lions Head Rd). 
Picnic  Ground  is  about  1.5 km  along Barringo 
Rd. Contact: Virgil Hubregtse. 

Sun 18th –  Botany  Group.  Excursion - 
Harbury Reserve in Pakenham North. Leader  
David  Meagher.  Contact: Karen Muscat  

Wed 21st  – Terrestrial Invertebrates 
Group.  Meeting . Speaker TBC. See FNN for 
details.  Contact:  Alan Yen. 

Sun 25th – Fungi Group. Fungal Foray - 
10.30am Greens Bush, Baldry Crossing (MEL 
254 G6) Contact: Virgil Hubregtse. 

Tues 27th – Day Group. Meeting – Speaker: 
Leon Costermans. (Topic to be advised) 10.30 
am. Contact: Gary Presland. 

Wed 28th- Geology Group. Something Old, 
Something  New -  The earliest  and most 
recent  invertebrate  fossil   discoveries in 
Victoria.  Speaker: Clem Earp, member FNCV.  
Contact: Ruth Robertson. 

Wed 28th –  Bat Group. Grey-headed flying-
fox count. Meet  at Yarra Bend Golf Course 
carpark Mel 2D G7 at  5.30 pm.  RSVP to 
Megan Davidson.** 

Fri 30th – Juniors Group.   Meeting. See 
FNN  for  details.  Contact:  Rob Knottenbelt. 

Fri 30th – Sun 2nd May. – Fungi  Group.  
Fungal Foray weekend at Apollo Bay. For   
further   details   Contact:  Virgil  Hubregtse. 

May 
 
Mon 3rd – Fungi Group.    Meeting - See 
FNN  for  details.  Contact:  Virgil Hubregtse. 

Tues 4th  - Fauna Survey Group.   Meeting.  
Speaker TBC. See FNN for details. Contact: 
Ray White. 

  

All meetings are 8pm, (Juniors 7.30 pm) at FNCV 
Hall, 1 Gardenia St Blackburn (unless stated 
otherwise). 
FNCV policy: non-members families pay $5 per 
excursion and $2 per meeting to cover our in-
surance costs.  Junior non-members families, 
$2 per excursion only. 

** Prior Registration Essential 



(February Cont) 

Tues 23rd –  Day Group. The Yarra River, 
Speaker: Rod Ingham, Yarra Riverkeeper 
Assoc. 10.30 am. Contact: Gary Presland. 

Wed 24th- Geology Group. Kanawinka 
Geopark- The Geology that forms the land-
scape, culture  and  communities  of  SW 
Victoria and SE South Australia.  Speaker: Dr 
Juliet   Bird,   Honorary   fellow,   Melbourne 
University.  Contact: Ruth Robertson. 

Wed 24th– Bat Group. Grey-headed flying-
fox count. Meet at Yarra  Bend Golf Course 
carpark Mel 2D G7 at 7.45 pm.  RSVP  by  
email or telephone Megan Davidson.** 

Fri 26th – Juniors Group. Meeting . See 
FNN for details.  Contact:  Rob Knottenbelt. 

March 

Mon1st – Fungi Group. Meeting - See FNN 
for details. Contact: Virgil Hubregtse. 

Tues 2nd  - Fauna Survey Group. Wildlife 
of the  Wetlands  and  Grasslands of inner 
Mongolia. Speakers: Damien Cook and Elaine 
Bayes.  Contact: Ray White.. 

Fri 5th – Mon 8th – Marine Group. Field 
Trip  -  Port Welshpool area. Exact locations to 
be determines on  site.  This  trip  is  over  the 
Labour Day long weekend, so please book your 
accommodation early.  Contact:  Leon Altoff. 

Sat 6th – Mon 8th - Fauna Survey Group. 
Bush Heritage property near Wedderburn. 
Come and join in a Fauna Survey. Contact: 
Sally Bewsher. 

Mon 8th – Marine Group. No Meeting. 

Wed 17th – Microscopy   Group.   The 
identification of foreign objects in food. 
Speaker: Mr Lee Kenedy.  Lab  Director “Silliker 
Australia” Contact: Phillippa Sterpin. 

April 
 
Thurs 1st – Mon 5th (Easter Camp) – 
Fauna Survey Group.   FSG Camp. Fauna 
survey of private property near Balmoral. Con-
tact: Russell Thompson. 

Fri 3rd – Tues 7th – Marine Group. Field 
Trip – Apollo Bay area. Exact  locations  to be 
determined on site.  This trip is over the Easter, 
so  please  book  your accommodation early.  
Contact: Leon Altoff. 

Mon 5th – Fungi Group. Meeting - See FNN 
for details. Contact Virgil Hubregtse. 

Tues 6th Fauna Survey Group. Meeting. 
Speaker TBC. See FNN for details. Contact: 
Ray White. 

Mon 12th – Marine Group. Meeting.  
Speaker  TBA.  See  FNN  for  details.  Contact:  
Leon Altoff. 

Thurs 15th – Botany Group. Mossing 
around  at   Lord  Howe   Island   Speaker: 
Bryologist  David  Meagher. Contact: Karen 
Muscat 

Sat 17th- Geology Group Excursion. Mt 
Piper- A significant flora and fauna habitat; 
thanks to its geology.  Leader: Ian Julian, SW 
Goulburn landcare facilitator.  Contact Ruth 
Robertson. 

Sat 17th  –   Fauna    Survey    Group. 
Stagwatch. Join us for a few  hours,  as  we  
look  for  Leadbeater’s   Possum  and  other 
nocturnal wildlife   close   to   Melbourne.   
(Evening  excursion). Contact: Ray Gibson. 

Sun 18th – Fungi Group. Fungal Foray -
10.30 am Macedon. Meet at Sanatorium Lake 
Picnic Ground. (Melways 527 E3) Drive north 
uphill on Mt Macedon Road C322 through the 
town; near top of hill do not turn left on C328 to 
Camels Hump and Memorial Cross; about 100 
m further on C322 turn right onto Barringo Road  

(May Cont) 

Tues 4th- Geology Group Excursion (half 
day).  The  Synchrotron - Faster than a 
speeding   bullet.  The  Australian   Synchro-
tron, 800 Blackburn Rd Clayton.  Max no partici-
pants 20.  Contact: Ruth Robertson.** 

Sun 9th – Fungi Group. Fungal Foray - 
10.30am  Bunyip  State  Park  (Gembrook), 
Mortimer  Reserve  Picnic  Ground,  off  the 
Gembrook-Tonimbuk Road (MEL key map 14). 
Contact: Virgil Hubregtse. 

Mon 10th – Marine Group. Meeting – Field 
Trip Roundup.  Discussion and images of the 
animals  found  during this year’s field work.  
Contact:  Leon Altoff. 

Sat 15th –Sun 16th – Fauna Survey 
Group.   Rushworth.  Help  check, maintain & 
put up nest boxes. Contact:  Ray Gibson. 

Wed 19th - Microscopy Group. Meeting. 
See FNN for details.  Contact:  Phillippa Sterpin. 

Thurs 20th – Botany Group.  Meeting. 
Speaker TBA see FNN for details. Contact: 
Karen Muscat. 

Sun 23rd – Botany Group. Excursion – TBA 
see FNN for details. Contact: Karen Muscat. 

Tues 25th  – Day Group. Meeting – See 
FNN for details. Contact: Gary Presland. 

Wed 26th- Geology Group. Evolution and 
Anatomy of Early Devonian lungfish-
Osteichthyes Dipnoi.  Speaker: Alice Clement, 
Museum Victoria and Research school of Earth 
Sciences, ANU.  Contact: Ruth Robertson. 

Wed 26th – Bat Group. Grey-headed flying-
fox count. Meet at Yarra Bend Golf Course 
carpark Mel 2D G7 at 5.00 pm.  RSVP by email 
or phone Megan Davidson.** 

Fri 28th – Juniors Group. Meeting. See 
FNN for details.  Contact:  Rob Knottenbelt. 



2010 Yearly Subscription Rates 
   (*All prices inclusive of GST) 

 

Joint/Family (2 ad/4 child at same address)  $90 
Single  $68 
Schools/Clubs  $70 
Pensioner/Senior/Country   $52 
Conc. ID # 
Student  - Student ID #  $25 
Junior (First Member)  $18 
Additional Junior (Parents, children)  $  7 
*Note:Junior members receive the Junior Naturalist only 
 

First Member:  
Name: Mr/Ms/Miss/Mrs___________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________  
Suburb __________________ Post Code: _________  
Phone: _______________ (H) _______________ (W) 
Email: _____________________________________  
Additional Members (please specify adult/child): _____  
 
 
Special Interest Groups — I am interested in: 
     Bats    Juniors 
     Botany    Marine Research 
     Fauna Survey   Microscopy 
     Fungi    Terrestrial Invertebrates 
     Geology                           (please tick) 
 
Please send newsletter by:       e-mail         Aust. Post 
 
Please make cheque payable to Field Naturalists Cub of 
Victoria or provide credit card details as follows: 
   Mastercard             Visa  
                                                                                   
 
 
Cardholder’s name: 
Signature:           Expiry date 
 
Membership      $ 
Donation      - Aust. Nat. History Medallion $ 
(tax deductible) - FNCV Environment Fund $ 
                    - General running of club  $ 
TOTAL ENCLOSED:    $ 
 
Mail to:  FNCV, Locked Bag 3, Blackburn 3130 

  

Special Interest Groups (SIGS) 
SIGS cater for everyone, from beginners to 
experienced   naturalists.   It  is  a  great 
opportunity for beginners to learn more 
about specific areas of our natural world. 

Bat Group:  Conducts monthly 
surveys for grey-headed flying 
foxes at Yarra Bend Golf Course. 

Botany Group: All groups of 
the plant  world  are examined: 
vascular plants, algae,  mosses, 
lichens and fungi. Also excursions 
and camps. 

Fauna Survey Group: This 
group carries out  a  program  of  
wildlife  surveys,   live   trapping  
under  permit, checking nest 
boxes, stag  watching and spot-
lighting. 

Fungal  Foray  Group:  Aims  
to  widen  knowledge of fungi in the 
field.  The  group runs forays, 
meetings and workshops. 

Geology  Group: The  forces 
shaping our planet, the geological 
history of the Earth, rocks, fossils, 
minerals, the landforms we see 
around us - all aspects of geology 
presented by expert speakers - 
plus excursions. 

Juniors: Encourages an interest 
in our natural world amongst young 
people. Parents welcome too. 
Monthly meetings involve short 
talks and discussion  of  exhibits  
brought   in   by  the   members.   

Field Naturalists Club of Victoria  

 

    

Excursions are held most months, 
as well as Summer and Easter 
camps.  

Marine Research Group: 
Formed  In  1957,   this  group 
amalgamated with the FNCV in 
1997,  broadening  the scope of our 
special interest  groups. This  group  
has an active  program   of  field  
research  into marine life and a full 
program of speakers. 

Microscopy  Group:   Micro-
scopes    are    available  and   
practical   nights   are   held  to 
demonstrate their use and  improve 
your technique. 

Terrestrial Invertebrate 
Group: This  group  studies all 
terrestrial invertebrates (including 
freshwater) with an emphasis on 
insects. A meeting is held every two 
months with regular field trip 


